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THERE IS A FAITHFUL BRANCH

On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and  

glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride  

and glory of Israel’s survivors.

ISAIAH 4:2

Thousands of years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah 
tells us of “The Branch of the Lord,” a metaphor for the Messiah. 
Throughout the Old Testament, the prophets tell of a coming King from 
the line of David. 

In Ezekiel 17:5, the Messiah springs from the family tree of David as a 
“seed of your land.” In Jeremiah 23 and 33, God promises to raise up 
from David “a righteous Branch” who will “reign wisely as king and 
administer justice and righteousness in the land.” According to Isaiah 
53:2, His beginnings are unimpressive, like a sapling, but His triumph 
will be beautiful and glorious, like a sequoia. This is why, in Matthew’s 
Gospel, Jesus is traced from the line of David.

Where unfruitful Israel failed and withered, Christ succeeded, for He 
is the beautiful and glorious Branch of the Lord. This is a poetic way 
of saying: while spiritual death surrounds us, in Christ there is life. The 
Branch of the Lord is beautifully and gloriously life-giving. 

Remember Jesus’ words in John 15:5, “The one who remains in Me and 
I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me.” 
Jesus will not come and announce good advice, but good news. Good 
advice is what humans need to do to fix their lives, but the good news 
of Isaiah is an announcement of what Jesus (the beautiful Branch) will 
do to rescue us.  

1. Why is it important to be connected to Jesus for your 
righteousness before God?

2. Why is the good news of Christmas good news for sinners 
like you and I?
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THERE IS A FRUITFUL LAND

On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and  

glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride  

and glory of Israel’s survivors.

ISAIAH 4:2

It is important to examine where the Branch of the Lord stands in 
parallel to the fruit of the land. The Branch brings life, and because 
of the Branch, the land is fruitful. In other words, the fruit of the 
land is the pride of the plant. Jesus Christ, the Branch, springs forth 
from the Lord, and His beauty and glory spreads over the dry and 
parched land. The imagery we have here is a fruitful land, with healthy 
and lush plants. 

It is interesting to consider this imagery in light of Eden. Eden, pre-fall, 
was a lush and healthy garden. It was the place where God dwelled 
with man. The plants of the garden serve as an implication that 
everything is as it should be. The command God gave Adam and Eve 
was to “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.” In 
other words, spread Eden throughout the entire earth. However, with 
the fall (entrance of sin) came death, both spiritually and physically. 

Outside the garden, outside of dwelling with God, there is cursed, dry, 
and parched land. The land will not bear fruit as it could have—only 
through pain and thorns. However, what was lost in Adam at the fall is 
restored in Christ. 

In contrast, what comes from the Branch of the Lord is fruit, and it 
shall be the pride and honor of the survivors. Through Isaiah, God is 
saying, “Look at what I have done.” Israel is like a dried and parched 
land spiritually. In other words, there is no fruit, no vegetation. But 
Christ is the strong and beautiful plant who has broken through the 
dry and cracked soil. The people will have pride in God’s work; they 
will point and say, “Look at what the Lord has done!” In a similar way, 
the salvation that the Lord will achieve for His people will reflect great 
credit on Him in that final day. Instead of a barren land, destroyed by 
judgment, Jesus, “Branch of the Lord,” brings life to God’s people. In 
fact, He makes a new people.   

1. Why is Jesus central to Christmas being good news?
2. How does the gift of Christ change not only our lives, but 

the whole world?
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THERE IS A FUTURE CITY

Whoever remains in Zion and whoever is left in Jerusalem will be called holy— 

all in Jerusalem who are destined to live—when the Lord has washed away the  

filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodguilt from the heart of  

Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of burning.

ISAIAH 4:3–4

At one point in her history, Zion was known as a faithful city, full of 
justice. But the Zion of Isaiah’s day has become a corrupt and sinfully 
dark city. Our God is Holy, and in Him there is no darkness or sin. 
Therefore, no one with sin can dwell in His presence. But this city of 
God is full of people deemed Holy. They are “cleansed,” interestingly 
enough, “by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning.” 

