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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities and test items: 
 

 Matching Pre-Reading Activity  
 Matching Activity Part 1  
 Matching Activity Part 2  
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter Activity  
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank Activity  
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas Activity  
 Vocabulary Activity 
 Marked Selection Activity  
 Test Questions and Answer Key 

 
Title of the Selection: The Monarchs are Coming 
Teaching Band Grades 3 - 5  
Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 
 

 

The selection and Expository Thinking Guide are provided. The Expository Thinking Guide 
identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each paragraph. In 
addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful summary.  

 
 The Monarchs are Coming Expository Thinking Guide  
 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  
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Thinking Guide Activities – Expository 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 
 

                Title of Selection       The Monarchs are Coming      

      

 

Topic of Selection 
Monarch Butterflies 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Monarchs fly long distances to escape the winter. 

 

 1. Introduction to the monarch butterfly 

2. Monarchs fly long distances to escape the winter. 

3. One migratory population 

4. Texas is an important state in monarch migration. 

5. The second migratory flyway   

6. No one knows how monarchs find their way during 

migration. 

7. Some monarchs do not migrate. 

8. Monarchs tend to migrate in pulses. 

9. While monarchs are migrating 

10.  When spring arrives 

11. Monarch eggs 

12. Monarch larvae 

13. When ready to pupate 

14. Pushing open the chrysalis 

15. Some other types of monarch butterflies 

16. Conclusion: Monarchs will be flying through Texas 



© Fisher Reyna Education 2011  Solutions for Success  Reading  

 

Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 
Clustering and Summary 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Monarch Butterflies 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Monarchs fly long distances to escape the winter. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the monarch butterfly 

2. Monarchs fly long distances to escape the winter. 

3. One migratory population 

4. Texas is an important state in monarch migration. 

5. The second migratory flyway   

6. No one knows how monarchs find their way during 

migration. 

7. Some monarchs do not migrate. 

8. Monarchs tend to migrate in pulses. 

9. While monarchs are migrating 

10.  When spring arrives 

11. Monarch eggs 

12. Monarch larvae 

13. When ready to pupate 

14. Pushing open the chrysalis 

15. Some other types of monarch butterflies 

16. Conclusion: Monarchs will be flying through Texas 
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Color-Coded Summary 

Clustering used to produce a meaningful summary 

 

 

The main ideas are clustered by color-code to develop a meaningful summary. 

The statements provided in the Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE 

way to paraphrase the story elements for this selection. 

 

Monarch butterflies fly long distances to escape winter. Texas is 

an important state in their migration due to its location. No one 

knows how monarchs find their way during migration. There are even 

some monarchs that don’t follow the migratory patterns. When 

spring arrives, monarchs journey back, and the butterfly life cycle 

begins again. Soon, Monarchs will be flying through Texas.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Matching Pre-Reading Activity  

 

Directions and Activity Variations -   

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
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Matching Activity Part 1 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  

Introduction to the monarch butterfly 

Monarchs fly long distances to escape the winter. 

One migratory population 

Texas is an important state in monarch migration. 

The second migratory flyway   

No one knows how monarchs find their way during migration. 

Some monarchs do not migrate. 

Monarchs tend to migrate in pulses. 

While monarchs are migrating 

When spring arrives 

Monarch eggs 

Monarch larvae 

When ready to pupate 

Pushing open the chrysalis 

Some other types of monarch butterflies 

Conclusion: Monarchs will be flying through Texas 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 

 

 

 

Each autumn as days shorten and temperatures drop, a number of natural events occur 

in plants and animals. Trees turn gold and crimson. Ducks, geese, and other species of 

migratory birds begin to move out of the north into areas of more abundant food. Many 

insects spend the winter as eggs or larvae and dehydrate themselves to keep from 

freezing. But, one unique insect has a different survival strategy - the Monarch Butterfly 

 

Like migratory birds, monarch butterflies (Danaus plexippus) have evolved the ability to 

fly long distances, escaping winter cold and the absence of food. Decreasing day length 

and cooler temperatures tell monarchs that emerge in the early fall not to breed. Instead 

they begin the immense journey across North America, over unfamiliar terrain.   

 

One migratory population migrates west of the Rocky Mountains down through western 

Mexico to the wintering site. From the east, the monarchs funnel through Texas, to nine 

high mountain sites in fir forests of Central Mexico. They arrive at the overwintering areas 

by November, remaining there until March of the following spring. Then they return to 

Texas and the southern United States to lay eggs on freshly sprouted milkweeds. By late 

spring most from this spring generation have left the Gulf coastal states and are breeding 

further north. By the beginning of June they have reached the northern U.S. and Canada 

where they continue to breed all summer. 

