
ArtWorks awards

ArtWorks expands

The success of the ArtWorks Summer Program led to an expansion of this successful arts internship: ArtWorks Afterschool.

In January, 40 teens were hired for ArtWorks apprenticeships in Digital Game Design, Dance, Ceramics, or 
Recording Arts Technology. Working in teams with professional teaching artists, they learn job skills such as project 
management, collaboration, problem solving and critical thinking. ArtWorks afterschool meets Monday through Thursday in 
the Halle Building downtown.

“I want to go to school for Game Design,” said one ArtWorks apprentice.“Now, because of the experience I’ve gained at 
ArtWorks, I’ll have a competitive edge.”
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Apprentices say ArtWorks gives them confidence and courage to choose their 
futures. Local awards recognize the profound impact the program is having:

Dominion East Ohio and Inside Business recognized ArtWorks with 
its 2011 Community Impact Award. The award honors nonprofits that make 
Northeast Ohio a better place to live, work and play.

Ohio Department of Youth Services in partnership with the Governor’s Council on Juvenile Justice and the Ohio 
Association of Juvenile Court Judges awarded ArtWorks its Director’s Community Recognition Award in December.

MyCom honored ArtWorks co-founder and visionary Deborah Ratner in December with the 2011 Youth Voice Civic 
Leader Award from Cuyahoga County’s Family and Children’s First Council and The Cleveland Foundation. 

Northeast Ohio Council of Higher Education selected ArtWorks as a finalist in the “Coolest Internship” category in
               January. Winners will be announced in late March. 

Young Audiences artists 
celebrate Black History
Month in the schools
Singer John Morton swayed the students of St. Joan of Arc School in 
Chardon through the evolution of blues music into gospel, samba, country, 
jazz and even rock and roll. He and two young volunteers wrote the Gram-
my-worthy  “St. Joan of Arc Blues” on the spot, as he belted out, “Gettin’ in 
trouble in school, ya’ know it makes me feel bad.” 

YANEO celebrated arts in education with 
a Proclamation from President Barack 
Obama designating March 12-16 as 
“National Young Audiences Week.”

Senator Sherrod Brown and Senator 
Rob Portman sent statements of support
and Congresswoman Marcia Fudge 
co-sponsored a House Resolution.

Young Audiences celebrated the recognition 
with a room full of more than 100  
supporters at “A Celebration of Art is  
Education” at Cleveland City Hall, March 
12. Eric Gordon, CEO of Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District, spoke about 
the importance of an integrated arts  
education. The audience included princi-
pals and teachers, parents and community 
arts partners and our funders.

In receiving the Partnership Award, Kitty
Merk, site coordinator from Luis 
Muños Marin, talked about how 
dancing, painting and storytelling offer 
children a new way to access the curriculum.

Performances by Art is Education schools 
featured student dancers learning the  
water cycle, singing and dancing the  
fables and a delightful community choir.

National Young 
Audiences Week

Thank you to our art is education funders
Abington Foundation
Althans Foundation 
Eva L. and Joseph M. 
   Bruening Foundation 

Cleveland Foundation
Ginn Foundation
George Gund Foudnation

Martha Holden Jennings 
   Foundation
Kulas Foundation
John P. Murphy Foundation 

Thomas H. White 
   Foundation, a 
   KeyBank Trust

At the MyCom awards, from left, Ron and Deborah Ratner, Marsha Dobrzynski

Costumes for the water cycle dance, top; Mayor Jackson’s Chief of Education, Monyka Price 
presents a resolution to YANEO Board Chair Katherine Solender, left; City Hall Rotunda, right.
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Educate, Stay, Create 
Young Audiences hosted a social and networking event at JumpStart for artists,
entrepreneurs, and educators, sparking conversations about the creative and innovative  
individuals who live and work in Northeast Ohio. JumpStart invests in and supports entrepre-
neurs in Greater Cleveland while strengthening the region’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

