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The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning was in nearly 230 organizations 
this year–many of them not in your typical classroom. We are proud and 
honored to meet the needs of the community in so many creative ways. 
Learn about a few of our community partners: 

Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital
This is the 10th anniversary that our professional teaching artists have  
worked with patients at University Hospitals’ Rainbow Babies. Children 
and teens participate in engaging performances as well as create visual 
art that can help decorate their hospital room, provide a creative outlet  
for their feelings, and ensure that they have time in their day to be kids.  

Juvenile Justice Center 
Youth participated in uncensored poetry exercises with Professional 
Teaching Artist Carla Thompson once a week for 10 weeks. Once this 
project finished up, 30 teens participating in Community Service worked 
at Quincy Garden to colorize the gates and install aluminum panels with 
their ideas. Thanks to Professional Teaching Artist Melinda Placko, in  
collaboration with Partnership for Safer Cleveland and Renaissance  
Fairfax Development Corp, for helping to make this experience possible.

Summer Academy 
Supported by the Shaker Schools Foundation, the Center for Arts-Inspired Learning offered music, recording arts, and digital 
storytelling to 25 incoming 9th grade students who had poor academic records, yet high potential to succeed in high school 
and beyond. Teaching artists Dave Young and Jimmie Woody worked with students to create mixed-media autobiographical 
stories through digital art, photography, film, music, poetry and spoken word. 

Call us at 216.561.5005 to see 
a program in your community!  

 Beautifying Quincy Garden 

Shaker Summer Academy

Rainbow Babies sample drawing. Credit: Jim Gill

Teaching artist Kristen Cliffel via Land Studios
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Center for Arts-Inspired 
Learning programming 

is made possible by  
public support with 

local tax dollars from 
Cuyahoga Arts  

and Culture.

Connect with us!
www.arts-inspiredlearning.org

Young Audiences 
is now the Center 
for Arts-Inspired 
Learning

Affiliated with the National Young 
Audiences Arts for Learning network



Great News! 
You’ll see a 
new and 
improved 
website in 
early 2014!  
For now, we’ve migrated 
our current site over to 
www.arts-inspiredlearning.org. 
Please bookmark this site for 
your scheduling needs. 

Affiliated with the National Young Audiences Arts for Learning network          Fall ‘13

Dear Friends,
 
We announced some exciting news at the 
Icons of Art Party: Decades (see page 3) 
in September -- we’ve changed our 
name! Young Audiences of Northeast 
Ohio is now the Center for Arts-Inspired 
Learning!
 
Why the change?
 
The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning 
better reflects the programs and services 
we provide – arts experiences that enhance 
learning, inspire academic and personal 
growth and encourage creativity and 
innovative thinking. It embraces the legacy 
and evolution of our expertise, programs, 
services and advocacy efforts over six 
decades.  And it enthusiastically celebrates 
that today we are Northeast Ohio’s hub 
for the arts-centered learning that is so 
critically important for our children, families 
and communities.
 
In this last year alone, more than 220,000 

children and adults in 230 schools and  
organizations benefited from the 8,000  
arts-integrated experiences brought to them 
through 112 teaching artists. We worked in  
schools, libraries, juvenile justice centers, 
hospitals and neighborhood centers. 
Our ArtWorks program employed 220 
teens to work in the arts while learning 
skills that successfully propel them toward 
college and the workforce. Through our 
professional development programs, 
countless educators learned new skills in 
using the arts to improve learning outcomes 
in students. Across all of these programs 
we used the widest variety of arts to teach, 
inspire and change lives.
 
The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning 
will continue to work toward our mission 
to enrich the lives of children and promote 
creative learning by uniting arts and  
education.  
 
We look forward to partnering with you,
 
Marsha Dobrzynski 

Young Audiences is now the  
Center for Arts-Inspired Learning



Rick Hamilton 

Rick is the Director of the Economic 
Capital at PNC. He leads the firm’s 
economic capital modeling and  
reporting effort with a primary focus 
on credit risk modeling. 

Sonya Virant

Sonya is the President and Chief  
Operating Officer of Litigation  
Management, Inc. (LMI)  
headquartered in Mayfield  
Heights, Ohio. Ms. Virant holds  
an Associate’s Degreein Paralegal 
Studies, a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Spanish, as well as a Master’s of 
Business Administration.
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gala 
recap
The Icons of Art Party: Decades 
was a success! We danced and 
dined, celebrating our 60 years 
of service to Northeast Ohio and 
nearly 7 million Northeast Ohio 
youth served. Thank you for all of 
your support!