 

Texas is an important state in monarch migration because it is situated between the 

principal breeding grounds in the north and the overwintering areas in Mexico. Monarchs 

funnel through Texas both in the fall and the spring. During the fall, monarchs use two 

principal flyways. One traverses Texas in a 300-mile wide path stretching from Wichita 

Falls to Eagle Pass. Monarchs enter the Texas portion of this flyway during the last days 

of September. By the third week of October, most have passed through into Mexico. 

 

The second flyway is situated along the Texas coast and lasts roughly from the third week 

of October to the middle of November. In selected locations, monarchs may be seen 

migrating in the tens of thousands. Look for the largest numbers during the second and 

third weeks of October in West-Central Texas, from San Angelo to Bracketville to Eagle 

Pass. Texas parks in this zone are especially good places to find monarchs. Many 

locations along the Devils, Llano, Frio, and Sabinal Rivers are also good. Call ahead to 

parks in the area to see if the monarchs have arrived. If monarchs are there, you must 

move quickly. With hot, moist weather and southerly winds, they will remain in an area, 

but will leave immediately with a passing front. 

 

 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 cont. 

So how do the butterflies find their way?  No one really knows.  Lepidopterists (scientists 

who study butterflies and moths) have been studying them for years.  Some say the 

monarchs use the earth’s magnetic field. Others say a sun compass is used.  All anyone 

knows for certain is that the migration is an amazing feat accomplished by a tiny insect 

with a tiny brain! 

 

One footnote to all of this migration:  there are some monarch butterflies which do not 

migrate.  They will remain in coastal areas of the United States and parts of Mexico.  

These butterflies are dependent on the availability of milkweed plants and seem to breed 

continuously, if the conditions are correct. 

 

As they are migrating, they will feed in the afternoons.  Favorite nectar plants in Texas 

are goldenrods, cowpen daisy, and gay feathers.  At night, the monarchs will fly up into 

trees, search for each other, and, if they are numerous, they form nighttime roosts.  The 

next morning, as the sun warms their bodies, the butterflies will fly off to feed again or 

continue their migration, if the winds are correct. 

 

Monarchs tend to migrate in pulses.  Their movement is dictated by fronts blowing in 

from the north.  Stronger, cooler winds may force them to fly as much as 400 miles in a 

day.  If the winds are blowing from the south, they will linger in low riparian woodlands. 

 

If you happen to have milkweed plants, watch out for butterflies from about March 15th to 

April 15th.  Females that have overwintered in Mexico may lay eggs there.  The eggs are 

tiny, the size of a pinhead, and are ivory to a pale yellow color.  Just before hatching, the 

eggs turn a dark gray.   

 

When spring arrives, the monarchs begin the long journey back to their summer breeding 

areas.  They will again travel through Texas and spring larvae may be found wherever 

milkweeds are growing. 

 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 cont.  

When monarchs are ready to pupate, they crawl into surrounding vegetation and hang 

upside down in a pre-pupal “J” configuration.  A green chrysalis with gold spots quickly 

forms. This color gives the butterfly great camouflage!   

 

The first hatched larvae are so small that they cannot chew through the leaf and must 

“mine” the surface for food.  The larvae will go through four more instars.  An instar is 

the period between hatching and the first molt and between subsequent molts.  After two 

or three weeks, the larvae have grown to 200 times their birth weight! 

 

Seven to 10 days later the monarch pushes open the chrysalis.  For an hour, the butterfly 

must hang freely so that its wings will develop properly. If it falls or is disturbed, the 

wings may harden in a misshapen form and it will not be able to fly.  The total time from 

egg to adult – about five weeks. 

 

Do you have monarch butterflies coming through your area?  There are some other types 

of butterflies that look very much like the monarch.  They include the Queen, the Soldier, 

and the Viceroy. 

 

Either way, butterflies are fun to watch and study.  Keep your eyes open because they 

will be flying through Texas very soon! 

 

Editor’s note: Much of the information in this article came directly with permission from 

“The Mystery of the Monarch Migration” and “The Biology of the Monarch” produced by 

the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1
st
 Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The Monarchs are Coming 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

Topic of Selection 
M_______________ B______________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Monarchs fly long d_____________ to escape the winter. 

 
 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the m___________ b______________ 

2. Monarchs fly long distances to e_________ the 

w___________. 

3. One m_______________ population 

4. T________ is an important state in monarch migration. 

5. The second migratory f___________   

6. No one knows how monarchs f_____ their w_____ during 

migration. 

7. Some monarchs d____ n______ migrate. 

8. Monarchs tend to migrate in p___________. 

9. While m____________ are m_____________ 

10.  When s__________ arrives 

11. Monarch e________ 

12. Monarch l__________ 

13. When ready to p____________ 

14. Pushing open the c__________ 

15. Some other t_________ of m__________ butterflies 

16. Conclusion: Monarchs will be f_______ through 

T________ 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The Monarchs are Coming 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
_______________ ______________ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Monarchs fly long _____________ to escape the winter. 

