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CSI LANGUAGE 
Commas 

IDEAL UNIT:  Punctuation: Commas TIME RANGE:  30-45 
Minutes 

SUPPLIES:  Pencil & Paper 
 

TOPICS OF FOCUS: 
 
 

- Commas in series, dates and places 
- Commas in compound and complex 

sentences 
- Commas for direct address 

- Commas for introductory words, 
interjections, and interrupters 

- Commas with coordinate adjectives 
- Commas with nonrestrictive elements 

 

	

 

COMMON CORE ALIGNMENT: 
 

o 

L.1.2.C Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

L.3.2.B Use commas in addresses. 

L.4.2.C Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

L.5.2.B Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence. 

L.5.2.C 
Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag 
question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to indicate direct 
address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

L.6.2.A Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements. 

L.7.2.A Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable 
movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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General Procedures 
 
*A.) As an optional hook, you can provide or read students the letter from Professor Weiss. These are 
relatively the same for each CSI activity and introduce the criminal and world region it takes place. 
 
B.) Provide groups (ideally 2-3), the possible suspects, 6 crime scene puzzles and a worksheet to use to 
record their findings. You may choose to laminate the criminals or crime scenes for easier reuse. They 
also work well printed as a packet.  
 
C.) Students will work to solve the crime. A vandal has gone and tried to destroy language as we know it. 
Generally, it takes between 30-45 minutes to complete. You can drop hints or provide assistance to help 
groups that are behind the pace. There are some situations that require students to identify errors and 
others that check understanding of the punctuation rules. Previewing which crime scenes might be the 
most challenging will help you be prepared to help small groups or the whole class.  
 
The errors are designed to test on all the above topics of focus, scattered throughout the crime scenes. 
**Special Note** The Oxford Comma is used and expected in this activity. 
 
D.) At the end of each scene, students will receive a clue that will substitute into the “Cryptic Text 
Message”. This provides an element of self-checking because if the Cryptic Text does not lead to a 
criminal, they know they need to recheck their work. In the end, students will determine which suspect 
should be arrested. The gender, race and ethnicity of the guilty “suspect” are intentionally varied across 
the entire CSI series. 
 
*E.) There is an emphasis on “evidence” since this is an investigation. This may mean circling the errors 
and even showing the appropriate corrections. You may like for students to create a portfolio of evidence 
proving that they have arrested the right person and will demonstrate their understanding of their 
historical content present in the problem.  
 
*F.) Some teachers enjoy having their students present and defend their evidence to the class in a brief 
oral presentation.  
 
*Optional Extensions 
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THE EVIDENCE 
 

INVESTIGATOR:______________________________________ 
		

 

1.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

2.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

3.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

4.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

5.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

6.   
   

CLUE 
 

 
 

   CRYPTIC TEXT MESSAGE 
   

SUSPECT 
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CSI: Commas 
	
	
	
	
Detectives,  
 
As you know, we are after a group of international evil geniuses, the Grammanators. Our 
evidence indicates they have plans to vandalize the world’s punctuation – to ruin accurate 
communication around the world. In their last escapade, one of the anonymous henchmen, 
Clause Setoff, vandalized commas all around Britain. We fear this is another step in the 
Grammanators’ world-conquering plans as they attempt to build a time machine to 
permanently alter language. 
 
The Grammantors use codes to communicate with each other. 
To claim their work, they send copies of their altered text to 
their teammates. When complete, they send a cryptic text 
message to their teammates to boast. The text message when 
unscrambled correctly will reveal Clause Setoff’s secret 
passcode.  So far there are six suspects that police have 
questioned.  
 
It is hoped that someone with a strong understanding of 
comma rules can use their knowledge to check the vandalism 
at the crime scenes.  
 
Your job is to bring Clause Setoff to justice and save the 
world’s language skills. You need to be prepared to state your 
case and demonstrate your understanding of commas across 
the following topics that Clause Setoff is known to use in the 
notes: 
 

- Basic information  

- Cities 

- Politics 

- Landmarks 

- History 

- Famous residents 

In your investigation, be sure to explain all of your thoughts. We need to have clear evidence 
that supports your conclusions. This is not a time to be sloppy. The slightest illegible footnote 
could result in a not guilty verdict.  
 

Good luck to you, gumshoe, 

Professor Weiss 
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THE SUSPECTS 

Who is Clause Setoff? 
 

