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BLANTON MUSEUM INVITES CITY TO SECOND ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY 
 

 
 
 
Free day-to-night festival will offer art, live music, food & drink, family activities, and a chance to 
explore Ellsworth Kelly's Austin 
 
AUSTIN, Texas—February 23, 2018—The Blanton Museum of Art will host the Blanton Block Party, a free 
community festival, on Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. The day-to-night party is a 
celebration for the city and offers a wealth of activities, including the opportunity to experience Austin, 
the newly opened building designed by renowned American artist Ellsworth Kelly. 
  
“Austin's festivals reflect its vibrant culture, and our annual Block Party is a great way to share the 
Blanton’s collection and outdoor space with a city that enjoys getting out and about,” says director 
Simone Wicha. “We’re delighted to be able to bring Austin’s diverse community together through art.” 
 
On the heels of last year’s successful event, attended by more than 17,000 visitors, this year’s Block 
Party gives the public a chance to visit Austin and its companion exhibition, Form into Spirit; explore the 
Blanton’s galleries; participate in family-friendly outdoor art making; listen to live music; and enjoy food 
and drinks from local eateries Chaiwalla, Pinkberry, Pueblo Viejo, The North Door, and the Blanton café. 
  
The Bright Light Social Hour, Jackie Venson, Suzanna Choffel, Cowboy Diplomacy, Jane Ellen Bryant, and 
The Peterson Brothers are among the acts that will perform throughout the day on a stage set against 
the picturesque backdrop of the Texas State Capitol. Outdoor art making will include projects created by 
Industry Print Shop and Dirty Easel. The Blanton Block Party is sponsored by KUTX, Black Fret, and My 
Event is the Bomb. Parking will be available in the Blanton/Brazos Parking Garage; visitors can bring their 
tickets to the museum Visitor Services desk for the $4 validation. 



### 
 
About Ellsworth Kelly’s AUSTIN:  
In January 2015, the renowned American artist Ellsworth Kelly gifted to the Blanton the design concept 
for his most monumental work, a 2,715-square-foot stone building with luminous colored glass 
windows, a totemic wood sculpture, and fourteen black and white marble panels. Titled Austin, 
honoring the artist’s tradition of naming particular works for the places for which they are destined, the 
structure is the only building the artist designed, and will be his most lasting legacy. Envisioned by Kelly 
as a site for joy and contemplation, Austin is a cornerstone of the Blanton’s permanent collection and 
will enrich the lives of visitors from around the world. The building is open during regular museum 
hours; entry is included with museum admission. For more about Austin and the artist, visit 
KellyattheBlanton.org. 
 
 
About the Blanton Museum of Art   
Founded in 1963, the Blanton Museum of Art holds the largest public collection in 
Central Texas with nearly 18,000 objects. Recognized for its modern and contemporary American and 
Latin American art, Italian Renaissance and Baroque paintings, and encyclopedic collection of prints and 
drawings, the Blanton offers thought provoking, visually arresting, and personally moving encounters 
with art. 
 
The museum is located at the intersection of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Congress Avenue and 
is open Tuesday through Friday from 10–5, Saturday from 11–5, and Sunday from 1–5. Thursdays are 
free admission days and every third Thursday the museum is open until 9. Admission Prices: Adults $9, 
Kids 12 and under FREE, Seniors (65+) $7, Youth/College Students (13–21) $5. Admission is free to 
members, all current UT ID-holders. For additional information call (512) 471–7324 or visit 
blantonmuseum.org 
 
 
 
 
 


