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Expository Prompt 

 
 

Read the following quotation. 

 

 

 

 

Think about how your friends show good character. 

 

Write about good character. Explain why it is best to show good character 

even when no one is watching you.  

Be sure to –  

 clearly state your central idea 

 organize your writing 

 develop your writing in detail 

 choose your words carefully 

 use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences 

 

 
 

 
  

Many people have said, “Character is what 
you do when no one is looking.” 
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Expository Planning Organizer 

Sample for Guided Writing 

 

 

Topic and Central Idea     

Good character makes you feel proud of yourself. 

 

Main Ideas about the Central Idea 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Good character at school Choosing to follow the teacher’s instructions results in pride for 

you and the teacher. 

 

Example of a time when I showed good character in the 

classroom 

 

Good character at school gives your parents pride in you. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Good character at home Makes your parents really happy and proud 

Example of a time you showed good character at home 

Gives your parents peace of mind 

Way to earn trust 

 

Concluding Statement 

While it is true that good character helps you earn trust at school and at home, more than 

anything, it makes you feel proud of yourself. And that’s a good feeling! 
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Planning Guide 

Expository 

 

 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic and central idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Topic and central idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Expository 

 

 

Topic and Central Idea 

 

 

Main Ideas about the Central Idea 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Third Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

 

Concluding Statement 
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Revision Checklist 

Expository 

 

 

 

Introductory 

Paragraph 

 Concluding Paragraph 

Topic            ___ 

Central Idea  ___ 

Main Ideas 1.___ 

                   2.___ 

                   3.___ 

Main Ideas Topic                  ___ 

Central Idea        ___ 

Main Ideas          ___ 

Parting Thought  ___ 

 

 1st Idea ___ 

            E___ 

         CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

2nd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

3rd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic and central idea of the composition should be included in the introduction.  The 

main ideas of the composition may be included in the introduction to help clarify the central 

idea. 

Body Paragraphs 

There is no set number of main ideas or paragraphs to include in the body of the 

composition. 

Concluding Paragraph 

Restate the topic and central idea of the composition.  Main ideas of the composition may 

be included in the concluding paragraph to help clarify the central idea. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Examples     

CE – Cause and effect               

PE – Personal experience   

 

Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 
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Suggested Reading and Mentor Text 
 

 

 

 

 

 