NAME Bianca  

OCCUPATION Baker 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Person 

 

NAME Randal 
 

OCCUPATION Dentist 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Place 

 

NAME Donnie 
 

OCCUPATION Factory 
Supervisor 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Career 

 

NAME Sue 
 

OCCUPATION Corrections 
Officer 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Sports 

 

NAME Tripiti 
 

OCCUPATION Pet Store 
Owner 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Device 

 

NAME Stu 
 

OCCUPATION Chef 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Music 

 

 

🔍 🔎 
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Scene #1   The UK’s Wikipedia Page 
 
Clause Setoff has begun ruining the truth about the UK on their Wikipedia page. Clause was 
deep in the Wikipedia source code, and engineers have discovered that server information was 
stolen. 
 
Muhahahahha! After I am done with you, I will be the only one that 
correctly knows how to use commas! And with that power, I will control 
language and thought! 
 
The sentences below have had all of their commas removed. Use the word 
bank to identify where the commas should be placed. The leftovers reveal 
the first clue. 
 

1. The United Kingdom an island nation in 
northwestern Europe has a population of 65.6 
million.  
 

2. It is made up of four countries. These are 
England Scotland Northern Ireland and Wales. 

 
3. On June 2 1953 Queen Elizabeth became the 

Queen of England. She is still the queen today. 
 

4. Although a relatively small nation by landmass the UK is the 
sixth largest economy in the world. 

 

Word Bank 
Cross out the words in the bank that should have a comma after them in the sentences. 

 

Kingdom, = 1 nation, = 2 Europe, = 3 has, = 4 

England, = 5 Scotland, = 6 Ireland, = 7 June, = 8 

2, = 9 1953, = 10 Elizabeth, = 1 Although, = 2 

nation, = 3 landmass, = 4 sixth, = 5 economy, = 7 
 
 

Add the numbers next to the leftover words in the bank. Identify the letter that your total points to. 
 

21 27 32 48 58 62 
      

E U R O P E 
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Scene #2  The British Tourist Office -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff broke into the largest gathering place for British tourists. Three toy double decker 
buses were stolen, though it is unclear how they will be used in the world conquering device. 
 

 
The UK is a fascinating country to visit. We have over 36 
million visitors a year. Deciding where to visit in the UK 
can be tricky. Here’s some more information about what’s 
on offer around our beautiful country.   
 

Cities to Visit 
 

Clause has been switching around those commas! 
Which sentence doesn’t have commas in the correct 
places? 

 

London, capital of the UK, is a modern city with a history 
stretching back to Roman times.  M 

Home to one of the most famous and prestigious universities in 
the world Oxford, is a city for your bucket list.   I 

Take some time to travel north to Scotland’s beautiful capital 
city of Edinburgh, home to the majestic Edinburgh Castle.  N 

The often overlooked city of Cardiff is the capital city of Wales, 
the country of male voice choirs, green hills, and rain.  D 

Manchester is best known for its two world class football 
teams, but it also boasts a rich and fascinating industrial 
heritage.  G 

Take a short flight over the water to Belfast in Northern 
Ireland, birthplace of the ill-fated Titanic.	  A 

If you’re a Harry Potter fan, don’t miss a quick trip to Alnwich 
Castle, the real life Hogwarts!  

P 
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Scene #3   The United Nations Association – UK -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff is suspected of trying to destroy the reputation of the UN by vanadalizing their 
political text. They also noted that five olive branches were stolen. 
 
 

The United Kingdom is a founding member of the United Nations. It is one of five 
permament members of the UN Security Council. 
 

Politics of the United Kingdom 
 

Political information about the UK has been scattered. List the sentence 
numbers under the appropriate comma rule that is followed in the sentence. 
Which one comma rule has the most example sentences? 

 

Use a comma with 
nonrestrictive elements. 

Use a comma for a 
compound sentence. 

Use a comma for a 
complex sentence. 

   

  

Political Information 
#1 

The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy, which means its people 
vote for members of Parliament to represent them. 

#2 
Queen Elizabeth II is the head of state, but she does not actually govern the 
country. 

#3 The government, led by the prime minister, governs the country. 

#4 
Parliament, where laws are made, is made up of the House of Commons, the 
House of Lords, and the queen. 

#5 Theresa May, leader of the Conservative Party, is the current prime minister.  

#6 
Scotland has its own Parliament and can make its own laws on certain things, 
whereas Northern Ireland and Wales have more limited powers. 

#7 
After a controversial referendum in June 2016, the UK voted to leave the 
European Union. 

