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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education 
offers the following activities: 
 

 Outline Scramble 
 Matching Pre-Reading 
 Matching Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter 
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank 
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas 
 Vocabulary 
 Marked Selection Activity 
 Test Questions and Answer Key 

Title of the Selection: Beneficial Bees 

 

Click here to print the selection 
http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/ 

 

Click here for more resources from Fisher Reyna Education 
www.fisherreyna.com 
 
An Expository Thinking Guide with selection summary is provided. The Expository 
Thinking Guide identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each 
paragraph. In addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful 
summary. 
 

 Beneficial Bees  Expository Thinking Guide 

 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary 

© Fisher Reyna Education 2015 Solutions for Success Reading 

Genre – Expository 
Thinking Guide and Activities 

 

Teaching Band Grades 3-5 
Reading 

 

 

http://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/publications/category/critter-connections/
http://www.fisherreyna.com/
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

Title of Selection       Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection Bees 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Bees are some of the most important and advanced pollinators 

on earth. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to pollination 

2. Introduction to bees 

Bee Basics 

3. Physical features help with pollination 

4. Female bees and stingers 

5. Honey bees die after they sting. 

Bee Breeds 

6. Species in U.S. and Texas 

7. The honey bee is non-native. 

Bee Business 

8. Most Texas species are solitary. 

9. Only bumble bees and honey bees are social. 

10. Social colony of bees 

Bee Back-Up 

11. Colony Collapse Disorder 

12. Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee 

populations and ways to promote growth and sustainability 

of pollinators. 
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Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide 

Clustering and Summary 

 

Title of Selection       Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Topic of Selection Bees 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

Bees are some of the most important and advanced pollinators on 

earth. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to pollination 

2. Introduction to bees 

Bee Basics 

3. Physical features help with pollination 

4. Female bees and stingers 

5. Honey bees die after they sting. 

Bee Breeds 

6. Species in U.S. and Texas 

7. The honey bee is non-native. 

Bee Business 

8. Most Texas species are solitary. 

9. Only bumble bees and honey bees are social.  

10. Social colony of bees 

Bee Back-Up 

11. Colony Collapse Disorder 

12. Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee 

populations and ways to promote growth and sustainability 

of pollinators. 
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Clustering is used to produce a meaningful summary. The statements provided in the 

Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE way to paraphrase the elements 

for this selection. 

 

 Bees are some of the most important and advanced insect pollinators on Earth. Their 

body helps in capturing and holding pollen grains and with their defense against threats. There 

are thousands of bee species in the U.S. and hundreds in Texas. The majority of bee species 

are actually solitary, while only the bumble bee and honey bee live in social colonies. Colony 

Collapse Disorder is a serious concern that has scientists continuing to do research on the 

study of bee populations and ways to promote growth and sustainability of pollinators. 
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Outline Scramble 

 

Title of the Selection   Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational - Expository 
 

Directions 

Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph number by 

the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number.  

2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the group. 

3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 

 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 
Bee Basics 

 
Most Texas species are solitary. 

 
Bee Breeds 

 
Only bumble bees and honey bees are social. 

 
Introduction to pollination 

 
Honey bees die after they sting. 

 
Bee Business 

 
Bee Back-Up 

 
Physical features help with pollination 

 
Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee populations 

and ways to promote growth and sustainability of pollinators. 

 
Introduction to bees 

 
Colony Collapse Disorder 

 
Social colony of bees 

 
Species in U.S. and Texas 

 
Female bees and stingers 

 
The honey bee is non-native. 

 



 

Matching Pre-Reading 

 

Directions and Activity Variations 

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
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Matching Activity 

 

Directions and Activity Variations 

Students may work individually or with a partner. 

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  
 

Main Ideas 

 

Bee Basics 

Most Texas species are solitary. 

Bee Breeds 

Only bumble bees and honey bees are social. 

Introduction to pollination 

Honey bees die after they sting. 

Bee Business 

Bee Back-Up 

Physical features help with pollination 

Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee 

populations and ways to promote growth and sustainability 

of pollinators. 

Introduction to bees 

Colony Collapse Disorder 

Social colony of bees 
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Species in U.S. and Texas 

Female bees and stingers 

The honey bee is non-native. 



