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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities and test items: 
 

 Matching Pre-Reading Activity  
 Matching Activity Part 1  
 Matching Activity Part 2  
 Outline Scramble Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter Activity  
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank Activity  
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas Activity  
 Vocabulary Activity 
 Marked Selection Activity  
 Test Questions and Answer Keys 

 
Title of the Selection: The State Seashell of Texas 
Teaching Band Grades 3 - 5  
Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 
 

 

The selection and Expository Thinking Guide are provided. The Expository Thinking Guide 
identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each paragraph. In 
addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful summary.  
 

 The State Seashell of Texas Selection  
 The State Seashell of Texas Expository Thinking Guide  
 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  
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Thinking Guide Activities – Expository 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

                Title of Selection       The State Seashell of Texas           

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Seashells 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
The State Seashell of Texas is the lightning whelk 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the State Seashell of Texas, the lightning 

whelk 

2. The shell’s spiral is contrary to most shells. 

3. The shell’s developer is called a whelk, a soft bodied animal. 

4. The shell’s growth and appearance (implied) 

5. Female whelks and their eggs 

6. Baby whelks feeding activity 

7. What lightning whelks eat 

8. Shell growth 

9. How it protects itself 

10. The whelk’s history (implied) 

11. Where lightning whelks are found 

12. Conclusion: The lightning whelk was named the state shell in 

1987. 
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Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 

Clustering and Summary 

 

Title of Selection       The State Seashell of Texas           

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Seashells 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
The State Seashell of Texas is the lightning whelk 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the State Seashell of Texas, the lightning 

whelk 

2. The shell’s spiral is contrary to most shells. 

3. The shell’s developer is called a whelk, a soft bodied animal. 

4. The shell’s growth and appearance 

5. Female whelks and their eggs 

6. Baby whelks feeding activity 

7. What lightning whelks eat 

8. Shell growth 

9. How it protects itself 

10. The whelk’s history 

11. Where lightning whelks are found 

12. Conclusion: The lightning whelk was named the state shell in 

1987. 
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Color-Coded Summary 

Clustering used to produce a meaningful summary 

 

 

The main ideas are clustered by color-code to develop a meaningful summary. 

Disclaimer: The statements provided in the Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as 

only ONE way to paraphrase the expository elements for this selection. 

 

 

The State Seashell of Texas is the lightning whelk. The shell’s spiral and developer 

is unique.  The shell is made by the whelk and can grow up to sixteen inches long. 

Female whelks lay their eggs in capsules.  When the eggs hatch, the baby whelks 

will feed mostly during the day. Although the shell of the whelk grows quickly, it 

slows as it gets older. With its self protection, it has been around for millions of 

years.  Today, lightning whelks can be found from the Gulf of Mexico through 

North Carolina.  It was named the State Shell of Texas in 1987.



 

 
Matching Pre-Reading Activity  

 

Directions and Activity Variations -   

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actual photos with captions and photo courtesy 

Actual photo with photo courtesy 
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Matching Activity Part 1 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  
 

 

Introduction to the State Seashell of Texas, the lightning whelk 

The shell’s spiral is contrary to most shells. 

The shell’s developer is called a whelk, a soft bodied animal. 

The shell’s growth and appearance 

Female whelks and their eggs 

Baby whelks feeding activity 

What lightning whelks eat 

Shell growth 

How it protects itself 

The whelk’s history 

Where lightning whelks are found 

Conclusion: The lightning whelk was named the state shell in 1987. 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 

 

 

 

Walking along the 367 miles of Texas 
coastline, you may find many different 
seashells washed up on the shore. Seashells 
are some of the most beautiful formations in 
nature. If you find a seashell called a lightning 
whelk, you have found something special 
because it is the State Seashell of Texas! 

Most shells spiral to the right, but not the 
lightning whelk! Its Latin name, Busycon 
contrarium, indicates its contrary nature.  

Inside the shell, you may find a hermit crab. But 
that is not the shell’s original owner. The shell is 
developed by a soft-bodied animal called a 
whelk, which is similar to a snail. They are 
gastropod (stomach-footed) invertebrates, 
which is an animal without a backbone. 