#8 
Brexit, the decision to leave the EU, is the most divisive political issue in 
British politics today.   

 
 
 

Which rule has the 
most sentences? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nonrestrictive elements  C,C 

Compound sentences  T,T 

Complex sentences  R,R 
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Scene #4   Yelp.com 
 
Clause Setoff has gone back into the web to create even more havoc. While Clause was on the 
net, Yelp belives 400 coupon codes were stolen. 
 
You better yelp for help! My grammar destruction campaign continues into the country’s most 
singificant landmarks! 
 

Yelp Reviews 
Commas were taken from some of the descriptions. Which descriptions have errors? 

 

B
uc

ki
ng

ha
m

 
Pa

la
nc

e 

 

We went to watch the Changing of the Guards. AMAZING! 
If you’re a fan of the queen the royal family and all things 
British, you HAVE to visit! 

St
on

eh
en

ge
 

 

You can’t climb on the stones because needless to say 
they were starting to be damaged. It’s still worth a visit 
though. Kind of spooky at night too!   

To
w

er
 o

f 
Lo

nd
on

 

 

The beefeater tours are a great way to hear the stories of 
the Tower’s gruesome history! There's so much history 
here that we ended up staying all day. 
 

B
ig

 B
en

 

 

NERD ALERT - people think Big Ben is the name of the 
clock, but it’s actually the name of the bell inside! This 
remarkable iconic landmark is best viewed from across 
the river. 

R
om

an
 B

at
hs

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen of Yelp, let me present to you the 
Roman Baths in the city of Bath. What a day out we had! 
The beautiful architecture is a sight to behold. The Pump 
Room Restaurant was delicious too.  

Lo
ch

 N
es

s 

 

Was Loch Ness worth the long train ride up to Scotland? 
Yes it certainly was! What a spectacular place! 

 
 

How many of the Yelp reviews have comma errors? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
      

Q U E E N Y 
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Scene #5   British Museum -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff snuck into the British Museum after hours and stole three carts of Maya artifacts. 
A security guard noticed an exhibit on British history had been vandalized. 
 

It seems this museum has gathered artifacts from cultures all over the 
world. I wonder how they got them.  
 
Anywho, it is time I mix up this history and destroy their sense of 
language! I’ve deleted a rule! 
 

British HistorY 
Match historical sentences with the comma rules that they illustrate. 
One of these historical events has had its comma rule deleted! 
 

 

The Plague, also known as The Black Death, swept 
England in 1346. Over a quarter of the population 
were killed. 

 

Commas should be used  
between coordinate adjectives. 

Commas are used to separate  
the date from the year. 

Commas are used to  
separate words and word  
groups in a simple series  

of three or more items. 

In a complex sentence of two 
independent clauses, a comma 

should be placed right before the 
conjunction joining the clauses. 

Nonrestrictive elements should  
be set off from the rest of the 

sentence using commas. 
 

VE Day officially marked the end of World War II in 
1945. Britain had faced heavy losses, air raids, 
rationing, and other hardships during the long 
years of war.  

 

Napoleon Bonaparte of France went to war with the 
British in 1815. He was defeated at the famous 
Battle of Waterloo in Waterloo, Belgium. 

 

The Battle of Hastings took place in 1066. This is 
arguably the most famous date in British history, 
but no one knows for sure whether the arrow in the 
eye story from the battle is really true. 

 

The Gunpowder Plot: This attempt by Catholic 
plotters to assassinate the king on November 5, 
1605, is still remembered with firework displays 
every year. 

 

Queen Victoria became Queen of England in 1837. 
Her reign saw industrial, cultural, and scientific 
advances that changed the way of life for people 
across the world. 

 

 

Which historical event’s rule has been deleted? 
 

Queen 
Victoria 

Gunpowder 
Plot 

Battle of 
Hastings 

Battle of 
Waterloo 

World War 
II The Plague 

      
C A S T L E 
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Scene #6   The Globe Theatre -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff dug a tunnel underneath the Globe Theater and stole props from MacBeth. While 
Clause was there, it appears a text was vandalized. 

 
Shakespeare Wakespeare. Clause Setoff is going to be the redefiner of 
the whole writing game. Shakespeare’s going to try to follow me on 
Instagram, and I’m going to block him. 
	

To edit or not to edit... 
 

