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The Expository Thinking Guide is used to develop other 
fun and interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education  
offers the following activities and test items: 
 

 Matching Pre-Reading Activity  
 Matching Activity Part 1  
 Matching Activity Part 2  
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas Activity 
       Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter Activity  
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank Activity  
 Vocabulary Activity 
 Marked Selection Activity  
 Test Questions and Answer Key 

 
Title of the Selection: Texas Bats 
Teaching Band Grades 3 - 5  
Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 
 

 

The selection and Expository Thinking Guide are provided. The Expository Thinking Guide 
identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each paragraph. In 
addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful summary.  
 

 Texas Bats Selection  
 Texas Bats Expository Thinking Guide  
 Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide and Summary  
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Thinking Guide Activities – Expository 
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

               

 

 

  Title of Selection       Texas Bats      

      

 

Topic of Selection 
Texas Bats 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Bats are some of the most amazing and beneficial animals in Texas. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to Texas Bats  

2. State’s bat species and benefits  

3. Most people rarely notice bats, but they are diverse and unusual. 

4. Unsavory reputation is undeserved. 

5. Enjoy the world of bats. 

Mexican free-tail bats 

6. Bat Bracken Cave 

7. Most common bats in Texas 

8. Where they live 

9. Bat moms and pups 

10. Pups 

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11. Bizarre appearance 

12. Where they live 

13. Rarely encountered 

Mexican long-tongued bat 
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14. Pollinators 

15. Where they are found  

16. Behaviors (implied) 

Eastern red bat 

17. Well camouflaged in trees 

18. Mostly solitary bats 

19. Where they feed, live, and hibernate 

Pallid bat 

20. Snatch food off rocks or leaves 

21. Where they live 
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Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 
Clustering and Summary 

 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Texas Bats 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Bats are some of the most amazing and beneficial animals in Texas. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. Introduction to Texas Bats  

2. State’s bat species and benefits 

3. Most people rarely notice bats, but they are diverse and unusual. 

4. Unsavory reputation is undeserved. 

5. Enjoy the world of bats. 

Mexican free-tail bats 

6. Bat Bracken Cave 

7. Most common bats in Texas 

8. Where they live 

9. Bat moms and pups 

10. Pups 

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11. Bizarre appearance 

12. Where they live 

13. Rarely encountered 

Mexican long-tongued bat 

14. Pollinators 
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15. Where they are found  

16. Behaviors (implied) 

Eastern red bat 

17. Well camouflaged in trees 

18. Mostly solitary bats 

19. Where they feed, live, and hibernate 

Pallid bat 

20. Snatch food off rocks or leaves 

21. Where they live 

Color-Coded Summary 

Clustering used to produce a meaningful summary 

 

 

The main ideas are clustered by color-code to develop a meaningful summary. 

The statements provided in the Thinking Guide and summary paragraph serve as only ONE 

way to paraphrase the story elements for this selection. 

 

Summary 

Texas bats are some of the most amazing and beneficial animals in Texas. 

Despite the 32 species that live in Texas, they are rarely seen. They are 

remarkably diverse and unusual.  Unfortunately they have earned an 

underserved, unsavory reputation, and should instead be enjoyed. The most 

common species in Texas is the Mexican-free-tailed bat which can be 

found throughout the state. Another species includes the Peter’s ghost-

faced bat, named for its bizarre appearance.  The Mexican long-tongued 

bat is another species known for its pollination skills.  The Eastern red bat 

is well-camouflaged in trees, while the Pallid bat is known for snatching 

food from rocks or leaves.  

 

 



 

 
Matching Pre-Reading Activity  

 

Directions and Activity Variations -   

Students may work individually or with a partner. Teacher shows the titles, subtitles and photos 

with captions as a pre-reading activity to the Matching Activity. 
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Matching Activity Part 1 

 

Directions and Activity Variations  

Students may work individually or with a partner.  

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas.  
 

1. Introduction to Texas Bats  

2. State’s bat species and benefits 

3. Most people rarely notice bats, but they are diverse and 

unusual. 

