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A Paradise Secret Worth Discovering

The British Virgin Islands (BVI) are part of the Virgin Islands archipelago and are located in the Leeward 

Islands of the Lesser Antilles and are part of the West Indies. The BVI is located to the east of Puerto 

Rico and the US Virgin Islands and northwest of Anguilla. O�cially they are a British Overseas Territory. 

The British Virgin Islands consist of four main islands Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada, and Jost Van 

Dyke. However, there are more than 50 other smaller islands and cays to explore - of these islands, 

around 16 are inhabited. Tortola, the largest and most well-known island, hosts the capital, Road Town. 

The BVI is a vacationer's dream, with tourism accounting for approximately 45% of the national income. 

The islands are famous for their numerous, mainly deserted, white sand beaches, hidden bars, and 

coral reefs. They are one of the world's most incredible destinations for sailing, and with so many 

islands to explore, the nautical lifestyle will hook you in. Financial services generate the other half of the 

income for the territory; the majority of this revenue is caused by the licensing of o�shore companies 

and related services. 

The BVI truly are 'Nature's Little Secrets', a paradise secret worth discovering!

British Virgin Islanders

18.4207° N, 64.6400° W  (129 mi east of Puerto Rico / 362 mi from the Dominican Republic)

30,030  (2019 estimates)

Road Town, Tortola

58 mi² (with Tortola being the most significant island at ~12 mi long and an avg. width of 3.1 miles)

Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Jost Van Dyke & Anegada

Financial Services and Tourism

British Overseas Territory
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Demonym:

Location:

Population:

Capital:

Size:

Main Islands:

Primary Industries:

Political Status:

Annual Public Holidays:
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FIND YOUR PARADISE
These islands are a paradise secret worth discovering, 
with numerous powder sand beaches, mountain vistas, 

and career opportunities. 



YOUR CAREER
Financial Services Industry

Coupling a history with the UK and the 

proximity to the USA, Puerto Rico and the 

wider Caribbean, the British Virgin Islands 

boast a strong reputation as a leading 

o�shore jurisdiction with over 415,000 

companies registered. This o�ers 

professionals challenging and exciting work, 

as well as much sought after quality of life.

The BVI can credit its success to several 

advantages of doing business in the 

jurisdiction; among these, their strengths 

include a sophisticated legislative and 

regulatory framework, ease and 

cost-e�ectiveness of incorporation, 

cross-border joint venture agreements, no 

taxation or residency requirements and the 

ease in which profits can be released through 

dividends and distributions. 

Unmatched Career Potential

It's no secret that the British Virgin Islands is one of the places to be if 

your line of work falls within the financial services industry. The o�shore 

market has experienced unparalleled growth in the last decade, with no 

end in sight. Accordingly, the demand for qualified professionals has 

never been greater. 

Salaries are uniformly high in the BVI, with a favourable tax position of a 

flat 8% income tax. With this low taxation rate, you can expect your 

take-home pay to only have a few minor expenses coming out each 

month for health insurance and pension. Onshore professionals often 

find themselves earning as much as double their current salaries when 

they move O�shore, depending on area of expertise and experience. 

Relocation expenses and temporary accommodation and transport are 

also included as standard in most packages in the BVI. 

Due to its size, the BVI's o�ers financial services professionals the 

opportunity to work in smaller teams and become integral to the 

business. You will work closely with clients in an environment with a 

vibrant and entrepreneurial spirit. Mixed with the un-matched work-life 

balance experienced in comparison to onshore, it makes a career in the 

BVI a dream come true.

AT A GLANCE

Over 2,400 registered funds in the BVI • around 417,000 active incorporated companies • an estimated 40% of the 

world's o�shore companies are registered in Tortola • incorporation fees account for around 50% of government 

revenue • an estimated 2,200 employees in the business and �nance sector • low payroll tax environment
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Whilst career potential in the BVI is enviable, the lifestyle is really what makes this jurisdiction stand out 

amongst the crowd. The country is small, but there is plenty of history and an abundance of natural 

beauty in the mountainous interior. Matched with coastlines, pristine beaches, and a warm ocean tend 

to keep people here.