Which section has the most comma errors? They might be commas in 
the wrong places or commas that are missing. 
 

i. 
William Shakespeare was born in 1564 in Stratford-Upon-Avon England. He was the third 
of eight children. Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway on November 28 1582. They had 
three children together. His twins were born in 1585 but he wasn’t heard of again until 
1592. This time is now called his “lost years.” 

ii. 
By the early 1590s Shakespeare was a partner in the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. This was a 
very popular acting group in London. In 1599, Shakespeare and his business partners built 
their own theater. They called it The Globe. In 1605 he bought some real estate. This, we 
think gave him enough money to focus on writing his plays.  

iii. 

Shakespeare wrote 37 plays over 20 years. His earlier plays were mostly comedies and 
histories. The famous story Romeo and Juliet, a tragedy was also one of his early plays. His 
histories included Henry VI (Parts I, II and III), Richard II, Henry V, and Julius Caesar. His 
comedies included A Midsummer’s Night Dream As You Like It, Much Ado About Nothing, 
The Merchant of Venice, and Twelfth Night. After 1600, he wrote lots of tragedies. These 
included Hamlet Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth. In these plays, the hero often makes one 
bad mistake that leads to their failure.  

iv. 

Shakespeare is not only remembered as England’s national poet but, is one of the greatest 
play writers of all time. His plays are very popular still today and his language and sayings 
have contributed to today’s everyday speech. His stories are still retold in modern ways 
through plays books, and film. Some people wonder, whether Shakespeare was the real 
author of all of his plays. They claim that with his limited education he wouldn’t be able to 
write such advanced plays. However most experts agree, that he is the real author.  

 

Which of the four sections contains the most errors? 
 

 
 
 

 

CRYPTIC TEXT MESSAGE 
	

Unscramble to catch me. LOL, no. 
Quite a sticky wicket you have here. 

 
L8r, Clause Setoff 

1 2 3 4 
    

B O O K 
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THE SUSPECTS 

Who is Clause Setoff? 
 

NAME Bianca  

OCCUPATION Baker 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Person 

 

NAME Randal 
 

OCCUPATION Dentist 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Place 

 

NAME Donnie 
 

OCCUPATION Factory 
Supervisor 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Career 

 

NAME Sue 
 

OCCUPATION Corrections 
Officer 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Leisure 
CRICKET 

 

NAME Tripiti 
 

OCCUPATION Pet Store 
Owner 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Device 

 

NAME Stu 
 

OCCUPATION Chef 

PREFERRED 
PASSCODE 
CATEGORY 

Food 

 

 

🔍 🔎 
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Scene #1   The UK’s Wikipedia Page 
 
Clause Setoff has begun ruining the truth about the UK on their Wikipedia page. Clause was 
deep in the Wikipedia source code, and engineers have discovered that server information was 
stolen. 
 
Muhahahahha! After I am done with you, I will be the only one that 
correctly knows how to use commas! And with that power, I will control 
language and thought! 
 
The sentences below have had all of their commas removed. Use the word 
bank to identify where the commas should be placed. The leftovers reveal 
the first clue. 
 

1. The United Kingdom an island nation in 
northwestern Europe has a population of 65.6 
million.  
 

2. It is made up of four countries. These are 
England Scotland Northern Ireland and Wales. 

 
3. On June 2 1953 Queen Elizabeth became the 

Queen of England. She is still the queen today. 
 

4. Although a relatively small nation by landmass the UK is the 
sixth largest economy in the world. 

 

Word Bank 
Cross out the words in the bank that should have a comma after them in the sentences. 

 

Kingdom, = 1 nation, = 2 Europe, = 3 has, = 4 

England, = 5 Scotland, = 6 Ireland, = 7 June, = 8 

2, = 9 1953, = 10 Elizabeth, = 1 Although, = 2 

nation, = 3 landmass, = 4 sixth, = 5 economy, = 7 
 
 

Add the numbers next to the leftover words in the bank. Identify the letter that your total points to. 
 

21 27 32 48 58 62 
      

E U R O P E 
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Scene #2  The British Tourist Office -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff broke into the largest gathering place for British tourists. Three toy double decker 
buses were stolen, though it is unclear how they will be used in the world conquering device. 
 

 
The UK is a fascinating country to visit. We have over 36 
million visitors a year. Deciding where to visit in the UK 
can be tricky. Here’s some more information about what’s 
on offer around our beautiful country.   
 

Cities to Visit 
 

Clause has been switching around those commas! 
Which sentence doesn’t have commas in the correct 
places? 