4. Unsavory reputation is undeserved. 

5. Enjoy the world of bats. 

Mexican free-tail bats 

6. Bat Bracken Cave 

7. Most common bats in Texas 

8. Where they live 

9. Bat moms and pups 

10. Pups 

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11. Bizarre appearance 

12. Where they live 

13. Rarely encountered 
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Matching Activity Part 1 Cont.

Mexican long-tongued bat 

14. Pollinators 

15. Where they are found  

16. Behaviors (implied) 

Eastern red bat 

17. Well camouflaged in trees 

18. Mostly solitary bats 

19. Where they feed, live, and hibernate 

Pallid bat 

20. Snatch food off rocks or leaves 

21. Where they live 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 

 

 

 

Some of the most amazing and beneficial animals in Texas are bats. 
That’s right: those furry little mammals that fly around at night and have 
such a bad – and unfair – reputation are actually essential to the state’s 
natural environment and to Texans. 

 

Most of our state’s 32 bat species eat huge amounts of insects, both the 
bugs that annoy us in our backyards and the pests that cause so much 
damage to corn, cotton and other major farm crops. Pallid bats even have 
a taste for scorpions. Two species, in South and West Texas, are essential 

pollinators for cactus and agave plants.  

Most people rarely notice bats flying overhead and almost never see them 
up close, since bats are very shy and come out after dark. And that’s too 
bad because bats are remarkably diverse and unusual animals. Red, 
silver-haired and spotted bats are strikingly colorful. Ghost-faced bats 
look as exotic as any dinosaur. Mexican free-tailed bats have narrow 
wings for jet-like flight, while long-nosed bats use their broad wings to 

hover over plants and flowers almost like helicopters. 

 

And about that unsavory reputation: it’s completely undeserved. Many 
people still believe bats are blind, carry diseases and suck blood like 
vampires. In truth, bats generally have excellent eyesight. They rarely 

transmit disease to people or pets, and even sick bats almost never bite 
unless they’re handled. Just don’t ever handle a bat or any other wild 
animal. Worldwide, there are more than 1,100 species of bats, and only 

three of them are vampire bats. They do, indeed, feed on the blood of 
birds or mammals, but all three live only in Latin America – not in Texas. 

 

So go ahead and enjoy the world of Texas bats. There’s no reason to fear 
these fascinating creatures. They make great neighbors. 

 

Each summer evening near San Antonio, 20 million Mexican free-tailed 
bats come swirling out of a hole in the ground called Bracken Cave. This is 
the world’s largest bat colony and it takes them hours to emerge in a 

dense stream. Their flapping wings spread a whispered 

“whoop…whoop…whoop” over the area. The bats spread out across the 
farms, ranches and towns of the Hill Country in search of insects. Before 
they return around dawn, these bats will have eaten about 400,000 
pounds of flying bugs. 

 



 

Matching Activity Part 2 cont. 

 

 

 

These are the most common bats in Texas. They’re found throughout the 
state, with up to 100 million of them in Central Texas, where they eat 
huge numbers of corn earworm moths and other insects that cause great 
damage to farm crops. Mexican free-tailed bats are generally less than 3 

inches long, with wingspans of around 12 inches. They’ve been clocked 
flying at 60 mph with tailwinds and at altitudes of up to 10,000 feet. 

 

Most Mexican free-tailed bats spend the winter in warmer caves in Mexico. 
They return to Texas in the spring. The females form big maternity 

colonies in caves, abandoned mines, buildings and under bridges. About 
1½ million of these bats live under the Ann Richards Congress Avenue 
Bridge in downtown Austin. Males split off into much smaller bachelor 
colonies. 

 

In June, each female usually gives birth to a single pup that weighs less 

than a pecan. The mothers clean and nurse their babies, then place them 
in nursery areas of the cave, with as many as 500 pups jammed into a 
square foot of space. As thousands of pups squeak, jostle and crawl over 
one another, the cave walls are alive with constant motion and sound. 
Yet, remarkably, each mother bat finds and nurses her own pup amid all 
that confusion. Scientists say the moms and pups recognize each other’s 

voices and scents. 