Sports

The British Virgin Islands is a paradise for watersports; with so many reefs to explore, scuba diving is 

regularly available across all the islands. If you're looking to spend the day on the water rather than 

under, there are several well-established locations throughout the BVI for kiteboarding or windsurfing 

and incredible surfing for those trying to catch a big wave.  

The Tortola Sports Club boasts four floodlit hard court tennis courts, two indoor squash courts, an 

air-conditioned gym, and a clubhouse with all amenities. Sports enthusiasts can be assured that there 

is a sport waiting for them, from track & field, basketball, volleyball, rugby, cycling, football, and cricket, 

to name a few.

Entertainment

The BVI is legendary for its island hopping, and on the weekends, many locals will island-hop, landing 

at some of the most famous beach bars in the world. Jost Van Dyke is home to two, Foxy's, where you 

can listen to live bands and meet the legend himself or swim up to the Soggy Dollar Bar in White Bay 

where the famous Painkiller cocktail awaits. Enjoy Sunset at Pirates Bight on Norman Island or explore 

the magic and mystery of the Baths on Virgin Gorda.

Cocktails aren't all that awaits you, as the BVI is famous for its Caribbean cuisine, with local dishes being 

one of the best ways to experience the exotic location. Some local foods include- Fungi, Callaloo, 

Johnnycake, Pates, Roti, Jerk, and others. 

Travel

The BVI has a small international airport on Beef Island, with direct flights to Puerto Rico, St Thomas, 

Antigua & St Maarten. Road Town is a central hub for ferries with regular services to the outlying islands 

and St Thomas. As there are no direct flights from the US, Canada, or the UK, you can connect to all 

other destinations through the mentioned Caribbean hubs. With direct flights to other exciting 

Caribbean Islands, you can take advantage of long weekend trips and experience all this area of the 

world has to o�er.
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AT A GLANCE

Hub to most of 
the region's 

sailboat racing 
and largest 

Regatta in the 
Caribbean

More than 20 
sports associations 

and clubs are 
ready to recruit you 

for a friendly 
competition

Numerous 
high-end gyms 

o�ering free 
weights, training, 
cardio equipment, 

and classes

60 dive site 
moorings with a 

significant variety 
of topography and 
conditions to suit 

all levels

Daily 78°F 
average 

temperature 
creating the 
perfect day, 
every day



A BRIEF HISTORY
Over the past 500 plus years since European navigators first 
sighted the BVI, the territory has grown from a rugged 
outpost inhabited by pirates and seafarers to a financial hub 
and tourism hotspot.

First Sightings

Before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1493, the 

islands were thought to be occupied by Arawak Indians and 

Caribs, like many other islands in the region. 

On his arrival, Columbus named the islands St. Ursula and the 

Eleven Thousand Virgins, which was soon shortened to "The 

Virgins" after the legend of Saint Ursula. It is unclear if 

Columbus named the islands because he spotted them on 

October 21st, which is Saint Ursula's Feast Day or if it was 

because he saw one larger island (which he named Virgin 

Gorda "Fat Virgin") accompanied by a myriad of smaller 

islands and it reminded him of the legend.

After the arrival of Columbus, the islands became an early 

haunt of buccaneers and pirates, with Tortola being first 

settled in 1648 by Dutch buccaneers, who held the island until 

it was taken over in 1666 by a group of English planters and 

subsequently was annexed to the British-administered 

Leeward Islands, beginning the British colonization of the 

islands.