 

London, capital of the UK, is a modern city with a history 
stretching back to Roman times.  M 

Home to one of the most famous and prestigious universities in 
the world Oxford, is a city for your bucket list.   I 

Take some time to travel north to Scotland’s beautiful capital 
city of Edinburgh, home to the majestic Edinburgh Castle.  N 

The often overlooked city of Cardiff is the capital city of Wales, 
the country of male voice choirs, green hills, and rain.  D 

Manchester is best known for its two world class football 
teams, but it also boasts a rich and fascinating industrial 
heritage.  G 

Take a short flight over the water to Belfast in Northern 
Ireland, birthplace of the ill-fated Titanic.	
  A 

If you’re a Harry Potter fan, don’t miss a quick trip to Alnwich 
Castle, the real life Hogwarts!  

P 
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Scene #3   The United Nations Association – UK -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff is suspected of trying to destroy the reputation of the UN by vanadalizing their 
political text. They also noted that five olive branches were stolen. 
 
 

The United Kingdom is a founding member of the United Nations. It is one of five 
permament members of the UN Security Council. 
 

Politics of the United Kingdom 
 

Political information about the UK has been scattered. List the sentence 
numbers under the appropriate comma rule that if followed in the sentence. 
Which one comma rule has the most example sentences? 

 

Use a comma with 
nonrestrictive elements. 

Use a comma for a 
compound sentence. 

Use a comma for a 
complex sentence. 

Sentence #3 
Sentence #4 
Sentence #5 
Sentence #8 

Sentence #2 
Sentence #6 Sentence #1 

Sentence #7 
 

  

Political Information 
#1 

The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy, which means its people 
vote for members of Parliament to represent them. 

#2 
Queen Elizabeth II is the head of state, but she does not actually govern the 
country. 

#3 The government, led by the prime minister, governs the country. 

#4 
Parliament, where laws are made, is made up of the House of Commons, the 
House of Lords, and the queen. 

#5 Theresa May, leader of the Conservative Party, is the current prime minister.  

#6 
Scotland has its own Parliament and can make its own laws on certain things, 
whereas Northern Ireland and Wales have more limited powers. 

#7 
After a controversial referendum in June 2016, the UK voted to leave the 
European Union. 

#8 
Brexit, the decision to leave the EU, is the most divisive political issue in 
British politics today.   

 
 
 

Which rule has the 
most sentences? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nonrestrictive elements  C,C 

Compound sentences  T,T 

Complex sentences  R,R 
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Scene #4   Yelp.com 
 
Clause Setoff has gone back into the web to create even more havoc. While Clause was on the 
net, Yelp belives 400 coupon codes were stolen. 
 
You better yelp for help! My grammar destruction campaign continues into the country’s most 
singificant landmarks! 
 

Yelp Reviews 
Commas were taken from some of the descriptions. Which descriptions have errors? 

B
uc

ki
ng

ha
m

 
Pa

la
nc

e 

 

We went to watch the Changing of the Guards. AMAZING! 
If you’re a fan of the queen the royal family and all things 
British, you HAVE to visit! 

St
on

eh
en

ge
 

 

You can’t climb on the stones because needless to say 
they were starting to be damaged. It’s still worth a visit 
though. Kind of spooky at night too!   

To
w

er
 o

f 
Lo

nd
on

 

 

The beefeater tours are a great way to hear the stories of 
the Tower’s gruesome history! There's so much history 
here that we ended up staying all day. 
 

B
ig

 B
en

 

 

NERD ALERT - people think Big Ben is the name of the 
clock, but it’s actually the name of the bell inside! This 
remarkable iconic landmark is best viewed from across 
the river. 

R
om

an
 B

at
hs

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen of Yelp, let me present to you the 
Roman Baths in the city of Bath. What a day out we had! 
The beautiful architecture is a sight to behold. The Pump 
Room Restaurant was delicious too.  

Lo
ch

 N
es

s 

 

Was Loch Ness worth the long train ride up to Scotland? 
Yes it certainly was! What a spectacular place! 

 
 

How many of the Yelp reviews have comma errors? 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
      

Q U E E N Y 



© Clark Creative Education 

Scene #5   British Museum -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff snuck into the British Museum after hours and stole three carts of Maya artifacts. 
A security guard noticed an exhibit on British history had been vandalized. 
 

It seems this museum has gathered artifacts from cultures all over the 
world. I wonder how they got them. 
 
Anywho, it is time I mix up this history and destroy their sense of 
language! I’ve deleted a rule! 
 

