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English II
Persuasive Prompt

Read the following quotation.

The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.

—from I Can Read With My Eyes Shut! 
by Dr. Seuss

Think carefully about the following statement.

 According to Dr. Seuss, knowledge leads to new opportunities.

Write an essay stating your position on whether learning always has a positive effect on a 
person’s life.

Be sure to —

• state your position clearly
• use appropriate organization
• provide specific support for your argument
• choose your words carefully
• edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling



MAJOR 
ERROR 

UNNECESSARILY REPEATING 
THE QUOTE FROM THE PROMPT 
WITHOUT CONNECTING IT TO 
THE POSITION. 
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April 2014 Persuasive — 5

Score Point 2
The writer begins the essay by unnecessarily repeating the Seuss quotation used as the stimulus in the prompt before 
establishing the position that “Learning can help you with anything; can help get a job, go to college, help your 
children or even keep you off  the streets.” The writer attempts to provide a cause-and-effect argument that addresses 
all the points in the position statement, but the movement from point to point is not always logical or controlled 
because the writer “jumps” back and forth between the points. The writer’s inability to move smoothly from sentence 
to sentence weakens both the coherence and the flow of the essay. In addition, the writer’s word choice is general 
and imprecise (college can change your whole life; education is a wonderful thing), which causes the development to 
be superficial. The repetition of phrases such as “throw it all away” and “ruining your life” do not contribute to the 
quality of the argument. Overall, this essay represents a basic writing performance.
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MAJOR 
ERROR 

TOO MANY GRAMMAR ERRORS 



STAAR English II
April 2014 Persuasive — 2

Score Point 1
Although the writer of this essay establishes a position in the opening sentences and is able 
to stay focused on the idea that learning always has a positive effect, most sentences are 
uncontrolled. Serious and persistent grammar and usage errors, along with omitted words and 
very awkward phrases, create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and prevent the reader 
from fully understanding the argument the writer is attempting to make. As a result, the essay 
represents a very limited writing performance.



MAJOR 
ERROR 

UNABLE TO DEVELOP THE 
ARGUMENT 
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Score Point 1
In the first sentence of this very limited response, the writer asserts that without learning a 
person “would probably not get a job at all.” Although this position is clear, the writer is 
unable to develop the argument beyond the singular idea that learning makes you smarter and 
results in a better job. The writer restates this idea in several different ways, causing the writing 
to be repetitious and the sentence-to-sentence progression to be weak. Because the support for 
the writer’s position is insufficiently developed, the argument is ineffective and unconvincing. 
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MAJOR 
ERROR 

SHIFTING OF IDEAS – NO 
ORGANIZATION  
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Score Point 2
In this basic writing performance, the writer contends that learning helps everyone by providing 
new opportunities. The writer begins paragraph two by stating that learning engineering could 
lead to a larger number of job offerings. However, the writer only briefly presents this idea 
before shifting the focus to the universal nature of learning. In this section of the essay, the 
argument suffers from a lack of specificity and devolves, in paragraph three, into a general 
discussion of the various circumstances under which people learn (from others or themselves at 
different times and locations). This paragraph relates to the topic but does not clearly support 
the position, thereby weakening the argument.
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LET’S LOOK AT  
STRONG 
ESSAYS  

•  WELL ORGANIZED PAPERS 
•  STRONG THESIS (CONTROLLING IDEA) 

•  GOOD DEVELOPMENT 
•  STRONG MECHANICS 



STRONG 
THESIS  

WELL-CRAFTED STATEMENTS 
THAT LEAD TO WELL 
ORGANIZED ESSAYS 
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 Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 13 – April 2014 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
Topic or Issue – Whether learning has a positive effect on life 

Choice – Certain knowledge that is obtained for an area of study can be of great use, yet too 
much knowledge can be harmful. 

 
 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

Negative impact on identity 
 
 
 

Too much information makes it hard to find 
security in social privacy. 
Anyone with correct skills can learn about a   
person 
Violent people learn personal information. 