 
Pups learn to fly and join their mothers on insect-hunting expeditions 
when they are four to five weeks old. When it first tries its wings, a young 
freetail must avoid several mid-air collisions per second in a pitch-dark 
cave. Unlucky pups fall to the cave floor, which often swarms with 

carnivorous beetles that can reduce a bat to a skeleton in seconds. It is a 
hard life, and as many as 50 percent of pups will not survive their first 
year. 

Peters’s ghost-faced bats get their name from their rather bizarre 
appearance. They have conspicuous flaps of skin on the chin. Large, round 

ears join across the forehead, and their eyes seem almost to be located in 
their ears. 
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Matching Activity Part 2 cont. 

  
These bats live in semiarid and desert areas in South and West Texas. 
They do not migrate and remain active year-round. They usually roost in 
caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines, although they occasionally 
move into old buildings. These insect-eating bats hunt large, soft-bodied 
moths, although scientists do not know much about their diet. 

 

Peter’s ghost-faced bats are very rarely encountered by people. 

Mexican long-tongued bats are pollinators. They feed on the nectar and 

pollen of night-blooming plants, especially agaves, as well as on cactus 
fruit. They dip their long, slender noses into flowers and extend their 
tongues (which can be up to one-third of their body length) to reach all 
the sweet nectar. In return for the meal, their snouts become dusted with 
pollen, which they deliver to other flowers as they feed. This pollination 
helps the plants bear fruit and maintain genetic diversity. 

In Texas, Mexican long-tongued bats are found only in the state’s 
southern tip. They use a range of habitats, including deserts, semidesert 
grasslands and oak woodlands. These bats seem to spend their winters in 
Mexico, then migrate up to Texas in the spring as they follow the 

flowering cycles of cacti and agaves. 

 

These and other nectar bats hover as their dip their noses into flowers. 
They sometimes visit backyard hummingbird feeders. Mexican long-
tongued bats roost in caves, mines, rock crevices and abandoned 
buildings, forming colonies of about 15 bats. 

 

Eastern red bats are “tree bats” that live in forests throughout most of 
Texas and roost in the foliage of trees. Despite their bright red color, 
these bats are actually well-camouflaged: in trees, they look like dead 
leaves or pine cones as they hang by a single foot, gently swaying in the 

breeze. 
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Matching Activity Part 2 cont. 

These are mostly solitary bats – even females roost alone while rearing 

their young. Unlike most bats, eastern red bats often give birth to twins 
and can have litters of up to five pups. 

 

In the summertime, red bats typically feed around the edges of forests, in 
clearings or even around streetlights where they pursue insects, especially 

moths. In Texas, these bats seem to remain in the same areas year-
round. They hibernate during the winter in tree hollows and even amid the 
bunchgrass and leaf litter on the ground. 

 

Pallid bats don’t pursue their prey in the air. They are “gleaning bats” that 
snatch their food off rocks or leaves. With their huge ears, these bats can 
hear the dainty footsteps of an insect from up to 16 feet away. Pallid bats 
mostly eat such things as katydids, crickets, beetles and moths. They will 
also catch and consume scorpions and centipedes, and they are immune 
to a scorpion's sting. 

 

Texas’ pallid bats live in arid grasslands and deserts in the Panhandle and 
in parts of Southwest Texas. They roost in rock crevices, tree hollows, 
buildings and bridges, and hibernate through the winter in deep crevices. 
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Write Main Ideas Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Texas Bats 

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

Mexican free-tail bats 

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11.  

12.  

13.  



© Fisher Reyna Education 2012  Solutions for Success  Reading  

 

Mexican long-tongued bat 

14.  

15.  

16.  

Eastern red bat 

17.  

18.  

19.  

Pallid bat 

20.  

21.  
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Expository Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1
st
 Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Texas Bats 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given. 