<1493  • Pre-Columbian Amerindian settlement

1493  • Christopher Columbus arrives

1612  • Beginning of European settlement

1672  • British control begins 

1834  • Emancipation of slaves

1958  • Only 12 miles of workable roads; over the 
next 12 years, this was vastly improved

1958  • Declined to join the Federation of the West 
Indies, a crucial move in the development 
of the o�shore finance industry

1960's • Birth of the tourism industry; Laurence 
Rockefeller constructs the territory's first 
luxury resort, Little Dix Bay, on Virgin Gorda

1966  • Queen Elizabeth II visits for the first time

1967  • New constitution, with elections; new 
ministerial government introduced

1970's • The o�shore financial industry commenced 
on an unknown date when a lawyer from a 
firm in NYC telephoned with a proposal to 
incorporate a company in the BVI to take 
advantage of the double taxation relief 
treaty with the US

1981  • US Government revokes the Treaty 

1984  • BVI enacts a new form of companies' 
legislation, the International Business 
Companies Act, under which an o�shore 
company is exempt from local taxes

2002  • Status of colony changed to that of 
overseas territory, granting British 
citizenship to its people

2006  • BVI records over 825,000 visitors to the 
islands

2017   • BVI struck by Hurricanes Irma & Maria

THE HISTORY OF THE BVI AT A GLANCE: 
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Community Culture is Central

British Virgin Islanders pride themselves on community, yet newcomers and visitors are warmly 

welcomed. The islands vibrate an earthly character, with many local farmers raising their livestock, 

growing their produce, and selling at outdoor markets. Fungi is the folk music of the islands, and illustrious 

musicians play their tunes on various homemade instruments and washboards, portraying the Islands' 

culture. The BVI is a melting pot of nationalities, rich in international culture. 

Emancipation Celebration

The Islands celebrate their culture and history during this weeklong festival. An extravaganza of activities 

marking their ancestor's freedom from colonialism. Festival events include the Miss BVI Pageant, Festival 

Village, Grand Parade, J'ouvert, Car & Boat shows to name a few.

Cultural Fiesta

The Cultural Fiesta celebrates the di�erent cultures of the islands with a country fair atmosphere. 

Strangely, one of the most popular events of the Fiesta is the donkey race which is guaranteed to attract 

a crowd. Held at Carrot Bay for two weeks, this festival also commemorates the 1834 Emancipation Act.

National Bird:  Turtle Dove 

National Flower:  White Cedar Flower  

National Tree: White Cedar 

National Song: Oh Beautiful Virgin Islands  

National Motto: "Vigilate” (to be vigilant)

Discovered: Christopher Columbus in 1493  

Islands’ First Name: St. Ursula and the Eleven Thousand Virgins 

AT A GLANCE
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ANNUAL EVENTS
Other exciting events and festivals can be found throughout the year, 

including:

Music Fest: A three-day musical and cultural fiesta with many 

di�erent musical genres.

Poker Run: Held at Leverick Bay, it easily attracts over 100 boats that 

collect cards at designated stops to secure the best hand at the end 

of the run.

Christmas on Main Street: Popular for families, tons of activities and 

performances along the main streets of Tortola. Fungi bands, 

Heritage Dancers, and Steel Pan groups all come together to 

celebrate.

Fisherman's Day: Located at Long Bay Beach on Beef Island, a large 

fishing contest where locals have a chance to showcase their 

skills—hosted by the BVI Conservation & Fisheries Department.

Spring Regatta: The BVI Spring Regatta is the year's racing event; it 

guarantees the most racing of any Caribbean regatta.  



Housing

All the financial houses are in and around Road Town on Tortola, but choosing a place to live in the BVI 
can make the di�erence between liking and loving the Islands. Neighbourhoods can also make a big 
di�erence varying from social spots to places of solitude. 

The most satisfied tend to be the individuals who choose lodging based on where they play instead of 
where they work.

• Surfers are the happiest living near Josiah's Bay, Apple Bay, or Cane Garden Bay. 

• Beach lovers prefer a location near Smugglers or one of the North Shore beaches. 

• Boaters and sailors might want to live near one of the marinas. 

• Those who like to party tend to be the happiest living near the bars in Road Town. 

• Families with kids like living near the beaches or close to the children's schools – Nanny Cay and 
Lambert Bay are great options for families.

When considering where you will live on the island, the location you settle on and the home's relative 
size can impact the average rental or sales price. Feel free to refer to our cost-of-living guide for a full 
breakdown of costs and what to expect when living in the BVI. 

 

Finding Your New Home

Renting

It is recommended to keep an open mind when searching for a perfect rental property in Tortola. There 
can be a limited number of desired properties available at any one time. However, one thing that is 
almost guaranteed is most rental properties have a fantastic ocean view.