These are similar to the words declared by John the Baptist by the river 
Jordan (in Matthew and Luke 3). He prepared the way for the coming 
Messiah, who will bring a baptism “with the Holy Spirit and fire.” When 
God comes and rescues, He does not leave us as we are, but purifies us 
and changes our lives as His Spirit makes us new.

Those remaining after the judgment are fit for divine presence. They 
have survived the judgment by the protection of God. One day we will 
live in a city which has been purged of its moral corruption. It will be a 
pure community. Purged from the filth. One day, a permanent remedy 
will have been applied to God’s people. For now, we are God’s people 
called to go into the city and proclaim that remedy. We must believe 
that the call of the Christian life is to give the world a picture of the 
city to come, the new Jerusalem, the city of God. Even now, we live as 
citizens of the future city. 

One day Jesus will make all things new by baptizing all things in 
judgment and fire. Now we head into the city like John, making a way 
for the Lord, calling people to repent and be baptized into Christ. 
We play a role in the future city of God here and now, as we prepare 
people for that eternal dwelling, by being a faithful presence in this 
world as a way of pointing to the world to come.  

1. Why is it important that Christians live in a way that benefits 
our communities?

2. Why is it important that we are baptized into Christ in order to be 
a faithful witness? 
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THERE IS A FINAL ENCAMPMENT 

Then the Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a glowing flame of fire  

by night over the entire site of Mount Zion and over its assemblies.  

For there will be a canopy over all the glory, and there will be a booth for shade  

from heat by day, and a refuge and shelter from storm and rain.

ISAIAH 4:5–6

The word “create” here is important. It is a revoke of the corruption 
mentioned before, a recreation of a new and pure community. In the 
final encampment, the glory of the Lord’s presence fills the whole 
camp, and protection—like a canopy—covers all who assemble there. 
This had specific meaning for the people of Israel, who had long faced 
the implications of war and foreign nations. 

Think of the Exodus generation who ran from captivity and faced 
other nations on their journey to the foreign land. The presence of 
the Lord is manifested among the people, as it was with the Exodus 
wilderness generation (cloud by day, fire by night). Remember though, 
in the Exodus generation, the Lord camped among His people but 
was not directly available to them. His glory was too overwhelming. 
Now, through Christ, His glorious presence is no longer confined 
to the Holy of Holies (with access only to the High Priest, but the 
entire community). 

In the Old Testament, God limited His dwelling to a tent in the 
wilderness (God dwelling with man). God was there, but there was a 
barrier. In Christ the curtain was torn in two, and we will one day be 
able to bask in His presence forever. 

The word “canopy” is always used in the context of a marriage 
chamber, intimately and lovingly joined to His people. So this is not just 
protection, it is loving protection. The same protection a child feels in 
the arms of his loving father.  

1. How does the imagery of dwelling in God’s canopy 
give us comfort?

2. How does the coming of Christ allow us to draw nearer to God 
than was previously allowed in the Old Testament? 
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LET US BE AWESTRUCK BY THE 
GLORY OF GOD!

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a  

high and lofty throne, and His robe filled the temple. 

ISAIAH 6:1

From 2 Chronicles 26 we know that Uzziah’s reign was prosperous. 
But neither he nor the people handled it well. For years, Uzziah lived 
in alienation and separation under divine displeasure. The old saying, 
“as the king goes, so do the people.” As his death approached, he 
appeared to be unrepentant and un-cleansed. Thus, as death closed in 
on King Uzziah, it served as a symbol of the plight and problem with 
Israel as a whole. This was the end of an age of prosperity, a significant 
turning point in the history of the people. The death of Uzziah was a 
national event, in the sense that it affected an entire people. 

