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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education 
offers the following activities: 
 

 Outline Scramble 
 Matching Pre-Reading 
 Matching Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter 
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank 
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas 
 Vocabulary 
 Marked Selection Activity  
 Test Questions and Answer Key 

Title of the Selection: Busy Builders 

 

Click here to print the selection 
http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/ 

 

Click here for more resources from Fisher Reyna Education 
www.fisherreyna.com 
 
An Expository Thinking Guide with selection summary is provided. The Expository 
Thinking Guide identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each 
paragraph. In addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful 
summary. 
 

 Busy Builders  Expository Thinking Guide 

 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary 

© Fisher Reyna Education 2015 Solutions for Success Reading 

Genre – Expository 
Thinking Guide and Activities 

 

Teaching Band Grades 3-5 
Reading 

 

 

http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/
http://www.fisherreyna.com/
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

Title of Selection       Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection North American Beavers 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Beavers build strong well-designed homes and habitats. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to building a home 

2. Introduction to beavers 

3. Members of the rodent family 

4. Flat tails are used for swimming, defense, and sitting. 

5. Where they live: streams, lakes, and wooded rivers 

6. How beavers build their home 

7. Building materials 

8. Constructing their lodge 

9. Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are 

constructive or destructive to the land 
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Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide 

Clustering and Summary 

 

Title of Selection       Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection North American Beavers 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Beavers build strong well-designed homes and habitats.  

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to building a home 

2. Introduction to beavers 

3. Members of the rodent family 

4. Flat tails are used for swimming, defense, and sitting. 

5. Where they live: streams, lakes, and wooded rivers 

6. How beavers build their home 

7. Building materials 

8. Constructing their lodge 

9. Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are 

constructive or destructive to the land 

Clustering is used to produce a meaningful summary. The statements provided in the 

Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE way to paraphrase the elements 

for this selection. 

 

 Lie people, beavers build strong well-designed homes and habitats. Beavers are 

members of the rodent family.  They are easily recognized by their flat tails, which help 

them when swimming, as a defense, and for sitting. They live near semi-aquatic 

environments, and have a blueprint for building, which follows a series of steps and use 

of available material. There are differing opinions of whether beavers are constructive or 

destructive to the land. 
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Outline Scramble 

 

Title of the Selection   Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational - Expository 
 

Directions 

Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph number by 

the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number. 

2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the group. 

3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 

 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 
Flat tails are used for swimming, defense, and sitting. 

 
Where they live: streams, lakes, and wooded rivers 

 
Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are constructive 

or destructive to the land 

 
Introduction to beavers 

 
Building materials 

 
Introduction to building a home 

 
Constructing their lodge 

 
Members of the rodent family 

 
How beavers build their home 

 



 

Matching Pre-Reading 

 

Directions and Activity Variations 

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
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Matching Activity 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  
 

Main Ideas 

 

Flat tails are used for swimming, defense, and sitting. 

Where they live: streams, lakes, and wooded rivers 

Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are 

constructive or destructive to the land 

Introduction to beavers 

Building materials 

Introduction to building a home 

Constructing their lodge 

Members of the rodent family 

How beavers build their home 



 

Matching Activity 

Paragraphs 

 

  When a person decides to build a house, he must first 

develop a plan.  The home’s location, size, and materials 
needed are essential parts to this plan.  After these key 

factors are chosen, the builder can then select options like 
paint color, landscaping features, and other ways to decorate 

his home.  What is most important, though, is that the 
structure of the house is strong, stable, and protective.  If 
not, the home would be unsafe to inhabit. 

 Just like us, many animals strive to build strong, well-
designed homes and habitats that will hide them and their 

offspring from predators, provide shelter from bad weather, 
and be a safe place to eat, rest, and reproduce.  If we had to 

choose just one “King of Construction” of the Animal Kingdom, 
there is one famous animal that could easily take the hard-hat 

crown – the North American Beaver.  These builders are the 
project manager, architect, site developer, lumberjack, and 

carpenter of their own domains.  In additional to constructing 
advanced structures, beavers have the ability to manipulate 

and create significant changes to the environment to meet 
their needs, second only to humans.  For this reason, beavers 

are considered by many to be both talented and troublesome 

in some areas. 

 Beavers are the second largest member of the world’s 
rodent order, which also includes chipmunks, rats, mice, and 

squirrels.  Adults can reach weights between 30 and 60 

pounds, but some weighing 100 pounds or more are 
occasionally caught.  Including their tails, beavers can grow to 

a length of around four and a half feet.  Like most other 
rodents, they possess long whiskers, strong jaws, and a set of 

four large, curved, orange incisors (front teeth), which grow 
continuously.  These teeth are eroded and kept sharp by their 

constant gnawing through tree trunks and branches. 



