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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities: 
 

 Outline Scramble 
 Matching Pre-Reading 
 Matching Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter 
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank 
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas 
 Vocabulary 
 Marked Selection Activity  
 Test Questions and Answer Key 

Title of the Selection: Spiny Pigs 

 

Click here to print the selection 
http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/ 

 

Click here for more resources from Fisher Reyna Education 
www.fisherreyna.com 
 
An Expository Thinking Guide with selection summary is provided. The Expository 

Thinking Guide identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each 
paragraph. In addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful 
summary.  
 

 Spiny Pigs Expository Thinking Guide  

 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  

© Fisher Reyna Education 2015 Solutions for Success Reading 

Genre – Expository 
Thinking Guide and Activities 

 

Teaching Band Grades 3-5 

Reading 

 

 

http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/
http://www.fisherreyna.com/


© Fisher Reyna Education 2015  Solutions for Success  Reading 

Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

Title of Selection       Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection Porcupines 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Porcupines are characterized by unique features and behaviors.  

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to porcupines, also known as spiny pigs 

2. Native American folklore on how porcupines got their quills 

3. Other rodent characteristics 

Home and Food 

4. Behaviors and preferred habitats 

5. Preferred food choice is bark, twigs, and tree buds. 

6. Porcupines favor a taste of salt. 

Made for Skills and Quills 

7. Physical features 

8. Movement  

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

9. Defense weapons and predators 

10.  Defense with quills 

Impacts 

11. Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much destruction in trees, 

so hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 
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Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide 

Clustering and Summary 

 

Title of Selection       Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection Porcupines 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Porcupines are characterized by unique features and behaviors. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to porcupines, also known as spiny pigs 

2. Native American folklore on how porcupines got their quills 

3. Other rodent characteristics 

Home and Food 

4. Behaviors and preferred habitats 

5. Preferred food choice is bark, twigs, and tree buds. 

6. Porcupines favor a taste of salt. 

Made for Skills and Quills 

7. Physical features 

8. Movement 

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

9. Defense weapons and predators 

10.  Defense with quills 

Impacts 

11. Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much destruction in trees, 

so hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 
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Clustering is used to produce a meaningful summary. The statements provided in the Thinking 

Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE way to paraphrase the elements for this 

selection. 

 

 Porcupines are characterized by unique features and behaviors. There is Native American 

folklore, which tries to explain how porcupines got their quills. Porcupines are part of the rodent 

family and share similar characteristics. They are nocturnal and prefer to spend much of their 

solitary time in trees because trees are their main food choice. Also they favor a taste for salt. 

Their physical features affect their movement. Their quills act as their main defense weapon, yet 

unbelievably they still have several predators. Porcupines can cause much destruction in trees, so 

hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 
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Outline Scramble 

 

Title of the Selection   Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational - Expository 
 

Directions 

Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph number by 
the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number.  
2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the group. 

3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 

 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 
Defense with quills 

 
Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much destruction in trees, so 

hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 

 
Porcupines favor a taste of salt. 

 
Other rodent characteristics 

 
Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

 
Introduction to porcupines, also known as spiny pigs 

 
Made for Skills and Quills 

 
Impacts 

 
Behaviors and preferred habitats 

 
Movement 

 
Native American folklore on how porcupines got their quills 

 
Physical features 

 
Home and Food 

 
Preferred food choice is bark, twigs, and tree buds. 

 
Defense weapons and predators 

 



 

Matching Pre-Reading 

 

Directions and Activity Variations 

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
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Matching Activity 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas. 

 

Main Ideas 

 

Defense with quills 

Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much destruction in trees, 

so hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 

Porcupines favor a taste of salt. 

Other rodent characteristics 

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

Introduction to porcupines, also known as spiny pigs 

Made for Skills and Quills 

Impacts 

Behaviors and preferred habitats 

Movement 

Native American folklore on how porcupines got their quills 

Physical features 

Home and Food 

Preferred food choice is bark, twigs, and tree buds. 