Jarring events like this tend to shake us out of complacency and look 
with fresh eyes. What are you really living for? What really matters? 
And sadly, it takes a life-changing event to provoke the question. For 
Isaiah, when the 50-year earthly reign of the king was coming to its 
end, the focus was shifted back to God. And it was abrupt. 

After this Isaiah saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted 
up, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Isaiah has a profound 
encounter with “the Lord sitting upon a throne,” where His splendor 
and glory are revealed. God’s glory is Him going public with His 
holiness—His absolute sovereign separateness. When confronted 
with a vision of God, it causes you to question your own purpose. It’s 
crucial to realize that you either glorify God, or you glorify something 
or someone else.

What is the thing that, if taken away from you, would bring you to 
despair? That is what you are living for. If we were to watch a video 
recording of your life this past week, what would we conclude is the 
most important thing to you? What drives all of your life decisions? 
This shows you what really matters to you. What is most important? 
Seeing the glory of God sets everything in its right perspective. 

1. How does an encounter with God force us to reflect on our 
own sinfulness?

2. In what ways do we glorify things other than God with our lives? 
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LET US REVERE THE 
HOLINESS OF GOD! 

Seraphim were standing above Him; each one had six wings: with two he covered his 

face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another: Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth. The foundations of the 

doorways shook at the sound of their voices, and the temple was filled with smoke.

ISAIAH 6:2–4

Seraphim are literally “burning ones”, and in the vision it is possible 
that all of the movement of their wings combined with the radiance 
of their light looked like huge flames. But even their spender is dull in 
comparison to the brightness of the glory of God. As we saw last time, 
God’s glory is the public display of His inner holiness. God’s glory is 
Him going public with His holiness. This is why the seraphim can do 
nothing in His presence but call out, “Holy, Holy, Holy.”

This is not just for repetition, it’s for emphasis. In other words, it 
isn’t one + one + one. It’s perfection x perfection x perfection. 
Each declaration of “holy” boosting the force of the previous one 
exponentially. Back and forth to one another, the seraphim delight 
themselves in God and His infinite holiness. 

Even more so, notice their posture. They covered their eyes, not their 
ears in order to hear what the Lord would say. They covered their feet, 
suggesting humility when it comes to activity and life direction. The 
seraphim are in constant motion, ready to do God’s will.

Imagine, the powerful worship of the seraphim shaking the thresholds 
of the temple. There is no other appropriate way to worship our God. 
God is in an entirely different category. God alone is God. His glory 
explodes from His inner holiness, and powerful worship is the only 
way to respond. What does seraphim worship look like for us? Our 
ears need to be open to what God has to say. Our feet need to be 
ready to do the will of God. This is our explosive worship, our dynamic 
obedience. This is how we cry out with our lives, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” 

1. Why is “holy, holy, holy” the only proper response to 
encountering God?

2. Why is it important that we be open to God’s Word and be 
willing to obey?
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LET US HUMBLE OURSELVES 
BEFORE GOD!

Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of  

unclean lips and live among a people of unclean lips,  

and because my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.

ISAIAH 6:5

Here we feel the tension between God’s transcendence and His 
immanence. God’s glory is the outer display of His inner holiness. He is 
absolutely separate and unique. And when someone faces the holiness 
of God they become conscious of their sin in the presence of His moral 
purity. Unlike the seraphim, Isaiah’s lips are unclean. He knows that he 
is unclean morally; the lips often make public what is brewing in the 
heart. Woe is me! 

When we catch a vision of the Lord, high and lifted up, it causes us 
to reconsider our lives and our affections. Why is it hard for us to 
respond, like the seraphim, with ears open and feet ready? Perhaps it is 
lives not aligned to the most important things that will bring God glory, 
and proclaim Him to the people around us? Perhaps it is the feeling of 
unworthiness as we consider our own faults? See, Isaiah knows himself 
to be utterly ruined for two reasons: he is unclean, and he has seen 
God. God’s holiness reveals our true condition—our sin, excuses. 