A.J. Rickoff performers and Mayor Jackson

Welcome New Board Members
Caroline Goeser

Caroline joined the Cleveland Museum 
of Art in 2009 as the Associate Direc-
tor for Interpretation and was promoted 
to Director of the Department of Educa-
tion and Interpretation in 2011.  

Sandy Buffie

Sandy is a mixed media artist special-
izing in making jewelry and sculpture 
from recycled materials. She currently 
has a studio at W78th Street Studios, 
and her work is sold in galleries and 
boutiques across the nation. 

Kevin Margolis

Kevin is Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan 
& Aronoff LLP’s Practice Group Leader,  
a member of the firm’s Executive  
Committee, co-chair of the firm’s  
Energy Group, and former chair  
of the firm’s Real Estate &  
Environmental Practice Group. 

Announcement of 
Endowment Campaign
We set a goal to reach $1 million by our  
60th anniversary. Thanks to you, we did it!

Maura George and Bryce Kujat

Morrison Dance
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Stay engaged  
with ArtWorks 
throughout 
the year!
ArtWorks Afterschool  
has begun! Visit apprentices 
at the Halle Building on  
Mondays and  
Wednesdays from  
4:30-7:30 PM.
Open House:
Nov 6, 6-7 PM
Final Performance:  
Dec. 9 at 5-7 PM 

Welcome New Board Members ArtWorks Summer Recap
The Center for Arts-Inspired Learning hired 124 teen apprentices this summer. Apprentices went above and beyond, creating 
custom sneakers for sale, visiting WCPN’s Dee Perry, presenting original poetry at Walnut Wednesday in Wade Oval, performing 
with “Summer with the Jazz Masters” at Tri-C, creating and marketing their own Film Festival...and so much more.  

Announcement of 
Endowment Campaign

Dave and Laura Diffendal      ArtWorks Take 12 Jazz Ensemble Former U.S. Representative Betty Sutton, Husband Doug Corwon, 
and MC Mike McIntyre 

Professional Teaching Artists Jimmie Woody and August Bordelois
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Welcome New 
staff

Director of Programs
Michael Obertacz joins us  
in this newly created position.  
Mike has extensive experience 
in program development,  
management and the arts 
through his work with  
Career Gear (NY,NY), The 

Leadership Program (NY,NY) and as a performer with 
various Regional Theatres nationally.

ArtWorks Manager
Maria Iafelice joins us as 
the ArtWorks Manager after 
recently graduating with  
an MA in art education from 
Kent State University. She is 
an experienced art educator 
focused on the non-profit  

sector and dedicated to providing unique arts  
experiences to youth. 

Education Associate
Erin Riffle comes to us   
with experience as a stage 
manager and arts administrator 
in Northeast Ohio. She holds 
a Bachelors of Arts in Music 
Therapy and is completing a 
Master of Arts in Nonprofit 

Administration from John Carroll University.

Education Assistant
Steve Ashby is an intern in  
Trinity Cathedral’s branch of 
the Episcopal Service Corps. 
He graduated from The 
University of Kentucky with a 
bachelor’s degree in music 
education. He hopes to ensure 

that all students in the area have arts exposure in their 
education.

Sunshine Award 
Winners

The Sunshine Award Winners are presented annually to individuals 
and organizations in Northeast Ohio that show outstanding dedica-
tion and commitment to arts education and our organization.

Artist: Linda Thomas-Jones (aka Mama Fasi, left) currently offers 
“The Sound of my Own Drum” - an African drumming workshop  
program that teaches African percussion and rhythms and enhances 
discipline and collaboration.  

Board: Sean Wenger (middle) was presented an award for his ded-
ication as a member of the Board of Directors and as the ultimate 
supporter of the Center for Arts-Inspired Learning. He has traveled 
the country on behalf of the organization at two national conventions, 
while also serving on both the Executive and Marketing & Advocacy 
Committees. Sean is now also serving as Co-Treasurer for 2013-14.

Community Partnership: Cuyahoga County Public Library
with a Special Acknowledgement to: Julia Boxler (right), Youth  
Programming Specialist. Honored for their invaluable partnership, 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library has scheduled over 200 arts 
programs with our organization, spanning from bullying prevention 
and songwriting to visual art and illustration. In 2014, professional 
teaching artists will provide a visual art bookmaking program in 28 
branches.