 
 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to the ___________   ______________ 

2. Monarchs fly long distances to _________ the 

___________. 

3. One _______________ population 

4.   ________ is an important state in monarch migration. 

5. The second migratory ___________   

6. No one knows how monarchs _____ their _____ during 

migration. 

7. Some monarchs ____   ______ migrate. 

8. Monarchs tend to migrate in   ___________. 

9. While  ____________ are  _____________ 

10.  When  __________ arrives 

11. Monarch  ________ 

12. Monarch  __________ 

13. When ready to ____________ 

14. Pushing open the  __________ 

15. Some other  _________ of __________ butterflies 

16. Conclusion: Monarchs will be _______ through 

________ 
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Write Main Ideas Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   The Monarchs are Coming 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

 11.  

 12.  

 13.  

 14.  

 15.  

 16.  
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The Monarchs are Coming 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 

Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they 

recognize. Then read The Monarchs are Coming as the students listen for these words. After hearing 

one of the listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the 

order in which they appear in the article. 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article.  

 

1. drop  

2. crimson 

3. migratory 

4. abundant 

5. immense  

6. terrain 

7. overwintering 

8. principal  

9. flyways 

10. Lepidopterists 

11. feat 

12. pulses 
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   The Monarchs are Coming 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 

Directions  

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 For more information on marking codes and 

comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solution For Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 

 

 

 

Marked Selection 

Central  

Idea 

Topic 

        3 

      2, 

      2, 



 

 

      4 

      2, 

Marked Selection 

      2 

      4 

      4 

      1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monarch butterflies fly long distances to escape winter. Texas is 

an important state in their migration due to its location. No one 

knows how monarchs find their way during migration. There are even 

some monarchs that don’t follow the migratory patterns. When 

spring arrives, monarchs journey back, and the butterfly life cycle 

begins again. Soon, Monarchs will be flying through Texas.  

        5 

Marked Selection 

        6 
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Test Questions 

 

 

1 The author includes an “Editor’s note” to – 

 

A explain why the article was written 

B give credit to where the information came from 

C describe why the photos were included in the article 

D tell which words are most important  

 

 

2 The pictures in the selection are included to – 

 

A show the monarch migratory patterns  

B provide information about the butterfly life cycle 

C explain why monarch butterflies migrate 

D show what monarchs look like  

 

 

 
3 Which words in paragraph 1 help the reader understand the 

meaning of abundant? 

 
A days shorten 

B birds begin to move 

C areas of more food 

D keep from freezing 
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4 What can the reader conclude about milkweed plants? 

 
A They have small, white flowers. 

B They have a strong odor. 

C They are important to the monarch life cycle. 

D They only grow in parks located in Texas. 

 
 

 
5 The facts and color activity on page 6 are included to - 

 

A convince the reader to plant a garden for butterflies 

B give examples of different types of butterflies  

C give more information about monarchs 

D explain how to color the butterfly drawing 

 

 
6 What can the reader conclude about monarch migration? 

 

A Monarchs migrate due to climate changes. 

B All monarchs must migrate to survive the winter. 

C It is difficult to see the monarch migration. 

D Winter winds can hurt animals like monarchs, geese, and birds. 
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Question and Answer Strategies  

 

 

1 The author includes an “Editor’s note” to – 

 

A explain why the article was written 

B give credit to where the information came from 

C describe why the photos were included in the article 

D tell which words are most important  

 

 

2 The pictures in the selection are included to – 

 

A show the monarch migratory patterns  

B provide information about the butterfly life cycle 

C explain why monarch butterflies migrate 

D show what monarchs look like  

 

 

 
3 Which words in paragraph 1 help the reader understand the 

meaning of abundant? 

 
A days shorten 

B birds begin to move 

C areas of more food 

D keep from freezing 
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4 What can the reader conclude about milkweed plants? 

   
A They have small, white flowers. 

B They have a strong odor. 

C They are important to the monarch life cycle. 

D They only grow in parks located in Texas. 

 
 

 
5 The facts and color activity on page 6 are included to - 

   

A convince the reader to plant a garden for butterflies 

B give examples of different types of butterflies  

C give more information about monarchs 

D explain how to color the butterfly drawing 

 

 
6 What can the reader conclude about monarch migration? 

 

A Monarchs migrate due to climate changes. 

B All monarchs must migrate to survive the winter. 

C It is difficult to see the monarch migration. 

D Winter winds can hurt animals like monarchs, geese, and birds. 

 

Note: The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 



 

 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate 

information and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about 

contents of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that maintain 

meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C) analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, compare-

and-contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification schemes) influences 

the relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents of text 

and to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and across 

two or three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 