Defense weapons and predators 



 

Matching Activity 

Paragraphs 

 

  When one studies the features and behaviors of an 
animal, there may be one or two traits which stand out and 

provide characterization and classification.  In addition, these 

traits are often the reason for the animal’s name given by 

early researchers.  The Latin scientific name for North 
American Porcupine is Erethizon dorsatum, meaning “irritable 

back,” and refers to either the animal’s shy but grouchy 

attitude, or to the way it reacts to danger by raising the sharp 

quills on its back.  The common name, porcupine, is French 

for “spiny pigs.”  In all languages, it’s not difficult to know to 
which animal the nickname “spiny pig” is referring. 

 The porcupine is an animal commonly know by one 

important trait – quills.  Native American folk lore describes 

how the porcupine got his quills in a story about the Wise 
Women in the Sky who made fur coats for the animals of the 

earth.  When she fell asleep making the bear’s brown coat, 

she dropped her sewing needles.  They fell to the ground and 

became stick in the porcupine’s back.  The other animals 
teased him by saying that he would never have a real fur coat 

or be special.  The Wise Women was angry at the other 

animals for teasing the porcupine and threatened to take 

away their coats.  She then decided to give the porcupine a 

coat of quills and the other animals continued to taunt him.  
When they tried to push and shove the porcupine, they were 

stuck with quills – Ouch!  The Wise Women was pleased to 
teach the lesson that teasing hurts everyone involved. 

 Porcupines belong to the largest group of mammals on 

Earth – rodents.  This group also includes mice, rats, 
hamsters, squirrels, beavers, woodchucks, chipmunks, and 

many others.  They are characterized by having long incisors 

(front teeth) which grow continually throughout their lives and 

are kept short by gnawing.  Porcupines are sometimes called 
“porkies” or “quill pigs” for their heavy bodies, short legs, and 

slow, waddling walk.  Like true pigs, an adult male is called a 
boar, an adult female is a sow, and a baby is a piglet. 



 

 Porcupines are active year-round and are primarily 

nocturnal, often resting in trees during the day.  The range of 

the common porcupine includes much of the United States 
and Canada, and they can be found mainly in the western half 

of Texas.  They are solitary animals and though they spend 

much of their time in forested areas foraging in trees, they 

can adapt to a wide array of habitats.  In West Texas, they 
prefer rocky areas with ridges and slopes so that they can use 

crevices and caves as dens.  The porcupine’s range in Texas 

also includes the Panhandle, parts of the Hill Country, and in 

more recent years, they have moved into South Texas. 

 As evident by the obvious patches of missing tree bark, 

a porcupine’s preferred food choice is the inner and outer 

bark, twigs, and buds of the trees in which it spends the 
majority of its time.  Tree species such as ponderosa pine, 

cottonwood, aspen and willow are a few favorites.  On 

average, a porcupine will eat a patch of tree bark about the 

size of a piece of paper in a single day, especially during the 

winter.  In the fall, it will also feed on mistletoe and pine 
needles.  During the summer it browses on the tender, young 

shoots of trees and new shrubs.  Grass is not a part of its diet 

at any time. 

 According to research, porcupines will sniff their food 

and chew it thoroughly.  In addition, it is believed that 

porcupines favor a taste of anything that contains even the 

slightest trace of salt, which attracts them to sample canoe 
paddles, tool handles, boat and saddle leather, clothing or 

anything else that may smell of salt from sweat. 

A 

 With giant rodent teeth like a beaver’s, broad feet like a 

bear’s and spines like a cactus, the porcupine is a creation of 
eating and defense.  Adults are typically 25 to 30 inches long 

and can weigh 10 to 30 pounds.  The main quills cover the 

neck, back, and tail and the rest of the body is covered with 

smaller spines.  Most adults have over 30,000 sharp quills! 
Only the nose, legs and underside are bare and the animal is 

otherwise covered with wiry guard hairs and brown fur.  The 

porcupine’s main quills, which can be up to three inches long, 

are yellow-white with black or brown tips and barded ends. 

