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The Poetry Foundation awards five Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent 
Rosenberg Poetry Fellowships annually, in the amount of $27,000. 
Fellows are also invited to publish in Poetry magazine and 
participate in an optional fellows gathering/reading. 

The fellowships were established in 1989 by the Indianapolis 
philanthropist Ruth Lilly and expanded in 2013 with a gift from the 
Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Memorial Fund.

Since 1989, the Poetry Foundation has awarded 110 fellowships. 
Past winners include Roger Reeves, Danez Smith, Franny Choi, José 
Olivares, Fatimah Asghar, Ocean Vuong, Erika L. Sánchez, Kaveh 
Akbar, and Jos Charles.

Background 
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● Applicants must between the ages of 21 and 31 in 2026. If you are turning 21 or are 
31 at any time in 2026 you are eligible to apply.

● Applicants should be able to demonstrate a commitment to poetry.
● Applicants must be US citizens (including those living abroad) or currently reside in 

the US (regardless of immigration status).
● Applicants will be required to submit an application via the Poetry Foundation’s online 

awards portal that contains a poetry work sample not to exceed 10 pages by Monday, 
March 2nd at 5:00PM (Central). 

● We do not begin reviewing applications until AFTER the application deadline. 
● Please review your application thoroughly before submitting. Once your application 

is submitted you cannot request changes. 
● All applications will be reviewed by an external committee of reviewers, and finalists 

will be chosen by a committee of final round judges. All reviewers and judges are 
poets, and are paid for their work as reviewers. 

Application Guidelines
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Please note: By law the Poetry Foundation must report cash prizes awarded to 
individuals to the Internal Revenue Service. If individuals have a Social Security 
Number (SSN) or an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), the 
individual will receive a 1099-MISC. If the individual does not have an SSN or 
ITIN, the individual will receive a 1042 and could be subject to a withholding of 
percentage of the cash prize.

Application Guidelines

5



In addition to the 10 page poetry work sample, you will be asked the 
following questions as part of the application:

● How would you describe your work as a poet (what are you engaging 
with, questioning, challenging, and/or imagining)? What are you most 
proud of in your writing? 

● In what ways are you engaged with poetry outside of your own writing 
practice?

● What poets influence you and your writing?
● What are your future goals in regards to poetry? 
● Optional: Have you experienced any barriers to support as a poet that you 

would like for us to consider?

We also ask that you upload a resume or curriculum vitae (CV), which 
includes any education, professional positions, grants, prizes, fellowships, 
awards, residencies, commissions, etc. 

Application Questions
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The Poetry Foundation offers alternative application formats (e.g., audio 
format, video format, and interview with transcription) for accessibility 
purposes. The applications will be transcribed into the application format in 
the portal. Please contact Grants@PoetryFoundation.org by February 20, 
2026 to arrange a method of submitting the application that best meets your 
accessibility needs.

Please note, if you have not set up an account in our system, you will have to 
register for an account before applying. February 27, 2026 is the deadline to 
submit application portal registration for first time applicants.

https://poetryfoundation.fluxx.io/user_sessions/new

Awards Application Portal
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Registration Step 1 



Registration Step 2

Choose “Fellowship Application as an individual” 
and complete the registration form



Registration email with 
login link - Please check 
your spam folder



Step 1: Access application page Step 2: Access application

Once you are logged into the portal: 



How to continue working on an application you have already started 



● January 15 - applications opened
● February 20 - deadline to request alternate application format for 

accessibility purposes
○ The Poetry Foundation offers alternative application formats (e.g., audio format, video format, and 

interview with transcription) for accessibility purposes. The applications will be transcribed into 
the application format in the portal. Please contact Grants@PoetryFoundation.org to arrange a 
method of submitting the application that best meets your accessibility needs.

● February 27 - deadline to submit registration request for first time 
applicants

● Monday, March 2, 5:00 PM (CT)  - application deadline  
● Late July - applicants notified of decision
● Early-August - public announcement of fellows and finalists

2026 Timeline
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Questions? 

Please use the Q&A function 
to ask questions at this time. 

14



Thank you.
If you have any further questions or need any 
assistance, please contact us at:  

Grants@PoetryFoundation.org
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