But let me tell you, the most telling indicator that God’s grace is 
renewing us is our repentance and acknowledgment of His holiness. 
There is a sense in which, in order for change to happen in one’s 
heart, one must first feel the holiness of God in their own soul. Like 
Isaiah, as we see ourselves in response to seeing God, our heart is 
positioned for humility. 

The good news is that, in Christ, God’s glory is on display, not for your 
ruin, but for your restoration. Isn’t that beautiful? Christ came as the 
payment for your sin, so that, when you repent and place your faith in 
Him, you are made clean by the washing of His blood. That gives us 
humility (something we do not deserve), and confidence (it is a free 
gift from our loving savior). And when we are humble, our ears will be 
opened, and our feet will be ready. Holy humility is nothing but the 
disappearance of self in the vision of God. 

1. Why are we called to be humble before God?
2. Why is humility the proper posture to have for God to change us?
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THE CONFESSING ARE SAVED

Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips and be  

among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King,  

the Lord of Hosts. Then one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a  

glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth  

with it and said: Now that this has touched your lips, your wickedness is  

removed and your sin is atoned for. Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:  

Who should I send? Who will go for Us? I said: Here I am. Send me. 

ISAIAH 6:5–8

When Isaiah is confronted by the majestic holiness and beauty of God, 
he is devastated! Woe is me. Can you imagine all of your sin (every 
little dark secret) laid bear before the Lord? The Bible is clear: the 
Word of the Lord reveals our hearts. So, imagine standing before the 
Lord of the Word. 

Isaiah knows, woe is me! I am a man of unclean lips. Out of the mouth 
the heart speaks. When Isaiah says, I am an unclean man, this is not 
just lip service. Not only that, but he dwells among an unclean people. 
While Isaiah identifies with his people (dwell with people of unclean 
lips), he is also set apart because he is willing to admit his condition. 
For many people, repentance is just lip service, a social nicety. In 
culture, people say they are sorry because it’s the nice thing to do. For 
us, we repent because we see the holiness of God and know that our 
sin grieves Him. 

Notice what happens: a seraphim peels off from circling the throne and 
takes a burning, holy coal off the altar and touches Isaiah’s lips with it. 
The altar is the place where God accepted pure sacrifices for the sins of 
the people, and the blood of the sacrifice paid for their transgressions. 
The holy, burning coal from the altar burns the sin away.

When the holy coal touches Isaiah’s mouth, it does not hurt him; it 
heals him. God ministers to the sinner at the point of confessed need. 
God has touched. God has taken away. Isaiah contributes nothing. It 
is all God’s provision. So we realize that we don’t need to clean up our 
lives before we come to God. We come to God, and God cleans us. 
When you confess you sin, God does not hurt you. He heals you.

The confessing are not just saved, they are cleansed, declared holy 
through Christ, and pursue holiness through repentance. And they 
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are not just cleansed, they are commissioned to point others to God. 
The immediate effect of cleansing atonement is reconciliation. When 
Isaiah’s sin is removed he can hear the voice of God. Moreover, in 
verses 1-5 Isaiah was silent, but now (after being cleansed) he can 
speak, he can respond to God. Do you know what it is like to be 
cleansed? How can you keep quiet? When the guilt of sin is cleansed, 
when we are liberated, we are unleashed. Now cleansed, he is ready to 
be the messenger. 

The grace of God isn’t designed for casual acceptance. It compels us to 
abandon plans, dreams, possessions, priorities, treasures and pleasures 
in this world. He is worthy of absolute submission to His person and 
absolute surrender to His purpose: Declaring His glory and His gospel 
to the ends of the earth. This is what we live for, and this is what we die 
for. This is why we must say, without condition and regardless of cost: 
“Here we are, Lord; send us.” 