JumpStart client, Al “Bubba” Baker, former Cleveland Browns defensive lineman and 
owner of Bubba’s Q, cooked up the food. Tom Schorgl, president of Community Partner-
ship for Arts & Culture, Valerie Mayen, entrepreneur and fashion designer for Yellowcake 
and a contestant on “Project Runway,” and Jon Ratner, director of sustainability for 
Forest City Enterprises, all made short presentations on the importance of arts and creativity 
for today’s workforce. YANEO executive director Marsha Dobrzynski connected their 
comments to our work here – inspiring the next generation of entrepreneurs.
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From left to right: Johnny L. Hutton, Jr., left, our host at JumpStart, glass artist Sheree Ferrato and Claude Booker; Guests got to see how murals come together; Designer Valerie Mayen spoke about art and entrepreneurship; Shawn Gordon of Kent State University, James Thompson and YANEO’s Marsha Dobrzynski

MATH RAP
“Geometry is math. It shows us a path. 
To education and a good situation…” At 
Fullerton Elementary School in 
Cleveland, visitors might hear 4th and 
5th graders chanting this rap in the halls.

Robin Pease, founder of Kulture Kids, 
developed “Geometry For All to 
See and Hear,” an Art is Education 
residency that combines art, drama, music 
and dance to teach MATH! She helped 
the children learn concepts and develop 
their own rap lyrics.

Meanwhile, Young Audiences’ visual artist 
Wendy Mahon is leading students in 
putting together a book of their work. 
Music teaching artist Dave Young is 
engaged in producing a recording of 
the young rappers. Eugene Sumlin, a 
dancer with Kulture Kids, choreographed 
the body movements that mimic the  
geometric shapes they’re  learning about.

Art is Education is a whole school model
of arts-integration that seeks to close the 
achievement gap by providing all students 
with experiences in the arts every day. 
Recent studies show student achievement 
is improved at schools with rich and 
comprehensive arts programs.  

Chardon mural 
inspired by 9/11
Fire fighters’ helmets and red bandanas remind students at 
Chardon Middle School of the heroism and bravery some 
first responders showed after 9/11. The youngsters, working 
with Young Audiences visual artist Augusto Bordelois, se-
lected these elements to create a school mural during a long-
term residency.

One group of sixth grade boys wanted the American flag 
in the mural to represent patriotism, but their idea of flames 
surrounding the flag suggested defeat rather than glory 
to their classmates. That was one of the residency’s main 
points – that artists have to be careful and think critically 
about what they include in their imagery because art 
can be interpreted in different ways. Augusto challenged 
the students to create a lasting piece that will inspire future 
students for years to come.

Generously funded in full by The Lake-Geauga Fund of The 
Cleveland Foundation.

you are 
invited

Plan to attend our Art of 
Possibilities Luncheon and 
learn how you can join Young 

Audiences to engage children in 
learning, transform education and 
inspire young people to succeed. 

May 21, Marriott Downtown 
Cleveland, Public Square, 12-1 p.m. 

RSVP to Laura@yaneo.org 
or 216.561.5005.

Welcome  
New staff
Ellen Brown Interim Director of Marketing

Ellen is managing media relations, keeping our social media audiences up to date, and 
producing the Program Guide while Stacy Goldberg is living in Hanoi, Vietnam. Her 
husband was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to teach entrepreneurship at the National 
Economics University during the Spring 2012 semester. 

216-561-5005 x 26  ellen@yaneo.org

Art is Education students 
write a geometry rap.Young Audiences Endowment 

Fund receives Reading 1 gift
The Reading 1 Foundation provided a lead gift of $125,000 in 
support of Young Audiences’ 60th Anniversary Endowment 
Campaign. The Foundation recognizes that reading can take many  
forms whether it is reading words, musical notes, or pictures, and  
that children learn best when they are happy and encouraged by their 
successes.

“We are grateful to Reading 1 Foundation for this remarkable gift,” 
says executive director Marsha Dobrzynski. “All children learn  
differently, and our experience has shown that the arts can offer 
new ways to engage students who may be struggling with literacy 
skills. We hope others will be inspired to join Reading 1 Foundation 
in building guaranteed and lasting support for the future success of  
children in Northeast Ohio.”  

The permanent endowment fund was established in 1998 to support the work of Young Audiences and ensure that the arts 
remain central to a strong education. Our goal is to reach $1 million in cash and pledges by our 60th Anniversary in 2013.  

Learn more about how you can support Young Audiences by calling Jerry Smith at 216.561.5005 x 24.
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