Several reputable agencies will help you find the ideal location and all within your budget. You can find 
rental listings at propertyskipper.com, SmithsGore, Coldwell Banker, Beacon Realty, Caribbean Realty 
BVI, and Dougall Luxury BVI.

Buying

Like other Caribbean Islands, the British Virgin Islands o�ers magnificent beachfront and hillside homes 
with spectacular ocean views and neighbouring islands with their barefoot chic lifestyle and first-class 
yachting marinas. The BVI has established itself as a real estate investment location of choice with an 
attractive tax regime.
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https://www.propertyskipper.com/
https://www.cml.ky/bvi-cost-of-living/


Getting Around

The vast majority of people on the road in the BVI are driving cars, but you will see a few motorbikes, 
scooters, as well as taxis, safari busses, or jitneys. And, of course, there is a ferry system to reach the 
other outlying islands from Tortola.

There is no actual public transportation, leaving you with the option of taxis, safari buses, or jitneys. It's 
important to note that unlike what you may be accustomed to, taxis do not have fare meters, so be sure 
to agree on a rate. Another mode of transport is the safari bus or jitney, where you just pay for 
transportation between points. There is no set fare, and this can be an adventure if you are not in a 
hurry. The driver will go o� the main route to drop passengers home or at work, pick up friends for free, 
and even stop and talk to people. Just go with the flow and be charmed by the local culture and colour. 

Purchasing a Vehicle

Tortola is not the place for the typical sports car, with many speed bumps, potholes, and switchbacks 
that should have you looking to secure a vehicle with power and 4WD.

Like most imported products on the islands, cars are more expensive in the BVI than in other countries 
due to shipping, duty, and import costs. Brand new vehicles are available at several dealerships on 
Tortola, and gently used cars are often available for great deals if someone is leaving the island. You can 
also successfully import certified used vehicles from other countries.

Getting a Driving License

The BVI driving rules di�er from other countries, especially the use of hand signals. So even though you 
might have had an overseas driving license for years, you will still need to take a theory test to make 
sure that you understand the tra�c signs, signals, and rules of the roads. If you have never had a driving 
license, you will need to take a theory test and a practical driving test and pass both before being issued 
with a BVI driving license.
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VIEW SECOND-HAND VEHICLES

1. Drive on the left-hand side of the road

2. The speed limit in towns is 20 mph, outside towns 50 mph. Common ticket violations are from reckless 

driving, driving while using a cell phone, expired registration, or failure to use a seatbelt. 

3. Drive cautiously; the roads are narrow and steep. You never know when something will stop in front of 

you: a car dropping someone o�, a cow or goat, or a tourist thinking Main Street is a pedestrian walkway.

4. There are plenty of speed bumps, often in unexpected places, as well as dips, potholes, and blind turns.

https://www.autotraderbvi.com/inventory/


Schools and Child Care

The BVI school system is accessible and of a high standard; as a British Overseas Territory, the 

education system is traditionally the learning system of the UK. There is a selection of public and private 

schools, with 25 primary schools (15 public/10 private) and seven secondary schools (4 public/3 private). 

There are no residential restrictions, so you can apply for admittance to a school that suits your needs 

when relocating. In the BVI, children between the ages of 5-16 must be enrolled in an educational 

program while residing in the territory. You can choose to homeschool; however, you will be required to 

apply to the Department of Education to do so. 

There is also a technical and vocational school and a community college, and a branch of the University 

of the West Indies. There are also weekly playgroups for younger children, which are an excellent way 

to meet and network with other parents before deciding on a preschool or a daycare centre.
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VIEW SCHOOLING OPTIONS

• The compulsory enrollment age is 5 years old

• There are approximately 2,700 pupils attending primary school for their first seven years

• There are 13 private schools on-island

• There are 19 public schools on-island

• There are no residential requirements to enrol in public schooling

• Preschools/Day Care Centers and Play Groups are available islandwide

AT A GLANCE

https://bvinewbie.com/education-schools/
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