1. When we confess our sin, how does God cleanse us?
2. When we are cleansed, why should we be ready for commission to 

take the gospel to others?

continued . . .
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JESUS WILL DELIVER US  
FROM THE DARKNESS

Nevertheless, the gloom of the distressed land will not be like that of the former times 

when He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali. But in the future  

He will bring honor to the Way of the Sea, to the land east of the Jordan,  

and to Galilee of the nations. The people walking in darkness have seen a  

great light; a light has dawned on those living in the land of darkness.  

ISAIAH 9:1–2

Isn’t it interesting that years before the birth of Christ, God makes a 
declarative and prophetic statement of things to come with the same 
amount of assurance that one would have of something happening in 
that moment? He speaks of the present as if it were already in the past, 
of the future as if it were already in the present. 

What a glorious reality. This declaration of hope is made to a people 
living in the midst of despair. And a decision must be made. Will they 
look up with hope to the future promises of God? Will they trust in the 
Word of God as delivered through the prophet? Or, will they continue 
to look around at their current situation with despair?

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. We must always 
decide what understanding of our experiences we are going to live 
by. Are they to look at darkness, hopelessness, and dreams shattered 
as if God had forgotten them? Or, should we remember God’s past 
mercies and present promises as a reaffirmation to our faith. The reality 
is, where there is darkness, the light shines brightest. The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone.

The location of such promises in this passage is instructive, the Galilee 
of the Nations. A land of mixed foreigners. A place of secular darkness, 
at one time cut off from the light of the God of Israel. But again, in 
Isaiah, the prophet looks forward to a time when a light will come 
to the darkest places in the land. In Matthew 4:12–13, notice where 
Jesus begins His ministry. “He withdrew into Galilee. He left Nazareth 
behind and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of 
Zebulun and Naphtali.”
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Jesus was the hope of God embodied. The long awaited light to a 
people who had dwelt in darkness and oppression for so long. “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” As John 1 tells us, “The true 
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” Where 
does the light shine? In darkness. Where is the first place Jesus goes 
to minister? To the people dwelling in darkness. For all of us, there is 
hope. No matter what situation you find yourselves in.  

1. How does Jesus provide hope in the midst of a dark world?
2. Why does Jesus focus His ministry in areas of darkness? 

continued . . .
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JESUS WILL DELIVER US 
FROM THE ENEMY

You have enlarged the nation and increased its joy. The people have rejoiced before You 

as they rejoice at harvest time and as they rejoice when dividing spoils. For You have 

shattered their oppressive yoke and the rod on their shoulders, the staff of their oppressor, 

just as You did on the day of Midian. For the trampling boot of battle  

and the bloodied garments of war will be burned as fuel for the fire.

ISAIAH 9:3–5

The darkness does not hold. There will be rejoicing! Not only will God 
multiply the nation, but He will increase their joy! Once again, the 
prophet speaks of a certain future as if it is the present. As weird as this 
may sound, remember the future. Remember, Isaiah is speaking to a 
people who are humiliated in defeat, oppressed by the enemy. There is 
a release from oppression: (4) Isaiah tells the people to recall the day of 
Midian; and (5) The war has ceased, and you are victorious. In Judges 
6–7, Israel was under the oppression of Midian and the Midianites. Any 
time Israel would have a fruitful harvest, the Midianites would come like 
locusts and devour their crops. Israel was helpless! 

It took Israel to be brought to their knees to cry out to God. And when 
they did, He raised up a leader named Gideon and promised him, rise 
up against your enemy, you will not fail. This is where the story gets 
interesting. Gideon builds an army of 32,000. God says, no…strike it 
down. He sends back 10,000 men. God says, no…even less. Gideon is 
left with 300 men. Weak in number, the situation is bleak: 300 men 
against an entire army.

As you read the story, you see that Israel did nothing but blow 
trumpets and pursue the enemy by smashing jars and holding torches. 
And the enemy fled. Midian’s great army was defeated by Gideon’s 
small band of men. They did not even have to fight. Note the emphasis 
on faith in God and not dependence on man—the defeat of great forces 
through apparently insignificant means. 