Lightning whelks may grow anywhere  
from 2.5 to 16 inches in length. The shell  
is distinguished by the brown, narrow  
“lightning” streaks from the top to the  
bottom. The inside of the shell is white.  
The shell grows very, very slowly, so it  
may take 15 to 20 years for the shell is to  
get to 10 inches long!  

 

A female whelk will lay eggs in March  
and April. The eggs are in a long string of  
capsules anywhere from 11 to 33 inches  
long. Each capsule can hold 20 to 100  
eggs, and each string may have up to  
145 capsules. The young hatch in May. Only 
8 to 13 eggs out of each capsule will hatch. 

 

They are diurnal which means they are 
most active during the day. Surprisingly, 
whelks are carnivores or meat-eaters. Baby 
whelks will feed on the eggs that did not 
hatch. Whelks can actually smell their prey 
with special sensory organs in their body. 

 

Lightning whelks will eat dead fish, clams, 
scallops and oysters. Clams, scallops and 
oysters are called bivalves because their home 
is made up of two shells. The whelk will pry 
open their prey’s shell using their own shell as 
a crowbar. If that does not work, it will chip a 
hole in the shell with its proboscis. Then they 
insert their radula, which works like a small 
saw, to consume the meat inside. 

 

The shell of the whelk grows quickly when it is 
young, then slows as it gets older.  

 

Even though the whelk lives in a shell, it still has 
predators. So how does it protect itself? There is 
a door on the shell called the operculum. It can 
close up and protect the whelk from crabs, gulls 
and even other whelks! 

 

The lightning whelk has been around for millions 
of years. Some Native Americans believed the 
whelks were sacred because of their left-handed 
spiral. Whelks were consumed as food and the 
shells used for cups and bowls. It is even thought 
that sailors would use the egg cases as sponges 
for bathing. 

 

Lightning whelks tend to be found near 
shoalgrass or turtlegrass meadows on the 
bottom of shallow bays in sand or mud. The 
Lightning Whelk is found in the Gulf of Mexico 
and up the Atlantic coast to North Carolina. 

 

Killing whelks is illegal, so if  
you are lucky enough to find a  
shell with a whelk still in it, it is  
best to leave it be! The lightning  
whelk was named the State Shell of 
Texas in 1987. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1
st
 Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The State Seashell of Texas 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Seashells 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
The S_________ S___________ of T___________ is the 

lightning whelk. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the State Seashell of Texas, the 

l________________ w_________ 

2. The shell’s s__________ is contrary to most shells. 

3. The shell’s developer is called a w________, a soft bodied 

a______________. 

4. The shell’s g__________ and appearance 

5. F___________ whelks and their e_________ 

6. B________ w__________ feeding activity 

7. What lightning whelks e_____ 

8. Shell g____________ 

9. How it p_____________ itself 

10. The w___________ history 

11. W____________ lightning whelks are found 

12. Conclusion: The lightning whelk was n__________ the 

s___________ s_________ in 1987. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The State Seashell of Texas 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 

 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Seashells 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
The _________ ___________ of ___________ is the 

lightning whelk. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the State Seashell of Texas, the 

________________   _________ 

2. The shell’s __________ is contrary to most shells. 

3. The shell’s developer is called a ________, a soft bodied 

______________. 

4. The shell’s __________ and appearance 

5. ___________ whelks and their _________ 

6. ________   __________ feeding activity 

7. What lightning whelks  _____ 

8. Shell ____________ 

9. How it _____________ itself 

10. The ___________ history 

11. ____________ lightning whelks are found 

12. Conclusion: The lightning whelk was __________ the 

___________   _______ in 1987. 
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Write Main Ideas Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The State Seashell of Texas 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

 11.  

 12.  
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The State Seashell of Texas 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 

Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they 

recognize. Then read The State Seashell of Texas as the students listen for these words. After 

hearing one of the listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in 

the order in which they appear in the article. 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article.  

 

1. contrary  

2. similar 

3. streaks 

4. capsules 

5. diurnal 

6. carnivores 

7. bivalves 

8. pry 

9. consume 

10. operculum 
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   The State Seashell of Texas 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 

Directions  

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on marking codes and 

comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solution For Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 

Topic 

Central  

Idea 

Growth & 

Appearance 
Whelk’s 

History 

Marked Selection 

Marking codes are necessary for students to have a system for analyzing or processing 

what they read.  This system allows teachers to make effective instructional decisions.  
Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be required to show their work. 

