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Expository Writing Prompt 

 
Read the following quote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Think  about what it means to share in the joy of the season.  
 

Write an essay explaining one thing you enjoy during the winter 
holidays.   

   
 

Be sure to –  
 

 clearly state your central idea 

 organize your writing 
 develop your writing in detail 

 choose your words carefully 
 use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and 

sentences 
 

 
 
  

People tend to forget that the joy of the holiday season 

should be the joy they feel all year long.  The holidays 
bring joy that should be celebrated every day of every 

year. 
       Anonymous  
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Expository Planning Organizer 

Sample for Guided Writing 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea  

During the winter holidays, I like the time off from school. 

 

Main Ideas about the Central Idea 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Two weeks off Having fun times at home 

Making memories  

No school  

Second Main Idea  

Brings families together Holidays bring families together more often. 

 

Make celebrations special. 

Families share gifts and love during the holidays  

 

 

Concluding Statement 

Winter holidays means time off from school and more time with my family. Happy holidays! 
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Planning Guide 

Expository 

 

 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic and central idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Topic and central idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Expository 

 

 

Topic and Central Idea 

 

 

Main Ideas about the Central Idea 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Third Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

 

Concluding Statement 
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Revision Checklist 

Expository 

 

 

 

Introductory 

Paragraph 

 Concluding Paragraph 

Topic            ___ 

Central Idea  ___ 

Main Ideas 1.___ 

                   2.___ 

                   3.___ 

Main Ideas Topic                  ___ 

Central Idea        ___ 

Main Ideas          ___ 

Parting Thought  ___ 

 

 1st Idea ___ 

            E___ 

         CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

2nd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

3rd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic and central idea of the composition should be included in the introduction.  The 

main ideas of the composition may be included in the introduction to help clarify the central 

idea. 

Body Paragraphs 

There is no set number of main ideas or paragraphs to include in the body of the 

composition. 

Concluding Paragraph 

Restate the topic and central idea of the composition.  Main ideas of the composition may 

be included in the concluding paragraph to help clarify the central idea. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Examples     

CE – Cause and effect               

PE – Personal experience   

 

Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 
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 Make writing meaningful before the prompt. 

These ideas make this prompt fun! 
 

 
 

Informal Writing Activity Springboard: Have your students list fun things 

they do during the holidays on a post-it note.  Discuss and share their ideas 

orally with the class.  

 

After sharing, ask students to use their idea in a complete detail sentence. 

Students can then use this sentence as the central idea of their essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

I can almost smell the wonderful 
aroma of gingerbread in the air 
when I think about my favorite 
winter holiday activity – baking 
cookies with my mom!  