 

 When one envisions a beaver, the feature most 

recognized is likely its large, flat tail.  An adult’s is about one 
foot long, six or seven inches wide, and less than an inch 

thick.  At the base is the same fur as on the body, but there 
are only a few short, bristly hairs scattered around the flat, 

scaly part of the tail.  When in the water, a beaver will use its 
tail to push its body under.  Once submerged, the beaver will 

rarely use its tail for actual swimming, but can “steer” by 
changing the tail’s position.  In addition, if it senses danger or 

an emergency, a beaver will slap its heavy tails against the 
water just before diving.  The loud smack is believed to warn 

others and scare predators.  On dry land, especially while 
cutting down trees, grooming, and performing various tasks, a 

beaver will use its tail as a prop to sit and stay up. 

 American beavers occur as far north as Alaska and 

Canada, and as far south as northern Mexico.  In Texas, the 
largest populations are found in the northeastern part of the 

state.  Because water is essential to beaver life, they live near 
streams, lakes, and wooded rivers.  They are clumsy and 

awkward on dry land, but well-adapted to semi-aquatic 
environments.  Their large, webbed hind feet provide powerful 

strokes which thrust them forward through the water.  They 
also have a third, transparent eyelid to see below the surface 

and value-like flaps in their ears and noses which close when 
underwater.  A dense, well-oiled undercoat keeps water from 

reaching the beaver’s skin and helps to maintain a warm body 
temperature. 

 The beavers’ blueprint for building follow a series of 

steps which would lead to the construction of an all-inclusive 
“estate”.  In general, a beaver will first select a suitable area 

full of water and food resources.  If the beaver has a mate, 
the pair will begin building a dam on the stream or river to 

ultimately stop the flow of water within two or three days.  
This way, the water will gradually back up behind the dam 

and create a larger and deeper area of water in which the 
beavers will construct their lake lodge or burrow.  The 

surrounding water will continue to provide resources, as well 
as safety from predators, for as long as the beavers stay and 

“maintain” the dam. 

 



 

 

 

 Construction of a dam is considered by many to be the 

result of intelligent engineering and continual hard work by 
beavers.  They will use whatever building materials are 

available to them, like trees, rocks, mud, grass, leaves, and 

twigs.  Tree trunks and branches from land and water are 
gnawed until broken and then either left floating downstream 

or dragged to dam site in the beavers’ strong jaw.  The sticks 
and limbs are then wedged in the muddy or rocky stream 

bottom and the holes are filled with smaller twigs, loose 
vegetation, and mud.  As the river or stream continues to flow 

before reaching a stopping point, debris floating from 
upstream will also be caught in the dam and help prevent 

leaks. 

 Once the dammed area has reached a suitable depth, 
the beavers will construct their lodge either partially or 

completely surrounded by water.  Like dams, lodges are built 
from wood, rock, mud, and debris.  Channels are dug out and 

each lodge will have one or two underwater access tunnels to 
keep out land-based predators.  A typical lodge for a beaver 

pair is about one and a half to two feet fall and three feet or 
less in diameter.  As the beaver family grows, they may 

expand their lodge to include extra walls and chambers with 
their own tunnels.  Each chamber includes separate spaces for 

eating and for sleeping.  Their diet consists of the leaves, 

twigs, and bark of riverbank trees and water plants and they 
sleep on soft beds made of shredded wood.  Typically, females 

will give birth to a litter of three or four kits (baby beavers) 
each year. 

 Depending on the location, there are differing opinions 

of whether beavers are constructive to the land or destructive.  
In areas near humans, their activity to persistently maintain 

large areas of water can result in damage such as levees and 

pond dams weakened by burrows, flooding and erosion of 
pastureland and roadways due to dammed creeks and 

drainage ditches, blocked culverts, and damage inflicted on 
trees.  In wilderness areas, beavers are beneficial by reducing 

local flooding and helping to create or restore natural habitats 
for other mammals, fish, turtles, frogs, and birds.  In addition, 

the silt collected in standing beaver ponds and old dams purify 
the water by trapping harmful toxins.  As with many human-

wildlife interaction issues, efforts are made to control local 
beaver populations when their actions conflict with or cause 

damage to agricultural land and urban structures. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1st Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

Topic of Selection North American B_________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

B_________ build strong well-designed homes and h________. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. I____________ to building a h______ 

2. Introduction to b_________ 

3. Members of the r________ family 

4. Flat tails are used for s_____________, d___________, 

and s_________. 