What does this have to do with Jesus? He is the true and greater 
Gideon. In the Gospels, Jesus is described as coming in the period 
of Israel’s deepest humiliation. He comes as a helpless baby in an 
insignificant town. And the victory that Jesus affords becomes the 
victory of the people. With the very appearance of Jesus, God declares 
that the war is over.
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We the people have not fought the final battle. We only enter the 
battlefield to find that the victory is already ours. In other words, we 
blow the victory trumpet. Christ has come! And the enemy is not only 
defeated but banished into the darkness. With the coming of Jesus, 
“For the trampling boot of battle and the bloodied garments of war 
will be burned as fuel for the fire.” Isaiah compares their joy to the joy 
of workers on the harvest, a bounty on payday, the gladness of soldiers 
dividing the spoil. And the “you” in verse 3 is God. God has done this 
for you and I. 

God brings ultimate victory over all our sin and circumstances through 
one man, Jesus Christ. With Gideon’s 300, as at Christ’s cross, we learn 
that when circumstances look bleakest and when human weakness is 
most apparent, God’s power and providential care are most evident. 
The birth of Christ signaled the beginning of the new world.  

1. In what ways is God the only victor against the 
enemies of our lives? 

2. How does the “already” victory of God allow us to face the 
enemies we face “here and now?”

continued . . .
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JESUS WILL DELIVER US  
TO A NEW KINGDOM

For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on His 

shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince 

of Peace. The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will reign on 

the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and 

righteousness from now on and forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this.

ISAIAH 9:6–7

The deliverance from darkness, the deliverance from the enemy, finds 
its foundation on the first Christmas night. When Jesus, the Son of God, 
was born of woman, the kingdom of heaven was inaugurated on Earth. 
It is a kingdom without darkness, a kingdom with out enemy. This, my 
friends, is the good news of Christmas. God’s answer to all the things 
that bring us gloom, all the things that terrorize us in this life, is a child. 

Do you see the beauty of this passage? This child will bear the rule of 
the entire world on His shoulders. There is a release from burdens (v. 
4), and on His shoulders He bears the burden of rule. The Christmas 
child, the Christ, is our answer when all else has failed. Pastor Ray 
Ortlund has reminded us well, “As the Wonderful Counselor, He has all 
the best ideas and strategies. Let’s follow Him. As the Mighty God, He 
defeats His enemies easily. Let’s get behind Him. As the Everlasting 
Father, He loves us endlessly. Let’s enjoy Him. As the Prince of Peace, 
He reconciles us while we are still far off. Lets welcome His dominion.” 

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end. 
Jesus did not come to tweak or adjust the things of this world; He 
came to make it new. He came to make all things right. And the empire 
of His rule will expand forever. Jesus will uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.

Remember the child. The hope of the nations. The hope of eternity. 
Yes, this world is a dark place. But the light of the world has come, and 
He dwells within and among us. We can blow the trumpet of the gospel 
and hold up the light of Christ, and the enemy will fall back into the 
darkness. And all of this, every last bit of it, rests on Christ, the child 
promised long ago by the prophet Isaiah.  

1. How does the imagery of the government resting on Jesus’ 
shoulders give us confidence in His reign and kingdom? 

2. How does the promise of Jesus making all things right allow us to 
show patience and mercy towards others?
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THE RULE OF CHRIST

Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear 

fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him— a Spirit of wisdom and  

understanding, a Spirit of counsel and strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear  

of the Lord. His delight will be in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what  

He sees with His eyes, He will not execute justice by what He hears with His ears,  

but He will judge the poor righteously and execute justice for the oppressed of the land. 

He will strike the land with discipline from His mouth, and He will kill the wicked  

with a command from His lips. Righteousness will be a belt  

around His loins; faithfulness will be a belt around His waist.