 
2nd Reason 

 

Important to the ladder of society 
 
 

Education doesn’t stop after college. 

Being a figurehead in business requires you to 
learn. 
Example - Great space race with Russia  

"
"

Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Always learning can be both harmful and advantageous to a person’s everyday life. !  
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Score Point 4
In this accomplished essay, the writer takes the clear “fence-sitting” position that knowledge 
has the potential to be both helpful and harmful because of our accessibility to advanced 
technology. The writer organizes the essay by juxtaposing specific examples of online identity 
theft (a drawback of information accessibility) with examples of the need to continually 
acquire knowledge through technology (a benefit of accessibility). The progression of ideas is 
well controlled, and strong sentence-to-sentence connections and meaningful transitions make 
the flow of ideas easy to follow. The writer explores the complexities of the issue by focusing 
the acquisition of knowledge in the context of technology.
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Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 14 – April 2014 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
 
Topic or Issue – Whether learning has a positive effect on life 

Choice – Education has opened doorways to new beginnings and helped people out of poverty. 

 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

My father 
 
 
 

Grew up in Kansas – overcrowded salt mines 

Crime and shady people 

Interest in math and history  
Had it not been for a love of learning he 
would not be the person he is today. 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Grandpa Ellis 

 
 

Ditch digger with no school education 

Knew about everything - growing corn to 
Einstein’s theories 
Got through Great Depression 
Helped him live life to the fullest  

 
 

 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Whether it be in a classroom or out digging a ditch, learning something new everyday can help 
anyone persevere through tough times and get the best out of their lives. “I never stop learning 
until the day I die” – Grandpa Ellis.    
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Score Point 4
The writer tightly focuses this well-crafted essay on the role learning plays in helping a person 
overcome poverty. The writer develops a forceful and convincing argument through the use of 
detailed anecdotes about the humble beginnings of his father and Grandpa Ellis and the specific 
ways learning helped each of them escape hardship and live an enriched life. In addition, the 
varied and purposeful sentences and strong conventions enhance the effectiveness of the essay. 
Overall, the writer’s keen awareness of the persuasive purpose and his ability to use his own 
background knowledge as the basis for writing make this essay thoughtful and engaging. 
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Planning Organizer 
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Topic or Issue – Whether learning has a positive effect on life 

Choice – Learning of the intense hatred in our world can sully the mind of even the purest child. 

 
 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

 
To Kill a Mocking Bird Example – Jem  
 
 
 

Exemplifies this corruption 

Jem sees that even though the defendant is 
innocent, the townspeople racism prevents 
them form setting him free.  
Jem sees (has learned) the social hierarchy  
He informs his younger sister that he used to 
think there was just one kind of “folks.” 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Jem’s younger sister 

 
 

Because of her youth, Jem’s younger sister 
made her innocence stronger 
She may one day see the same lesson that Jem 
has already learned. 

 
 

 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Learning the harsh facts about life is inevitable and often accompanied by the loss of innocence. 
That is way I urge informed people in this world to help restore innocence to our minds so that 
there won’t be as many harsh truths for the youth of this world to learn.  
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Score Point 4
In the introduction of this accomplished essay, the writer states the position that “[l]earning of the intense hatred in 
our world can sully the mind of even the purest child.” As support for this position, the student provides relevant 
context and details from the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. In paragraph two, strong sentence-to-sentence connections 
show the relationships between ideas: the writer contrasts the outlook of the character Jem with that of his younger, 
more innocent sister. In the third paragraph, the writer considers a possible counter argument to the position she 
takes in the essay, conceding that someday the younger sister may, in fact, think the same way as Jem. The ability to 
recognize alternate points of view reveals a nuanced understanding of the issue. In addition, where many responses 
rely on a rephrasing of the prompt to establish a position, this writer allows the strength of well-chosen evidence and 
the negative connotations created by word choice (sully the mind, stain her innocence, harsh facts) to help reinforce 
the argument that learning can have a negative effect on a person’s life. Overall, the essay is skillfully crafted, and the 
writer demonstrates a thorough understanding of the persuasive task. 



