V I A S I M P O R T S LT D

NEW BRANDS
ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear Team,
It’s almost the end of the year and we are all very focused on finishing this year strong.
Thanks to your commitment and your passion, we are extremely excited to enter into a new chapter of
VIAS history, sharing a new vision which will shape our company in a more dynamic, modern and successful
way.
Pursuing this mission we are thrilled and proud to announce the introduction of five new Italian wineries to
our portfolio – all available effective January 1, 2019.
These new additions perfectly suit the VIAS philosophy of expressing the history, sense of place, and
devotion to craft of all our producers through the art of wine. These five wineries embody the distinct
terroir and character of each wine region they pertain to, offering us the opportunity to sharpen our
offerings with access to a richer array of Italian indigenous varietals.
Before the official launch, we have prepared an internal preview for you in the following few pages, which
include a brief presentation of all the new wineries – with a special focus on key points, pricing, and winery
history.
We are so happy to share this news with you and, furthermore, to kick off 2019 with a fresh new treasure
trove of wine stories and producers that will become part of the VIAS Family.
We also would like to take the opportunity to wish you the best for the upcoming holidays and, especially, a
very happy Thanksgiving with your loved ones.
Thanks to all of you for the wonderful support you show throughout the year.
Very best,

Luca Bigerna
President
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— LEONE DE CASTRIS | PUGLIA —
—H I S T O R Y —
Salice Salentino, a small village in Salento
rich in vineyards and olive trees, is the
landscape giving life to Leone de Castris’
wine tradition.
It is exactly here, on the very spot
where today’s cellar stands, that in 1665
Duke Oronzo, Earl of Lemos, began
the company. He was enchanted by
this landscape and decided to sell all his
property in Spain in order to draw the
best from the rich Salentine terroir.
He began to plant new vines, olive trees
and wheat on 5000 hectares of land, not
only in Salice, but also in Guagnano, Veglie,
Villa Baldassarri, Novoli and San Pancrazio.
At the beginning of the 19th century the
winery was exporting bulk wine to the
United States, Germany and France. An
extremely important year, 1943, marks the
birth of Five Roses and the improvement
of the bottling line that made Leone de
Castris rosé the first ever bottled rosé in
Italy and first rosé to be sold in the US.
The name “Five Roses” derives from a
crest belonging to the family, so called
because for several generations, each de
Castris had 5 children.
www.leonedecastris.com

— K E Y

P O I N T S —

• This winery is a great addition to
our portfolio in order to increase our
representation of Puglia in the market and
replace Cantele.
• They present two lines of wines with two
different price points for each varietal/item
in order to approach and target different
customers.
• They are located in Salice Salentino (in
province of Lecce) and are internationally
recognized as the most iconic, historical and
characteristic wineries of the area.

—P R O D U C T S

—

DONNA LISA PRIMITIVO 2014 (6)
FIVE ROSES ROSATO 2017 (12)
50 VENDEMMIA SALICE RISERVA 2015 (12)

VILLA SANTERA PRIMITIVO 2016 (12)
MESSAPIA VERDECA 2017 (12)
MAIANA SALICE 2016 (12)
MEDAGLIONE NEGROAMARO ROSATO 2017 (12)

MEDAGLIONE PRIMITIVO 2017 (12)
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—LA GANGHIJA | PIEMONTE—
—H I S T O R Y —
The history of this family-run winery
stretches back several generations of
the Rapalino family but it was not until
quite recently that La Ganghija evolved
into its present form (actually making
wine from its own grapes rather than
selling them). This idea came to the
young oenologist Enzo Rapalino while
working in the vineyards and studying
at La Scuola Enologica di Alba where he
learned the techniques of winemaking
and the importance of utilizing the right
ingredients to create high quality wines.
La Ganghija, (Piemontese for “vine
tendril,” symbolizing something small but
powerful), was created in 2004 out of
Enzo’s passion and love for wine. To him
it was the best way to showcase the
territory where he grew up: Treiso in
Piemonte.
Treiso is a land of great wines and scenic
beauty, and an important constituent of
the famous Barbaresco DOCG wine area.
La Ganghija is still very much a family affair
with Enzo’s wife Milena and his parents
Giovanni and Rita completing the team.
They currently farm their vineyards in the
communes of Treiso, Magliano Alfieri and
Madonna di Como (Alba).

— K E Y

P O I N T S —

• This portfolio addition is to complement
our Barbaresco offerings – showing a
different terroir of this region and having
the additional volume needed to supply
the increasing demand for Barbaresco from
Produttori.
• Depending on the area – usually Treiso
Terroir characterized wines that have lighter
body compared to Barbaresco produced in
Barbaresco – which has a more structured
and complex body.