5. Where they l______: streams, lakes, and wooded r_______ 

6. How beavers b________ their home 

7. Building m____________ 

8. C___________ their lodge 

9. Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are 

c____________ or d_____________ to the land 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 

 

Topic of Selection North American _________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

_________ build strong well-designed homes and ________. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. ____________ to building a ______ 

2. Introduction to _________ 

3. Members of the ________ family 

4. Flat tails are used for _____________, ___________, and 

_________. 

5. Where they _______: streams, lakes, and wooded _______ 

6. How beavers ________ their home 

7. Building ____________ 

8. ___________ their lodge 

9. Conclusion: Differing opinions of whether beavers are 

____________ or _____________ to the land 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Write Main Ideas 

 

Title of the Selection   Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

Topic of Selection  

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  
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Busy Builders 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 
Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the selection.  

 

Directions 
Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they recognize. Then 

reread the selection as the students listen for these words. After hearing one of the listed words in 

context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the order in which they appear 

in the selection. 

 

1. builder 

2. habitats 

3. talented 

4. rodent 

5. bristly 

6. resources 

7. gnawed 

8. lodged 

9. tunnels 

10. beneficial 
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Busy Builders 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 
 

Directions  

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 For more information on marking codes and 

comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solutions for Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 
Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

 Marked Selection 
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Topic 

Central 

Idea 



 

 

Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

Lie people, beavers build strong well-designed homes and habitats. Beavers are members of 

the rodent family.  They are easily recognized by their flat tails, which help them when swimming, 

as a defense, and for sitting. They live near semi-aquatic environments, and have a blueprint for 

building, which follows a series of steps and use of available material. There are differing opinions 

of whether beavers are constructive or destructive to the land. 
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Test Questions 

 

 

1 Paragraph 5 is mainly about – 

A What beavers eat 

B Where beavers live 

C How beavers construct their lodge 

D A third transparent eyelid 

 

 

2 The reader can tell that some beavers are  ̶ 

A aggressive 

B helpful to other animals 

C dangerous to humans 

D mysterious builders 
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3 Which sentence shows that beavers use other body parts to swim 

effectively? 

A The loud smack is believed to warn others and scare predators. 

B On dry land, especially while cutting down trees, grooming, and 

performing various tasks, a beaver will use its tail as a prop to sit and 
stay up. 

C Their large, webbed feet provide powerful strokes which thrust them 
forward through the water. 

D Because water is essential to beaver life, they live near streams, lakes, 
and wooded rivers. 

 

 

4 What information can the reader learn about beaver construction from 

the Construction Zone activity? 

A Water is a very important resource. 

B Beavers use their flat tails to steer in the water. 

C Some people believe that beavers are destructive to the environment. 

D Beavers have the ability to change the environment. 

 

 

5 The pictures are included to – 

A show how beavers change the environment 

B provide information about where beavers are hunted 

C explain why beavers are destructive 

D show the beavers hunting 
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Question and Answer Strategies 

 

1 Paragraph 5 is mainly about – 

A What beavers eat 

B Where beavers live 

C How beavers construct their lodge 

D A third transparent eyelid 

 

 

2 The reader can tell that some beavers are  ̶ 

A aggressive 

B helpful to other animals 

C dangerous to humans 

D mysterious builders 
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3 Which sentence shows that beavers use other body parts to swim 

effectively? 

A The loud smack is believed to warn others and scare predators. 

B On dry land, especially while cutting down trees, grooming, and 

performing various tasks, a beaver will use its tail as a prop to sit and 
stay up. 

C Their large, webbed feet provide powerful strokes which thrust them 
forward through the water. 

D Because water is essential to beaver life, they live near streams, lakes, 
and wooded rivers. 

 

 

4 What information can the reader learn about beaver construction from 

the Construction Zone activity? 

A Water is a very important resource. 

B Beavers use their flat tails to steer in the water. 

C Some people believe that beavers are destructive to the environment. 

D Beavers have the ability to change the environment. 

 

 

5 The pictures are included to – 

A show how beavers change the environment 

B provide information about where beavers are hunted 

C explain why beavers are destructive 

D show the beavers hunting 

 

Note: The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 



 

 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate 

information and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those 

assertions with textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about 

contents of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that 

maintain meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C)  analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, 

compare-and-contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification 

schemes) influences the relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents 

of text and to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and 

across two or three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 