ISAIAH 11:1–5

The reduction of the Davidic dynasty to a mere stump communicates 
the condition of Israel when Isaiah prophesied up until when Christ was 
born. Though, they were still in existence, they had been without power 
for hundreds of years. And, it was understandable. David’s people had 
become proud, corrupt, and idolatrous. God had handed them over to 
their sin. But there is hope, from the stump, from the wasteland, as the 
prophet proclaims: “There shall come forth a shoot (new life) from the 
stump of Jesse, and he shall bear fruit.”

We know from the Old Testament that Jesse’s son was David. A king 
after God’s own heart. But he was also a troubled King. While his rule 
was prosperous, his personal life was disastrous. Jesse’s grandson 
Solomon showed promise; he was wise and prosperous. But in the 
end, he did not fear the Lord, and unlike his father, had a divided heart. 
With all of Jesse’s sons, there was great hope. But there was also great 
disappointment. So, you look at Israel’s history and cry out with them, 
“there must be something better than this!”

Who is the shoot from the root of Jesse? The one from whom the 
people will bear fruit? It is Jesus Christ, the son of man from the line 
of David, the Son of God. Jesus is the only King in the line of David 
who is perfectly endowed by the Spirit with everything needed for 
His kingly task. While all other kings provided a glimpse of good rule, 
but ultimately failed, the coming kings character and rule are pure 
and in perfect harmony. Jesus is the only King who is perfectly pure in 
character, and perfectly just in rule. 

This is proclaimed from the very beginning of the Gospel accounts. 
Jesus was the King crowned in His baptism, when God declared “this 
is my Son in whom I am well pleased.” Jesus’ rule was inaugurated in 
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His baptism. On Jesus the Spirit descended and rested upon Him. He 
is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s long awaited prophecy. He has the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding: That is, the ability to govern rightly. 
He has the spirit of counsel and might: The ability to establish order 
and maintain peace. He has the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord—the purity to fully submit to and execute the will of God the 
Father. And the beautiful thing about this King is that He sacrificed His 
life for the good of His people, for the good of His kingdom. Why?

The dominant emphasis in v.3–5 falls on righteousness and equality 
toward the weak and vulnerable of the world. Notice the implied 
injustice in the courts of earth, especially for the meek of the earth. 
Where there is corruption in the law courts, it is the poor who long for 
a righteous judge. Christ will govern rightly. Christ will maintain peace. 
Christ will establish and uphold God’s will over all the land. Jesus is the 
King who sets all things straight, who makes all things right. So, as you 
celebrate this week, know that with the coming of Jesus comes the 
promise of restoration. With the birth of Christ comes the promise that 
sin will one day be forever wiped off the face of the earth. That disease 
will no longer take our loved ones. That death will no longer lurk in the 
shadows. That sadness and tears will forever be wiped away. That the 
Christ child that was born in the manger is also the Savior, and the God 
who will one day welcome you into the new heavens and new earth. 

1. Why does God focus on the weak and vulnerable? What does this 
teach us about His love?

2. When you look at the trouble of our world, how does the promised 
perfect rule of Christ give you peace? 

continued . . .
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THE REALM OF CHRIST

The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the goat. The calf, the 

young lion, and the fatling will be together, and a child will lead them. [7] The cow and 

the bear will graze, their young ones will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like 

the ox. An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit, and a toddler will put his hand into a 

snake’s den. None will harm or destroy another on My entire holy mountain, for the land 

will be as full of the knowledge of the Lord as the sea is filled with water.

ISAIAH 11:6–9

This is a fascinating section of the prophecy. In the first sense, this can 
be taken as a prophetic vision of overall peace in the land. For example, 
the calf is the most vulnerable to the lion. The child playing over the 
hole of the cobra is just as vulnerable. In the most general sense, this 
tells us that the world to come is not like the world now. 

There is something bigger being said here. Remember, the fall brought 
enmity between man and beast. Under the realm of Christ, predator 
and prey are reconciled. Think of it this way, the serpent is the first 
enemy of God’s people. Isaiah is saying, with the imagery of the child 
and serpent, that the enmity between the woman’s seed and the 
serpent (in Gen. 3:15) will be gone. This is a return to paradise. A doing 
away with ancient fears. 