A 



 

 

 

 Though slow and clumsy, the porcupine is an expert 

tree climber and has a well-developed sense of balance.  

Using its tail for balance or as a prop, it can move along 
branches one-half inch in diameter just as easily as it can 

along larger ones.  The sharp claws and naked soles of its feet 

also help when climbing up a tree head-first and backing 

down.  Surprisingly, their heavy covering of under-fur, quills, 
and guard hairs protect them from injury if they fall. 

 A porcupine is quick to defend itself at the slightest 

threat.  With such a slow waddle, it can escape very few 

animals; however, its defensive weapons are so effective that 

it has no need for speed.  Though it may be difficult to 
imagine there are predators of the spiny porcupine.  They do 

exist and include coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, black 

bears, fishers, martens, great horned owls, and others. 

 When a porcupine is relaxed and unafraid, its quills lie 

flat and hidden.  When it senses danger or is actually 
threatened by a potential predator, the quills will “stand up” 

to alert that the porcupine is ready to defend itself.  Then, it 

waggles its tail from side to side as if to say, “Come and get 

me.  I dare you.”  If the threat continues, the porcupine whirls 
around and shows the enemy its prickly backside.  While 

chattering and continuing to thrash its tail, it begins to waddle 

backwards until the predator retreats or is met with a spiny 
attack. 

 Once the quills enter another animal’s skin, they are 

easily released from the porcupine’s body.  Quills continue 

moving inward shortly after and the longer it takes to remove 
them, the deeper they bury themselves into the flesh.  It is 

found that the most effective way to remove deeply imbedded 

quills is to use pliers to grab the quill at the base and pull 

slowly at the same angle in which it entered.  Domestic dogs 
are a common victim of porcupine quills and for reasons 

unknown, they do not seem to learn from their mistakes of 
getting to close. 



 

 From a forester’s point of view, porcupines can cause 

much destruction in trees, especially in the winter months 

during which they are known to spend several days to weeks 
in the same tree eating the bark, twigs, and buds.  Eating 

away at the bark exposes the inner bark and tree sap to birds, 

insects, and disease.  On the other hand, some arboreal 

animals benefit from these diseased or hollowed trees for 
shelter or nests.  In addition, porcupines can cause 

considerable damage to fruit, sweet corn, grain, and alfalfa 

supplies.  Hunting and trapping are common methods of 

removing porcupines from undesirable areas. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1st Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

Topic of Selection P______________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Porcupines are characterized by u__________ features and 

b____________.  

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to porcupines, also known as s_______ 

p_______ 

2. Native American f_________ on how porcupines got 

their q________ 

3. Other rodent c________________ 

Home and Food 

4. B__________ and preferred h___________ 

5. Preferred food choice is b______, twigs, and tree buds. 

6. Porcupines favor a taste of s_______. 

Made for Skills and Quills 

7. P____________ features 

8. M___________ 

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

9. Defense w___________ and p__________ 

10.  Defense with q________ 

Impacts 

11. Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much d___________ 

in trees, so hunting and t___________ are common 

methods of control. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 
 

Title of the Selection   Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 
 

Topic of Selection ______________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Porcupines are characterized by __________ features and 

____________.  

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to porcupines, also known as _______ _______ 

2. Native American _________ on how porcupines got their 

________ 

3. Other rodent ________________ 

Home and Food 

4. __________ and preferred ___________ 

5. Preferred food choice is ________, twigs, and tree buds. 

6. Porcupines favor a taste of _______. 

Made for Skills and Quills 

7. ____________ features 

8. ___________ 

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

9. Defense ___________ and __________ 

10.  Defense with ________ 

Impacts 

11. Conclusion: Porcupines can cause much ___________ in 

trees, so hunting and ___________ are common methods of 

control. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Write Main Ideas 

 

Title of the Selection   Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

Topic of Selection  

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Home and Food 

4.  

5.  

6.  

Made for Skills and Quills 

7.  

8.  

Non-Secret Weapons of Defense 

9.  

10.  

