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Personal Narrative Prompt 

 
 

Look at the picture below. 
 

 
 

 
  
  

  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Think of a time when you achieved a personal goal.  
 

 
Write a story about a time you met your goal.  
 

Be sure to – 
 

 write about a personal experience 
 organize your writing 

 develop your ideas in detail 
 choose words carefully 
 use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and 

sentences 
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Personal Narrative Planning Organizer 

Sample for Guided Writing 

 

 

 

 

Occasion  

Getting a class pet 

 

Significant 

characters 

 

My Teacher and I 

 

 

Set the stage  

“Sammy!” my teacher said loudly as I stared out the classroom window. 

First event  

I jumped because I had been distracted.  It was boring to study science from 

the science book.   

Second event  

Our next unit was an ocean unit. I explained that we should have a hermit crab 

as a class pet to make class more interesting.  

Third event  

My teacher made a deal with me.  She asked me to write a letter to the principal 

explaining why a hermit crab would be a good class pet.  

 

Fourth event  

I wrote the letter and turned it in. 

 

Final outcome  

A week later I found a note from the principal on my desk.  

 

Parting Thought 

I couldn’t keep from smiling as I walked up to show it to my teacher.  
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Planning Guide 

Personal Narrative 

 

 

I. Introduction 

A. The occasion (idea, setting, series of happenings, or situation) 

B. Significant characters 

C. Set the stage for the story 

II. Events* 

A. Identify the event 

B. Supporting details (usually in chronological order)** 

C. Reflection 

III. Final outcome 

A. Restatement of the occasion 

B. Insight 

C. Parting thought 

*There is no set number of events or details.  Some events may close with a reflection. 

 

**Some elaboration methods 

    Vivid language 

     Dialogue 

     Specific details  

 

Very Dull Story without this! 
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Planning Organizer 

Personal Narrative 

 

 

Occasion  

 

 

 

Significant 

characters 

 

 

 

 

Set the stage  

 

 

 

 

First event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final outcome  
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Revision Checklist 

Personal Narrative 

 

 

Occasion  ________ 

Significant   ________ 

characters 

Set the stage  ________ 

First event*  

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Second event 

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Final outcome 

Occasion ________ 

Insight  ________ 

Parting thought________ 

 

Vivid language**  Dialogue  Specific details 

_________________       __________________       ___________________ 

 

The story should include: 

An introduction that focuses attention on the subject and prepares the reader for what is 

to follow 

Supporting details in chronological order 

Transitions to give paragraphs coherence 

Conclusion that restates the occasion in fresh words and states an insight or a lesson 

learned from the experience 

*No set number of events 

**Use tally marks each time vivid language, dialogue and specific details are used. 
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Suggested Reading and Mentor Text 
 

 

 

Mr. George Baker by Amy Hest  
 

Summary – One-hundred-year-old Geroge has decided to learn how to 

read, so he waits for the school bus every morning with his young 

neighbor, Harry. Harry narrates this story that presents the tale of two 

unlikely friends.  This book is  

 

 

 

Amazon link 

 
http://www.amazon.com/George-Baker-Reading-Rainbow-

Books/dp/0763633089/ref=pd_sim_b_3?ie=UTF8&refRID=0E3NP7C0D79CS016PYPE 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/George-Baker-Reading-Rainbow-Books/dp/0763633089/ref=pd_sim_b_3?ie=UTF8&refRID=0E3NP7C0D79CS016PYPE
http://www.amazon.com/George-Baker-Reading-Rainbow-Books/dp/0763633089/ref=pd_sim_b_3?ie=UTF8&refRID=0E3NP7C0D79CS016PYPE