What brought peace and harmony in Eden was the presence of God, 
unhindered by the sin of man. Under the reign of Christ, God’s creation 
will be back in God’s presence and under God’s rule. So, this passage 
indicates a sovereign execution of a new act of creation in which the 
will of God is perfectly manifested on earth in the same way that the 
waters cover the sea. Knowing God (v. 9) is language that says, we will 
be restored to paradise. When things are set as they should be, the 
whole Earth becomes His dwelling place once more, with man. 

With the birth of Christ, we see God’s commitment to set things right. 
The childlike imagination of paradise, a place where the burdens and 
duress of life will become reality. He sent His only Son into the world, 
to bring the world to Himself. Remember the promise to Joseph 
concerning Mary in Matthew 1. She will bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.

So, Jesus has come to save us from the only thing that we cannot save 
ourselves from. Jesus came to save us from sin, which brought all of 
the problems into the world. Those who repent of their sin, and place 
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their faith in Jesus Christ, will receive the gracious gift of salvation. 
The eternal hope of peace and joy. Bow your knee to the King! And 
be counted among the remnant that will dwell in His abundant 
dominion forever.  

1. Does the image of restored paradise give you hope and 
joy? If so, why?

2. The promise that Jesus has come to save us from sin is huge! Why 
does this matter for us individually and for the world we live in?

continued . . .
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THE REMNANT OF CHRIST

On that day the root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations  

will seek Him, and His resting place will be glorious. On that day the Lord will extend 

His hand a second time to recover—from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam,  

Shinar, Hamath, and the coasts and islands of the west—the remnant of His people  

who survive. He will lift up a banner for the nations and gather the dispersed of  

Israel; He will collect the scattered of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

ISAIAH 11:10–12

Notice the language here. In 11:1, the coming King is called the shoot 
from the stump of Jesse. Here, He is called the root of Jesse. To call the 
expected King—the Root of Jesse—means that Jesse sprang from Him. 
In other words, Jesus (as God) is the root support and origin of the 
family through which He will be born (as man). In other words, Jesus 
was God’s gift to the world from the beginning. God established the 
family of Jesse to deliver Jesus to the whole world.  

When the King comes, He will extend His hand as a signal to recover 
the people of God. Come, all of you who believe from the corners of 
the world. In this prophecy God stretches His hand (a sign of power) to 
assemble His people together. In the same way that God stretched out 
His hand to deliver the Israelites from slavery in the exodus, He called 
them out of slavery and to Himself. As Isaiah proclaims here: One day 
God’s people who are living as exiles will be gathered to live in God’s 
place, under God’s rule. 

The birth of Christ is the signal for the nations. Your King has come! 
When Christ was lifted on the cross, when He rose from the grave, 
when He ascended to the right hand of the Father, it was a mighty 
signal from our eternal God! It was a signal from Jerusalem, to Judea, 
to Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth. The good news of Christmas 
is that His remnant from the four corners of the Earth will be drawn 
together, one day, for an eternal celebration of His power and love.

Let me remind you of the deeper meaning of Christmas. Christmas is 
a celebration, an announcement of a long-awaited King. Once in our 
world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our whole 
world. The inauguration of His kingdom. This is the promise we have 
today, and it is the promise that Isaiah looked forward to thousands 
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of years ago. This is the promise fulfilled in the Gospel accounts. 
This is the great promise of Christmas. The Son of God became a 
man to enable men to become sons of God. It is the invitation to an 
eternal Christmas feast where God’s remnant will live in His realm and 
under His rule.  

1. How does Christ’s fulfillment of ancient promises through His birth 
give you confidence in God’s providential care in your own life?

2. Name a few ways that Christ is the greatest gift of Christmas?

continued . . .
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