Impacts 

11.  



© Fisher Reyna Education 2015  Solutions for Success  Reading 

Spiny Pigs 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 
Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the selection.  

 

Directions 
Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they recognize. Then 

reread the selection as the students listen for these words. After hearing one of the listed words in 

context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the order in which they appear 

in the selection. 

 

1. quills 

2. taunt 

3. rodents 

4. nocturnal 

5. species 

6. balance 

7. predators 

8. defend 

9. bury 

10. destruction 
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Spiny Pigs 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 
 

Directions  

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 For more information on marking codes and 

comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solutions for Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 
Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

 Marked Selection 
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Porcupines are characterized by unique features and behaviors. There is Native American 

folklore, which tries to explain how porcupines got their quills. Porcupines are part of the rodent 

family and share similar characteristics. They are nocturnal and prefer to spend much of their 

solitary time in trees because trees are their main food choice. Also they favor a taste for salt. 

Their physical features affect their movement. Their quills act as their main defense weapon, yet 

unbelievably they still have several predators. Porcupines can cause  

much destruction in trees, so hunting and trapping are common methods of control. 

Topic 
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Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 
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Test Questions 

 

 

1 In paragraph 3, the word continually means – 

A persistently 

B identically 

C slowly 

D constantly 

 

 

2 Which idea from the article does the photograph on the paragraph 8 

emphasize? 

A How to care for porcupine environments. 

B Which role dogs play as predators. 

C Why quills are effective defense mechanisms. 

D How to protect domestic dogs from porcupine attacks. 

 

 

3 The author most likely thinks that – 

A Porcupines cause more harm than good. 

B Porcupines can make domestic pets. 

C Porcupines are vital to the environment. 

D Porcupines have unique hunting skills.
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4 The author included paragraph 2 most likely to – 

A Persuade the reader to research porcupines. 

B Share the origins of porcupines. 

C Explain how porcupines survive the winter. 

D Provide entertaining background on how porcupine developed their 

quills. 

 

 

5 Why does the author begin this selection by explaining various names 

given to the porcupine? 

A To give important background information about porcupines. 

B To show that in all languages, spiny pig describes the porcupine. 

C To offer reason why porcupines have quills. 

D To encourage readers to find out more about porcupines. 

 

 

6 What do the words quick to defend mean in paragraph 8? 

A How quills cause damage. 

B How porcupines move in defense and protection. 

C Why porcupines waddle. 

D Why quills are sharp defense tools.
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Question and Answer Strategies 

 

 
1 In paragraph 3, the word continually means – 

A persistently 

B identically 

C slowly 

D constantly 

 

 

2 Which idea from the article does the photograph on the paragraph 8 

emphasize? 

A How to care for porcupine environments. 

B Which role dogs play as predators. 

C Why quills are effective defense mechanisms. 

D How to protect domestic dogs from porcupine attacks. 

 

 

3 The author most likely thinks that – 

A Porcupines cause more harm than good. 

B Porcupines can make domestic pets. 

C Porcupines are vital to the environment. 

D Porcupines have unique hunting skills.
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4 The author included paragraph 2 most likely to – 

A Persuade the reader to research porcupines. 

B Share the origins of porcupines. 

C Explain how porcupines survive the winter. 

D Provide entertaining background on how porcupine developed their 

quills. 

 

 

5 Why does the author begin this selection by explaining various names 

given to the porcupine? 

A To give important background information about porcupines. 

B To show that in all languages, spiny pig describes the porcupine. 

C To offer reason why porcupines have quills. 

D To encourage readers to find out more about porcupines. 

 

 

6 What do the words quick to defend mean in paragraph 8? 

A How quills cause damage. 

B How porcupines move in defense and protection. 

C Why porcupines waddle. 

D Why quills are sharp defense tools.

Note: The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 



 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate 

information and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those 

assertions with textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about 

contents of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that 

maintain meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C)  analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, 

compare-and-contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification 

schemes) influences the relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents 

of text and to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and 

across two or three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 