British HistorY 
Match historical sentences with the comma rules that they illustrate. 
One of these historical events has had its comma rule deleted! 
 

 

The Plague, also known as The Black Death, swept 
England in 1346. Over a quarter of the population 
were killed. 

 Commas should be used between 
coordinate adjectives. 

VE Day officially marked the end of World War II in 
1945. Britain had faced heavy losses, air raids, 
rationing, and other hardships during the long years 
of war.  

 Commas are used to separate the 
date from the year. 

Napoleon Bonaparte of France went to war with the 
British in 1815. He was defeated at the famous Battle 
of Waterloo in Waterloo, Belgium. 

 

Commas are used to separate 
words and word groups in a 

simple series of three or more 
items. 

The Battle of Hastings took place in 1066. This is 
arguably the most famous date in British history, but 
no one knows for sure whether the arrow in the eye 
story from the battle is really true. 

 

In a complex sentence of two 
independent clauses, a comma 

should be placed right before the 
conjunction joining the clauses. 

The Gunpowder Plot: This attempt by Catholic plotters 
to assassinate the king on November 5, 1605, is still 
remembered with firework displays every year. 

 
Nonrestrictive elements should be 

set off from the rest of the 
sentence using commas. 

Queen Victoria became Queen of England in 1837. Her 
reign saw industrial, cultural, and scientific advances 
that changed the way of life for people across the 
world. 

  

 

Which historical event’s rule has been deleted? 
 

Queen 
Victoria 

Gunpowder 
Plot 

Battle of 
Hastings 

Battle of 
Waterloo 

World War 
II The Plague 

      
C A S T L E 
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Scene #6   The Globe Theatre -- London, England 
 
Clause Setoff dug a tunnel underneath the Globe Theater and stole props from MacBeth. While 
Clause was there, it appears a text was vandalized. 

 
Shakespeare Wakespeare. Clause Setoff is going to be the redefiner of 
the whole writing game. Shakespeare’s going to try to follow me on 
Instagram, and I’m going to block him. 
	

To edit or not to edit... 
 

Which section has the most comma errors? They might be commas in 
the wrong places or commas that are missing. 
 

i. 
William Shakespeare was born in 1564 in Stratford-Upon-Avon England. He was the third 
of eight children. Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway on November 28 1582. They had 
three children together. His twins were born in 1585 but he wasn’t heard of again until 
1592. This time is now called his “lost years.” 

ii. 
By the early 1590s Shakespeare was a partner in the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. This was a 
very popular acting group in London. In 1599, Shakespeare and his business partners built 
their own theater. They called it The Globe. In 1605 he bought some real estate. This, we 
think gave him enough money to focus on writing his plays.  

iii. 

Shakespeare wrote 37 plays over 20 years. His earlier plays were mostly comedies and 
histories. The famous story Romeo and Juliet, a tragedy was also one of his early plays. His 
histories included Henry VI (Parts I, II and III), Richard II, Henry V, and Julius Caesar. His 
comedies included A Midsummer’s Night Dream As You Like It, Much Ado About Nothing, 
The Merchant of Venice, and Twelfth Night. After 1600, he wrote lots of tragedies. These 
included Hamlet Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth. In these plays, the hero often makes one 
bad mistake that leads to their failure.  

iv. 

Shakespeare is not only remembered as England’s national poet but, is one of the greatest 
play writers of all time. His plays are very popular still today and his language and sayings 
have contributed to today’s everyday speech. His stories are still retold in modern ways 
through plays books, and film. Some people wonder, whether Shakespeare was the real 
author of all of his plays. They claim that with his limited education he wouldn’t be able to 
write such advanced plays. However most experts agree, that he is the real author.  

 

Which of the four sections contains the most errors? 
 

 
 
 

 

CRYPTIC TEXT MESSAGE 
	

Unscramble to catch me. LOL, no. 
Quite a sticky wicket you have here. 

C-R-I-C-K-E-T  
L8r, Clause Setoff 

1 2 3 4 
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Rubric 
	
	
	
	
	

Skills & Understandings Exemplary Proficient Developing 

I can identify the correct use of commas in a series.     

I can identify the correct use of commas in dates 
and with place names. 

   

I can identify where commas should be used in 
compound and complex sentences. 

   

I can identify the correct use of commas for direct 
address, introductory words, interjections, and 
interrupters. 

   

I can identify the correct use of commas between 
coordinate adjectives. 

   

I can identify the correct use of commas with 
nonrestrictive elements. 
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