 

Matching Activity 

Paragraphs 

 

 
 Can you imagine fields and roadsides without 
wildflowers? How about a grocery store without a produce 

section? In order for nature to produce flowers, which in turn 
produce fruits and seeds, pollinators are needed to assist in 

the reproductive cycles of those flowering plants.  Pollination 
is useful not only for the plants, however.  The process is 

considered mutually beneficial to pollinators as well, as some 

of them feed on the flower’s pollen and sweet nectar, some 
seek out hiding places among leaves, and some lay their eggs 

directly on the flower.  Thus, plants and pollinators share a 
close relationship and are examples of symbiotic organisms. 

 Thanks to some of the most important and advanced 
insect pollinators on Earth – bees – we can continue to enjoy 

all plants and our favorite fresh foods.  Worldwide, bees play a 
tremendous role in pollination and are considered a keystone 

species which are important to the health and ecology of an 
area.  The growing and farming of most of the fruits and 

vegetables in our gardens and stores – broccoli, watermelon, 
cauliflower, coconut, papaya, squash, carrots, strawberries, 

apples, and many more – rely on pollination by bees.  In 
recent years, however, bee numbers have been reduced 

greatly by environmental and human impacts.  In order to 

restore bee populations everywhere, many people are 
learning more about bees’ needs, behaviors, and how to save 

these key workers. 

 All bees have 6 legs, 2 pairs of membranous (thin and 
transparent) wings, and a body made up of a head, thorax, 

and abdomen.  Like ants and wasps, they also have a narrow 
waist and 2 antennae.  Females have 6 abdominal segments 

(the “bee stripes” you see) and males have 7 segments.  Stiff 
hairs are also arranged along the legs or underside for 
capturing and holding pollen grains. 

 Only female bees have stingers which are used to 

defend themselves.  In the process of stinging, a small 
amounts of venom is injected into the victim and can cause a 

range of effects from pain and local swelling to severe injury 
or death in serious cases.  Unlike a scorpion’s stinger, which is 

easy to see at the end of its body, the bee’s stinger is hidden 
away by folding scales.  If the bee decides to attack, the 

scales open up and the stinger slides out.  Tiny barbs on the 
stinger help to work it into the victim’s body and the poison 
flows along a hollow in the center of the stinger. 



 

 Have you ever heard that bees will die after they sting?  

Due to the tiny barbs on the stingers, this is true mainly for 
honey bees.  It takes a while for bumble bees to pull their 

stingers out, but honey bees often cannot pull them out at all 
because their barbs are larger and stick tightly to the victim.  

When the hone bee tries to fly away, its stinger is torn off and 
the bee eventually dies. 

 There are around 4,000 native bee species in the U.S. 

which inhabit nearly all ecosystem regions (except the high 
mountains) and come in many different sizes, shapes, and 

colors.  Of the 700 documented bee species originating from 
Texas, we are familiar with 9 species of bumble bees, as well 

as a carpenter bees, cuckoo bees, digger bees, leaf-cutter 
bees, long-horned bees, mason bees, mining bees, squash 

bees, sunflower fees and sweat bees, just to name a few. 

 

 Not all species of bees are social insects which live in 

waxy hives and large colonies.  The majority of Texas bee 
species (around 90%) is solitary, meaning that they live and 

raise their young alone in a variety of nests.  For example, 
female leaf-cutter bees slice semicircular pieces out of leaves 

and stock them with pollen and eggs inside of a hollow plant 
stem.  Carpenter bees build nest burrows in dead trees and 

old timber by chewing their way into the wood with powerful 
jaws.  Mining bees build their nests in underground tunnels.  

One species which nests and raises its young very differently 
is the cuckoo bee.  Because they closely resemble bumble 

bees, cuckoo bees search out the nests of bumble bees and 
force their way inside to lay its eggs for the bumble bee 

workers to watch over. 