The marked selection serves as instructional information for the teacher. 
 

Circles indicate summary elements: topic, central idea, and main idea of each paragraph. 
Underlined words and numbers in selection show evidence supporting a correct answer to 

a test question. 
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1 Paragraph 10 is mainly about – 

A what Native American’s believed 

about the lightning whelk  

B the whelk’s long past 

C how sailors used the whelk’s egg 

cases 

D how whelks were used for food 

 

 

2 How do whelks eat clams and oysters? 

F Feeding on the eggs that do not hatch 

G Hunting at night 

H Using a special sensory organ in 

their body 

J Using their shell as a crowbar 

 

 

3 If you find a shell with a whelk in it, you 

should leave it alone because    

A killing whelks is illegal. 

B whelks have left-handed spirals. 

C whelks can be dangerous. 

D whelks are endangered. 

 

 

4 Read the chart below. It shows the life 

cycle of whelks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of these belongs in the empty 

box? 

F The egg capsules average 

anywhere from 11 to 13 inches. 

G Each string holds up to 145 

capsules. 

H The young hatch in May. 

J Whelks use a special sensory 

organ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female whelks lay eggs in March and April. 

The eggs develop in a large string of capsules. 

 

Baby whelks feed on any eggs that do not hatch. 

Test Items 
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5 Which of the following is the best 

summary of the story? 

A The State Seashell of Texas is the 

lightning whelk. It has been around 

for millions of years.  It can be 

found along the Gulf Coast of 

Mexico, but it is illegal to kill a 

whelk. 

B The State Seashell of Texas is 

special. Most shells spiral to the 

right, but not the lighting whelk.  

The shell is made by a soft-bodied 

animal called the whelk.  Females 

have a unique way of laying their 

eggs.  Once its shell grows it can 

protect itself.  It has been around for 

millions of years and is now legally 

protected as the state seashell since 

1987. 

C Seashells are common.  But the 

lighting whelk is special because it 

is the State Seashell of Texas.  It has 

survived for millions of years.  

Killing whelks is illegal.  It was 

named the State Shell of Texas in 

1987. 

D The lightning whelk spiral is 

contrary to the spiral of most 

seashells.  Its unique spiral is made 

by a soft-bodied animal called a 

whelk.  Female whelks lay their 

eggs in long strings of capsules.  

Each capsule can hold 20 to 100 

eggs.  The young hatch in May and 

will be active during the day.  They 

have been around for millions of 

years. 

 

6 Use the diagram to answer the question 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of the following belongs in the 

empty box? 

F Lightning whelks eat dead fish, 

clams, scallops and oysters. 

G Lightning whelks can be found in 

the Gulf of Mexico. 

H Killing whelks is illegal. 

J Whelks are active during the day.

       CAUSES 

Its shell has 
left-handed 
spirals. 

Females have a 
unique way of 
laying their 
eggs. 

It was named 
the State 
Shell of Texas in 
1987. 

The lightning 
whelk is a special 
seashell.        

       EFFECTS 

Answer Key:  1-B, 2-J, 3-A, 4-H, 5-B, 6-H 



 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions with 

textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate information  

       and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions with 

textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about contents 

of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that maintain 

meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C) analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, compare-and-

contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification schemes) influences the 

relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents of text and 

to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and across two or 

three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 

 

 



 

 

Question and Answer Strategies 

 

The State Seashell of Texas is the lightning whelk. The shell’s spiral and developer is unique.  The shell is 

made by the whelk and can grow up to sixteen inches long. Female whelks lay their eggs in capsules.  When 

the eggs hatch, the baby whelks will feed mostly during the day. Although the shell of the whelk grows 

quickly, it slows as it gets older. With its self protection, it has been around for millions of years.  Today, 

lightning whelks can be found from the Gulf of Mexico through North Carolina.  It was named the State 

Shell of Texas in 1987 

        5 

        1 

        3, 

        2 

        4 
        6 

        6 

        6 

The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 

Topic 

Central  

Idea 

Growth & 

Appearance 
Whelk’s 

History 


