
Miriam – Jealousy 

 

“Back in the day,” we did not know what our neighbors owned unless we visited their home. We had no 

idea where our college friends had traveled until we received their annual Christmas letter. And we 

witnessed our own parenthood often unfiltered and messy.  Today, we simply click one button at any 

time of the day or night and we are informed of our friend’s newest purchase, of their latest exotic 

vacation, the creative meals they make, and the brilliant antics of their children.  No wonder jealousy is 

an emotion we fight on a daily basis.    According to the book of James, jealousy can cause disorder and 

every evil thing.  Let’s explore Miriam’s life to discover how this gifted leader fell into the trap of 

jealousy and how it affected those around her. 

Read Exodus 2:1-9 

What leadership qualities do we see in Miriam?  How could this experience prepare her for leadership in 

the future? 

 

 

We do not know what life was like on a day to day basis for Miriam and Aaron but we learned in our last 

session that as Moses was living in Pharaoh’s home, he was being educated in “all the learning of the 

Egyptians.” 

In Exodus 2:11-22, we read that when he was 40 years old, Moses killed an Egyptian and fled to Midian 

to escape Pharaoh’s wrath.  There he married Zipporah, shepherded his father-in-law’s flock, and had 

two sons, Gershom and Eliezer (18:4).  

Read Exodus 2:23-25  

What were Miriam and the rest of the Israelites experiencing in Egypt?  

 

 

After 40 years in Midian, God called 80 year old Moses to confront Pharaoh and demand that he let the 

Israelites go.  Exodus chapters 3-14 relates the miraculous story of Israel’s release from captivity under 

the leadership of Moses and Aaron.  When God parted the Red Sea, and saved the people from the 

pursuing Egyptians, Moses and the people sang a song of praise to the Lord.   

Read Exodus 15:20-21. 

How is Miriam described?  What is she doing?  How old is she?  What does Micah 6:4 say about Miriam? 

 

 



After the children of Israel escaped from Egypt, they quickly forgot the oppression they had endured and 

they began to grumble.  They complained about bitter water – and God purified it (Exodus 15:22-26).  

They grumbled to Moses about a lack of food – so God provided Manna (Exodus 16).  They quarreled 

with Moses about the lack of water – then God provided water (Exodus 17). 

Read Numbers 11 Briefly summarize the people’s complaint, how God encouraged Moses (vs 16-17) 

what God provided to the people, and the consequences. 

 

 

Read Numbers 12:1-16 

What was Miriam’s and Aaron’s complaint?  What was at the heart of the accusation against Moses and 

his marriage?  Does the timing of this incident surprise you based on what happened in chapter 11? 

 

 

 

How did the Lord respond in verses 4-9?  How did God distinguish between Moses and a regular 

prophet?  (Remember how Miriam had been described in Exodus 15:20.) 

 

 

 

What was the consequence of Miriam’s and Aaron’s complaint?  

 

 

 Aaron pled for Miriam and himself before Moses. Who pled for her before the Lord? Was she 

immediately healed? 

 

 

 

 

This jealousy was years in the making.  As a result of unchecked jealousy, Miriam defied God’s appointed 

authority, caused division between siblings, despised her sister-in-law and in so doing, potentially 

sparked a rift in the marriage, and she poisoned the minds of the people against Moses and against his 

Cushite wife.  God reacted swiftly and decisively.  What does this tell you about God’s feelings toward 

jealousy? 



Think It Over 

Who are you jealous of?  How do you justify your jealousy? 

What are the potential consequences of jealousy on your families and friends? 

What does the NT say about jealousy?   (See 1 Cor. 3:3, Gal. 5:26, James 3:13-16) 

After the resurrection, Jesus told Peter in John 21 that “he would grow old, be bound and be led where 

he did not wish to go.”  In response, Peter asked what would happen to the apostle John.  Jesus said, “If 

I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?  You follow Me!”  If we obey the directive that 

Jesus gave Peter, how may this help us when we become jealous of others? 