 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Texas B_______ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Bats are some of the most amazing and b_______________ animals in 

Texas. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. I__________________ to Texas Bats  

2. State’s bat s____________ and b___________________  

3. Most people rarely n______________ bats, but they are diverse and 

u___________________. 

4. Unsavory r_______________ is undeserved. 

5. Enjoy the world of b_____________. 

Mexican free-tail bats 

6. Bat B____________ Cave 

7. Most c____________ bats in Texas 

8. Where they l___________ 

9. Bat m__________ and pups 

10. P__________ 

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11. B______________ appearance 

12. Where they l__________________ 

13. Rarely e__________________ 
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Mexican long-tongued bat 

14. P____________________ 

15. Where they are f__________________  

16. B_____________ (implied) 

Eastern red bat 

17. Well c__________________ in trees 

18. Mostly s_______________ bats 

19. Where they feed, live, and h___________________ 

Pallid bat 

20. Snatch food off r_________ or l________________ 

21. Where they l______________ 



© Fisher Reyna Education 2012  Solutions for Success  Reading  

 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Texas Bats 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 

 

 

 

Topic of Selection 
Texas _______ 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of Selection) 
Bats are some of the most amazing and b_______________ animals in 

Texas. 

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1. __________________ to Texas Bats  

2. State’s bat ____________ and ___________________  

3. Most people rarely ______________ bats, but they are diverse and 

___________________. 

4. Unsavory _______________ is undeserved. 

5. Enjoy the world of _____________. 

Mexican free-tail bats 

6. Bat ____________ Cave 

7. Most ____________ bats in Texas 

8. Where they ___________ 

9. Bat __________ and pups 

10. __________ 

Peter’s ghost-faced bat 

11. ______________ appearance 

12. Where they __________________ 
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13. Rarely __________________ 

Mexican long-tongued bat 

14. ____________________ 

15. Where they are __________________  

16. _____________ (implied) 

Eastern red bat 

17. Well __________________ in trees 

18. Mostly _______________ bats 

19. Where they feed, live, and ___________________ 

Pallid bat 

20. Snatch food off _________ or ________________ 

21. Where they _____________ 
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Texas Bats 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 

 

Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they 

recognize. Then read Texas Bats as the students listen for these words. After hearing one of the 

listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the order in which 

they appear in the article. 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article.  

 

1. annoy   

2. pollinators 

3. strikingly  

4. narrow  

5. hover  

6. transmit  

7. stream  

8. pup  

9. jammed  

10. jostle  

11. amid  

12. roost  
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Marked Selection Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Texas Bats 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational, Magazine Article 
 
 

Directions  

Students use marking strategies and complete the thinking 
guide as they read the selection. A marked selection is 
provided. 

Marking codes are used to demonstrate comprehension 
strategies. Marking codes are necessary for the students to 
have a system for analyzing or processing what they read.  This 
system of showing your work while working independently on a 
reading comprehension selection allows teachers to make 
effective instructional decisions. When the staff works as a 
team to provide instruction and monitor progress, it is 
important for everyone to require the same set of marking 
codes.   

Students who consistently score 95% or better may not be 
required to show their work.  

 

 

 For more information on marking codes and 
comprehension strategies see our book titled, 

Solutions for Success: Reading 

               Lois Fisher & Rachel Reyna 



 

 
Marked Selection 

Central  

Idea 

Topic 

Where 
they 
live 

4 



 

 

 

 

Behaviors 

Live and 
hibernate 

6 

5 



 

 

3 
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Test Questions 

 

 

1 Which sentence best supports the idea that bats generally have an 

undeserved reputation– 

 

A These are the most common bats in Texas. 

B Peter’s ghost faced bats get their name from their rather bizarre 

appearance.  

C Each summer evening near San Antonio, 20 million Mexican 

free-tailed bats come swirling out of a hole in the ground called 

Bracken Cave. 

D They rarely transmit disease to people or pets and even sick bats 

almost never bite unless they’re handled. 