!
©"Fisher"Reyna"Education"2015"©"Fisher"Reyna"Education"2015"

Planning Organizer 
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 Topic or Issue – Whether learning has a positive effect on life 
 

Choice – Learning has a positive effect on one’s life because you’ll always improve from 
learning.  

 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

Learning from the time you are conceived 
 
 
 

You learned how to use your eyes, body, feet  

These basic functions still help you.  

Learning will always push you forward 
 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Knowledge that we don’t use still helps 

 
 

Always safer to know too much than too little 

 Example – dangerous situations, mountain   
lion  
Learning isn’t just for school; it’s a lifestyle 
for survival. 

 
 

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Learning is the basis for human existence. It’s how we improve and survive. Promote learning 
and teach others. Maybe even if you forget everything, re-learning all that knowledge is still a 
possibility.  
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Score Point 4
The writer of this thoughtful and engaging essay begins with a hypothetical scenario, asking the reader to imagine 
life “if  you suddenly forgot everything you knew.” This serves as an introduction to the writer’s position that learning 
is an integral part of humanity and is the mechanism that allows us to improve and survive. Strong sentence-to-
sentence connections show the relationships between ideas and make the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. For 
example, in paragraph two the writer introduces the idea that learning begins at conception and then provides details 
about early lessons that “may sound like basic functions” but that “will always push you forward, not backward.” 
The writer’s reiteration of this idea throughout the response contributes to the focus and coherence of the essay.  
The writer concludes the essay with a call to action, demonstrating a thorough understanding of the persuasive task. 
The specific word choice and overall strength of the conventions further contribute to the effectiveness of the essay.



STRONG 
THESIS 

& ESSAY 
  

YOUR TURN! 
PRACTICE WRITING 

A 



Write an essay explaining your view of high 
school students holding part-time jobs. 

Read the following quotation. 

Many high school students hold 
part-time jobs after school. 

Think about the effects part-time jobs have on 
students. Do part-time jobs hinder or help a 
student’s educational goals? 

WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Persuasive	

Be sure to — 
•  clearly state your thesis 
•  organize and develop your ideas effectively 
•  choose your words carefully 
•  edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and 

spelling 
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Planning Guide 
Persuasive 

 
 
 
I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 
      M - money (financial) 
      S - safety 
      H - health 
      E - environmental 
      E - educational 
      P – people (social relationships) 
 

*    No set number of ideas or details 
** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 



 
D irect ions :  
Improve this essay. Add a good hook to the introduction.  
Add sentences to the body of the essay. Then add a clever 
parting thought to the closing of the paper. The paper is 
based on the following prompt and outline. Students may 
plan briefly plan a few details before writing the body of 
the essay. 

Prompt: 
Write an essay stating you position on whether it is 

always best to follow the rules. 
 
Pre-writing: 

I. Under the right circumstances, some rules must be 
broken.  
 

II. Rules and laws that have been unjust 
• Details 

III.   Life presents many opportunities to do the right 
thing; people should break the rules if the 
circumstances demand it. 
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Under the right circumstances, some rules must 
be broken. 
 
 

There are rules and laws that are unjust and 
should be changed. 
 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Life presents many opportunities to do the right 
thing; people should break the rules if the 
circumstances demand it. 

Add	a	good	hook	

Add	a		
parting	
thought	

Develop	by	writing	
more	sentences		
with	details:	
Examples,	
Cause	and	effects,	
Personal	experiences,	
*If…then	
*State	the	
obvious		
*Action	clues	
*Thought	bubbles	
*Imagine	this	
*Pop	Culture	
*Personify	it	
*Dialogue	
*Repeaters	
*	Say	What	
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