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To Save A Life

And a word from the Puritans…

“Children have an everlasting happiness to attain, and it is that for 

which you must bring them up. They have an endless misery to 

escape, and it is that which you must diligently teach them. If  you 

do not teach them to escape the flames of  hell, what thanks do they 

owe you for teaching them to speak and do? If  you do not teach 

them the way to heaven and how they may make sure of  their 

salvation, what thanks do they owe you for teaching them how to 

get their living a little while in a miserable world? If  you do not 

teach them to know God and how to serve him and be saved, you 

teach them nothing, or worse than nothing.”

Richard Baxter, The Godly Home, 1673

To Save A Life

D. L. Moody once said that at a certain meeting two and a half  

people were converted to Christ. A friend asked if he meant two 

adults and a child? 

The facts were just the opposite – two children and an adult.

“When a child is led to Christ, a whole life is saved!” 

Dwight L. Moody



2/6/2018

2

The Nursery  

The things that are essential to salvation are so exceedingly 

simple that no child need sit down in despair of understanding 

the things which make for his peace. Christ crucified is not a 

riddle for sages, but a plain truth for plain people: true, it is 

meat for men, but it is also milk for babes. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Developmentally, 

babies and toddlers…

• Communicate expressively (0-3 mos.)

• Respond to other people intentionally (4-7 mos.)

• Imitate (9-12 mos.)

• Can indicate “no”  (by 8 months old)

• Can follow one-step instructions (14-18 months)

• Concept of self begins to develop (18-24 months)

• Demonstrate increasing independence (18-24 mos.)

• Show defiant behavior (18-24 mos.)

Theologically then…

• Made in the Image of God (Genesis 1:27ESV)

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them.  (Jesus 
repeats this in Matthew 19:4)

• He owns us (Col. 1:15 – 18ESV)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 16 For by him all things were created…things were 
created through him and for him…that in everything he 
might be preeminent.
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What we do…

All Children have Inherent Value

All children are image-bearers of God and therefore, valuable.

Authority of God through His Word 

Show them your worship of God in your obedience to Him

Be a Role Model of Faith

Model for them God’s perfect Faithfulness and Love by giving them  

consistent, loving care; enforce rules and reward obedience

OBJECT LESSONS – SIMPLE!

 Time for SUPERVISED Play-Doh

 We establish God’s authority.

Take heed that the misdeeds for which you correct your children be not learned  

by them from you. Many children learn their wickedness from their parents and 

are then chastised  by these parents who have taught them this wickedness. 

John Bunyan

Preschool

"A children's story that can only be enjoyed by 

children is not a good children's story in the 

slightest." 

C. S. Lewis
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Developmentally, 

preschoolers (2-5)…

• Develop imagination (2-3 yrs.)

• Express a wide range of emotions (2-3 yrs.)

• Understand the concept of “same vs. different” (2-3 ½)

• Understand with stories from their own life and with objects 
(2 ½ - 3)

• Naturally curious & ask lots of ?s (consistent by 4)

• Love to talk with others, sing, dance, and be with friends (4-5)

Theologically then…

God is Holy.  

What does ‘holy’ mean?

Isaiah 6:3

And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy 

is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his 

glory.”

Theologically then…

You are sinful.

What is sin?

 We are to obey:  “all the way, right away and with a 

happy heart” or “right away with a smile”

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.



2/6/2018

5

Theologically then…

What must God do when we sin?

 What do your parents do when you do not obey them?

 How do your parents feel when you do not obey them?

God loves us so He took our punishment on Himself.  He died on the 
cross to take away our punishment and sin. 

 If you repent and believe that Jesus died for you, you will not be 
punished – you will not go to Hell.  He saves us because He loves us! 

 Romans 2:8-9 “Jesus demonstrated His love for us that while we were yet 
sinners, He died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

What we do…

 Tell the truth - they will understand if you…

 Speak in simple sentences 

 Use object lessons – make them short and personal

 Repeat, repeat, repeat!  You can NOT speak the 
gospel too many times.

 Time for a little Pastor Brian Magic…

Elementary Age (6-11 yrs)

Dwight L. Moody, evangelist

“If I could relive my life, I would devote my entire 

ministry to reaching children for God!”
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Developmentally, 

Elementary Kids…

 Short attention spans that expand with age

 Learn best with examples or movement

 Develop social skills with 

instruction & good role models

 Develop a self-concept

 Begin to understand the 

idea of “perspective”

Theologically then…

 Propitiation

 We need to be reconciled to God.  Jesus has to do that for us by paying 
the penalty of our sin.

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  1 John 4:10

 Justification

 I am declared innocent because Jesus substituted my sin for His 
righteousness (imputation).

He was delivered over to death for our sins and was
raised to life for our justification.  Rom. 4:25

What we do…

 Be clear in describing the different the elements of the cross –
interact, ask simple questions to them, and do it often

 Be a good role model – SHOW by your example that learning 
about Christ is important to you

 Use object lessons in analogies and big movement exercises to 
explain concepts

 Teach clearly what is right and wrong

 Be honest with feedback – truth

with lots of love



2/6/2018

7

Tweens & Teens (12 & up)

Let no Christian parent fall into the delusion that 

Sunday School  is intended to ease them of 

their personal duties. The first and most natural 

condition of things is for Christian parents to 

train up their own children in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.   Charles Haddon Spurgeon

Developmentally,

tweens & teens (12 & up)…

 Learning and information-processing increase in speed 

(over the adolescent age)

 Memory becomes increasingly longer, and analogies can 
be more complex

 The capacity for understanding Abstract Concepts 
develops until a near-adult level is reached within 
adolescence

 Opinions of others matter – especially their parents

Theologically then…

 Sanctification – the process of change over time that God 
does within us by His power of the Holy Spirit to make us into 
the image of Christ

 2 kinds: 

 Positional – we change our relationship with God from enemy to child 
(Christ has changed my POSITION before God)  2 Cor. 5:17

 Progressive – the process of change; sin’s POWER in my life has been 
overpowered by Christ through His death and resurrection.  Rom. 6:22
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What we do…

Isaiah 1:18


18 Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord: though 

your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

 We discuss with them scripture and

theology as good role models of the faith.

 Object Lessons are still a good idea.

How do you know it’s snow?

Jesus Paid It All Elvina M. Hall

© 1865 Public Domain

I hear the Savior say,
“Thy strength indeed is small;
Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in Me thine all in all.” 

Refrain:
Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

http://bible.timelesstruths.org/Isaiah 1
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Jesus Paid It All

For nothing good have I
Whereby Thy grace to claim;
I’ll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.

Refrain:
Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Jesus Paid It All

And now complete in Him,

My robe, His righteousness,

Close sheltered ’neath His side,

I am divinely blest.

Refrain:

Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,

He washed it white as snow.

Jesus Paid It All

Lord, now indeed I find

Thy pow’r, and Thine alone,

Can change the leper’s spots

And melt the heart of stone.

Refrain:

Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,

He washed it white as snow.


