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2016-TA-AX-K071 awarded by the Office on Violence Against 
Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this 
publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, 
Office on Violence Against Women.  
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As a Result of This Training, 
Participants Will Be Better Able to:
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 Define elder abuse and abuse in later life
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Why Definitions Matter
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 Increase awareness on how elder abuse affects potential 
victims seeking help

 Better understanding of roles and responsibilities of 
collaborative partners

 Improve communication with collaborative partners by 
understanding each other’s language
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Elder Abuse (1)5

National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 

Not a Fixed Definition
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 National organizations and government definitions vary 

 State definitions vary

 Cultural values may impact community definition
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Elder Abuse Defined

“Elder abuse includes physical, 
sexual or psychological abuse, as 
well as neglect, abandonment, 
and financial exploitation of an 
older person by another person 
or entity, that occurs in any 
setting, either in a relationship 
where there is an expectation of 
trust and/or when an older person 
is targeted based on age or 
disability.”
U.S. Department of Justice, (2014). 
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Abuse in Later Life Defined

Abuse in Later

Life is the nexus

between domestic

abuse, sexual abuse, 
and elder abuse.
National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), (2016). 
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Summary
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 Multiple definitions of elder abuse exist

 Abuse in later life and elder abuse take many forms and can 
happen in a variety of relationships

 Understanding each others definitions can improve 
communication between collaborative partners and improve 
services for older victims
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Video Presenters
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 Risa Breckman
Director, New York City Elder Abuse Center

 Evelyn Laureano
Director, Neighborhood Self Help by Older Persons Project, New York

 Vicki Ybanez
Director, Red Wind Consulting

 Bonnie Brandl
Director, National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life
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Thank You
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 Special thanks to Terra Nova Films for the ongoing working 
partnership with NCALL and the beautiful video production

 www.terranova.org
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Staying Connected to NCALL 
and Other Advocates
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 Sign up for our enewsletter: http://oi.vresp.com/?fid=03fcc93262

 Join our listserv for advocates serving older survivors: 
ncall@ncall.us

 Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ncall.us

 Join us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/ncall_us

National Clearinghouse on
Abuse in Later Life (NCALL)
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National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life, 
a project of End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin: 

(Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence)

www.ncall.us | ncall@ncall.us

608-255-0539 
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