— P R O D U C T S

—

CHARDONNAY 2018 (12)
DOLCETTO D’ALBA 2017 (12)
BARBERA D’ALBA SUPERIORE 2016 (12)

NEBBIOLO D’ALBA 2017 (12)
BARBARESCO 2015 (12)
BARBARESCO GIACOSA 2015 (12)

www. laganghija.com
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— GARESIO | PIEMONTE—
—H I S T O R Y —
Over the years, the passion that binds the
Garesio family to wine transformed into a
constant, painstaking research of the most
favorable places for vine cultivation, growing
indigenous grape varieties and opting for
farming practices that respect the environment
and the people working the land.
Since 2010, the family has acquired
approximately 64 hectares of land, 21 of which
are under vine, divided among Serralunga
d’Alba, the heart of Barolo, Perletto in Alta
Langa, Incisa Scapaccino and Castelnuovo
Calcea in Monferrato.
Along with the vineyards, the Garesio family has
undertaken the job of renovating and upgrading
an old farmstead in Serralunga d’Alba.
Balance, respect, and a deep understanding of
vines and vineyards: in the vineyard as in the
cellar, Garesio works so that the raw material
is naturally excellent. Absolute respect for the
terroir and its expressions, quality that begins in
the vineyard and no forcing.
Garesio manages the vineyards according to
a rational, non-invasive philosophy – the least
possible intervention, only when necessary, and
applied row by row, plant by plant if needed.
Each plot of land within the property has its
own identity card and its own development,
which is encouraged without excessive

— K E Y

P O I N T S —

• Wide offer of the SERRALUNGA terroir
with two Barolos:
o CERRETTA: only produced in the best
vintages. Made with grapes in organic
conversion high end and limited production
o SERRALUNGA D’ALBA: regular Serralunga
Barolo – more approachable and more
production
• Niche production of the newest Piedmont
DOCG – NIZZA DOCG- 100% Barbera
wines with a unique terroir and distinction
from other Barberas.
• Having a NIZZA DOCG wine will enhance
our strength as an indigenous varietals
specialist and as a scout of excellent niche
wineries who express their terroir in the best
way.
—P R O D U C T S —
NIZZA 2016 (6)
NIZZA RISERVA 2015 (6)
LANGHE NEBBIOLO 2015 (6)
BAROLO SERRALUNGA 2014 (6)
BAROLO CERRETTA 2013 (6)

interference or manipulation.
www.garesiovini.it
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—GIOVANNI ROSSO | SICILIA—
—H I S T O R Y —
This project was officially born in May 2016
with the purchase of the Etna estate near the
village Solicchiata of Castiglione di Sicilia by
Davide Rosso. The farm rises a few kilometers
before Passopisciaro down to Montedolce, a
small inactive crater that gives the name to
the Contrada. The winery is located on the
northeast side of the volcano, a perfectly suited
area for the production of red wines. The new
holdings extend for 14 hectares in one single
plot, of which 6 hectares are dedicated to
viticulture: 1.2 ha for the whites and 5.5 ha for
the reds (Carricante and Nerello Mascalese
with small percentages of other local grape
varieties, as the tradition requires). The training
system has been renamed as “candelabro.”
These are forty years old bush trained vines
(“alberello”), directed in two main branches
to allow regular rows. The average altitude is
750m a.s.l. In the next few years new vineyards
will be planted in the highest parts of the
property.
The soil is entirely made by lava sand and the
plants are farmed organically. The microclimate
is unique in the world, and the goal is to
produce wines able to tell the terroir with the
greatest style and elegance.

— K E Y

P O I N T S —

• New ETNA DOC wines for our portfolio
– the red based on NERELLO MASCALESE,
white on CARRICANTE – to represent a
new Volcanic area where we have no brands
yet.
• Giovanni Rosso purchased the Etna estate
near the village Solicchiata of Castiglione di
Sicilia.
• Located on Northeast side of the volcano
- this is the best area for the great ETNA
ROSSO with best producers growing
grapes here (Frank Cornelissenj – Palmento
Costanzo – Tornatore.)

—P R O D U C T S —
ETNA BIANCO 2017 (6)
ETNA ROSSO (2016 (6)

www.giovannirosso.com
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—DAVIDE FREGONESE | PIEMONTE—

—H I S T O R Y —
“Returning to the starting point can
become an exciting trip. At least for
me it was as such: after 25 years of
different experiences around the world,
I rediscovered a deep sense of belonging
to my homeland, along with a strong call
from my roots in Piedmont and my most
authentic passions. In the Langhe area,
among vineyard masters, eno-gastronomic
excellences and ancient wine traditions,
my dream has begun to shape up: my
wine dream.
“Thanks to the friendship and the
extraordinary skills of Luigi Vico and
Davide Rosso (owner of Giovanni Rosso
winery), I’ve been producing wines in
Serralunga d’Alba since 2014. Langhe
is the land of the highest expression of
the Nebbiolo wine grape, which gives to
the grapes all the historical and natural
heritage of these UNESCO sites.”
-Davide Fregonese

— K E Y

P O I N T S —

• Very exclusive and niche winery with a small
production of BAROLO in Serralunga d’Alba.
• Two prestigious cru: Prapò and Cerretta
only. Prapo’ is an iconic single vineyard in
SERRALUNGA
• These two Barolo are the perfect
expression of the SERRALUNGA Barolo –
round, robust, rich in flavors.
• Two unique gems from a different terroir
that complete our offer for a prestigious
Barolo’s Portfolio

—P R O D U C T S —
BAROLO PRAPO 2015 (6)
BAROLO CERRETTA 2015 (6)

www.davidefregonese.com
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