 

 

2 The pictures next to the bold subtitles are included  to – 

 

A show the bats flying 

B provide information about where bats live  

C explain why bats feed in different ways 

D show the appearance of each species  

 

 
3 The labeled diagram is included to   

 

A convince the reader that bats are helpful 

B give examples of different ways bats fly  

C give more information about one type of bat species 

D explain how Mexican free-tail bats hunt for food 
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4 Which words in paragraph 8 help the reader understand the 

meaning of split? 

 

A spend the winter 

B return to Texas 

C off into much smaller  

D warmer caves 

 

 

 

5 Read this sentence from paragraph 11. 

 

 

 

The author uses this sentence to – 

 

A explain to the reader about the bat’s eyesight 

B offer a reason for the bizarre appearance 

C help the reader visualize how bats use their eyes 

D argue that this species of bat is blind 

 

 

 

6 What evidence from the selection shows that the Eastern red bat is 

unique among other Texas species? 

 

A The Eastern red bat lives in forests. 

B The Eastern red bat hibernates during winter. 

C Female red bats give birth to twins and can have up to five pups. 

D These bats are well camouflaged. 

 

Large, round ears join across the forehead, and 
their eyes seem almost to be located in their ears. 
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Question and Answer Strategies  

 

1 Which sentence best supports the idea that bats generally have an 

undeserved reputation– 

 

A These are the most common bats in Texas. 

B Peter’s ghost faced bats get their name from their rather bizarre 

appearance.  

C Each summer evening near San Antonio, 20 million Mexican 

free-tailed bats come swirling out of a hole in the ground called 

Bracken Cave. 

D They rarely transmit disease to people or pets and even sick bats 

almost never bite unless they’re handled. 

 

 

2 The pictures next to the bold subtitles are included  to – 

 

A show the bats flying 

B provide information about where bats live  

C explain why bats feed in different ways 

D show the appearance of each species  

 

 
3 The labeled diagram is included to   

 

A convince the reader that bats are helpful 

B give examples of different ways bats fly  

C give more information about one type of bat species 

D explain how Mexican free-tail bats hunt for food 
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4 Which words in paragraph 8 help the reader understand the 

meaning of split? 

 

A spend the winter 

B return to Texas 

C off into much smaller  

D warmer caves 

 

 

5 Read this sentence from paragraph 11. 

 

 

 

The author uses this sentence to – 

 

A explain to the reader about the bat’s eyesight 

B offer a reason for the bizarre appearance 

C help the reader visualize how bats use their eyes 

D argue that this species of bat is blind 

 

 

 

6 What evidence from the selection shows that the Eastern red bat is 

unique among other Texas species? 

 

A The Eastern red bat lives in forests. 

B The Eastern red bat hibernates during winter. 

C Female red bats give birth to twins and can have up to five pups. 

D These bats are well camouflaged. 

Note: The evidence used to support correct answers may not be the only supporting evidence. 

Large, round ears join across the forehead, and 

their eyes seem almost to be located in their ears. 



 

 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

English Language Arts and Reading 

Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text 

 

3.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A)  identify the details or facts that support the main idea; 

(B)  draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those assertions 

with textual evidence; 

(C)  identify explicit cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D)  use text features (e.g., bold print, captions, key words, italics) to locate 

information and make and verify predictions about contents of text. 

 

4.13 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) identify the details or facts that support main idea 

(B) draw conclusions from the facts presented in text and support those 

assertions with textual evidence; 

(C) identify cause and effect relationships among ideas in texts; and 

(D) use text features to locate information and make and verify predictions about 

contents of text 

 

5.11 Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide 

evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to: 

(A) summarize the main ideas and supporting details in a text in ways that 

maintain meaning and logical order; 

(B) determine the facts in text and verify them through established methods; 

(C)  analyze how the organizational pattern of a text (e.g., cause-and-effect, 

compare-and-contrast, sequential order, logical order, classification 

schemes) influences the relationships among the ideas; 

(D) use multiple text features and graphics to gain an overview of the contents 

of text and to locate information; and 

(E) synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and 

across two or three texts representing similar or different genres. 

 