 The honey bee is actually non-native and the first 
colonies were brought to this country by early European 

settlers.  In addition, the similar-looking hybrid Africanized 
Honey Bee (“killer bee”) developed when African bees, 

introduced to South America in the 1950’s, mated with honey 
bees.  Contrary to exaggerated belief, killer bees do not hurt 

for people or animals to attack.  They do, however, have the 
impulse to sting when threatened (10 times that of a regular 

hone bee!) and their attacks last longer and involve more 
bees 

 



 

 

 

 Only bumble bees and honey bees are social and live in 

colonies with many other of their own kind.  The honey bee 
nest is a vertical array of wax combs (made from the bees 

internal wax glands) divided into six-sided (hexagonal) cells 
for rearing the young and storing pollen and honey.  Bumble 

bees may live under old buildings, in old mattresses and car 
cushions, or in nests made of grass and beeswax. 

 In a social colony, every individual has a purpose and a 

job.  A queen bee only mates and lays the eggs.  Male bees, 
called drones, only mate with the queen.  The female bees, or 

worker bees, fulfill the majority of the roles needed to support 
the hive.  They spend their time mending and cleaning the 

honeycomb, guarding the hive, locating nectar sources and 
communicating their find to others by “dancing,” and feeding 

the queen and drones.  Mature workers leave the hive to 
collect the nectar and pollen in the “pollen baskets” on their 

legs.  Honey bees use their special honey-making stomachs to 
create honey to feed the colony. 

 Honey bees, which are commonly used to pollinate 
crops, have declined dramatically in recent years.  Scientists 

call this mysterious drop in both native and honey bee 
numbers “Colony Collapse Disorder” and continue to research 

reasons for the decline.  Hive destruction, parasites, disease, 
pesticides, and stress from hive movement remain some of 

the possible causes.  Because both managed and native bees 

are the most economical way to pollinate large croplands, 
there will be a great negative impact on our current food 

sources if bee colonies continue to collapse without relief. 

 Because of this concern, the National Research Council 
of the National Academy of Sciences provides 

recommendations and incentives for the study of bee 
populations and ways to promote the growth and 

sustainability of pollinators.  Some include encouraging public 
land managers and private landowners to adopt “pollinator-

friendly” practices, such as creating pollinator gardens, 
avoiding pesticides, providing sources of water or mud, 

planting a variety of native flowering plants, providing nesting 
habitats, and building bee houses. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1st Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

Topic of Selection Bees 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

B______ are some of the most important and advanced 

p____________ on earth. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to p____________ 

2. Introduction to b______ 

Bee Basics 

3. Physical f_____________ help with pollination 

4. Female bees and s_________ 

5. H________ bees die after they s__________. 

Bee Breeds 

6. S_________ in U.S. and T__________ 

7. The honey bee is n_______-n___________. 

Bee Business 

8. Most Texas species are s___________. 

9. Only b_______ bees and h__________ bees are s________. 

10. Social c_________ of bees 

Bee Back-Up 

11. Colony Collapse D________ 

12. Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee 

populations and ways to promote g_________ and 

sustainability of p_________. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 
 

Title of the Selection   Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 
 

Topic of Selection Bees 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

______ are some of the most important and advanced 

____________ on earth. 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to ____________ 

2. Introduction to ______ 

Bee Basics 

3. Physical _____________ help with pollination 

4. Female bees and _________ 

5. ________ bees die after they __________. 

Bee Breeds 

6. _________ in U.S. and __________ 

7. The honey bee is _______-___________. 

Bee Business 

8. Most Texas species are ___________. 

9. Only _______ bees and __________ bees are ________. 

10. Social _________ of bees 

Bee Back-Up 

11. Colony Collapse ________ 

12. Conclusion: Recommendations for the study of bee populations 

and ways to promote _________ and sustainability of 

_________. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Write Main Ideas 
 

Title of the Selection   Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 
 

Topic of Selection  

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 

 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

Bee Basics 

3.  

4.  

5.  

Bee Breeds 

6.  

7.  

Bee Business 

8.  

9.  

10.  

Bee Back-Up 

11.  

12.  
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Beneficial Bees 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 
Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the selection. 

 

Directions 
Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they recognize. Then 

reread the selection as the students listen for these words. After hearing one of the listed words in 

context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the order in which they appear 

in the selection. 

 

1. pollination 

2. population 

3. stingers 

4. species 

5. native 

6. colonies 

7. social 

8. honeycomb 

9. combs 

10. nectar 
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Beneficial Bees 

Genre: Informational – Expository 
 
 

Directions 

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 For more information on marking codes and 

comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solutions for Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 
Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

 Marked Selection 

Central Idea 

Physical features 

Topic 



 

 

Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

Bees are some of the most important and advanced insect pollinators on Earth. Their body 

helps in capturing and holding pollen grains and with their defense against threats. There are 

thousands of bee species in the U.S. and hundreds in Texas. The majority of bee species are 

actually solitary, while only the bumble bee and honey bee live in social colonies. Colony Collapse 

Disorder is a serious concern that has scientists continuing to do research on the study of bee 

populations and ways to promote growth and sustainability of pollinators. 
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Test Questions 

 

 

1 Paragraph 5 is mainly about – 

A Bee Basics 

B social and non-social habits of bees 

C honey bees often die after stinging 

D honey bees are non-native to the U.S. 

 

 

2 The reader can tell that some bees are  ̶ 

A aggressive and can kill livestock 

B helpful to the environment 

C are limited to only a few ecosystems 

D are difficult to find in a colony 
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3 Which sentence shows that scientist value and protect the work of bees? 

A Scientists call this mysterious drop in both native and honey bee 
numbers “Colony Collapse Disorder.” 

B Honey bees, which are commonly used to pollinate crops, have 
declined dramatically in recent years. 

C Because of this concern, the National Research Council of the National 
Academy of Sciences provides recommendations and incentives for the 

study of bee populations and ways to promote the growth and 
sustainability of pollinators. 

D Hive destruction, parasites, disease, pesticides, and stress from hive 

movement remain some of the possible causes. 

 

 

4 What information can the reader learn about solitary bees from the Build 

a Bee House activity? 

A Fields and roadsides are littered with wildflowers because bees help in 

pollination.  

B There are 4,000 native bee species.  

C Although solitary bees live alone, they usually prefer to nest close to 

others. 

D Only female bees have stingers.
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5 Read this dictionary entry for the word comb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which meaning of combs is used in paragraph 9? 

A Meaning 1 

B Meaning 2 

C Meaning 3 

D Meaning 4 

 

comb /kōm/ 

1. (noun) A strip of plastic, metal, or wood with a row of 

narrow teeth, used for untangling or arranging hair 
2. (noun) Something resembling a comb in function or 

structure 
3. (verb) Untangle or arrange the hair 

4. (verb) Prepare wool, flax, or cotton for manufacture 
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Question and Answer Strategies 

 

1 Paragraph 5 is mainly about – 

A Bee Basics 

B social and non-social habits of bees 

C honey bees often die after stinging 

D honey bees are non-native to the U.S. 

 

 

2 The reader can tell that some bees are  ̶ 

A aggressive and can kill livestock 

B helpful to the environment 

C are limited to only a few ecosystems 

D are difficult to find in a colony 
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3 Which sentence shows that scientist value and protect the work of bees? 

A Scientists call this mysterious drop in both native and honey bee 
numbers “Colony Collapse Disorder.” 

B Honey bees, which are commonly used to pollinate crops, have 
declined dramatically in recent years. 

C Because of this concern, the National Research Council of the National 
Academy of Sciences provides recommendations and incentives for the 

study of bee populations and ways to promote the growth and 
sustainability of pollinators. 

D Hive destruction, parasites, disease, pesticides, and stress from hive 

movement remain some of the possible causes. 

 

 

4 What information can the reader learn about solitary bees from the Build 

a Bee House activity? 

A Fields and roadsides are littered with wildflowers because bees help in 

pollination.  

B There are 4,000 native bee species.  

C Although solitary bees live alone, they usually prefer to nest close to 

others. 

D Only female bees have stingers. 
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5 Read this dictionary entry for the word comb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which meaning of combs is used in paragraph 9? 

A Meaning 1 

B Meaning 2 

C Meaning 3 

D Meaning 4 

comb /kōm/ 

5. (noun) A strip of plastic, metal, or wood with a row of 

narrow teeth, used for untangling or arranging hair 
6. (noun) Something resembling a comb in function or 

structure 
7. (verb) Untangle or arrange the hair 

8. (verb) Prepare wool, flax, or cotton for manufacture 

 

Note: The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 



 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate 

information and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those 

assertions with textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about 

contents of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that 

maintain meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C)  analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, 

compare-and-contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification 

schemes) influences the relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents 

of text and to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and 

across two or three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 


