
 

 

 

 

  
  

 

Instructional Objective 
Students review a variety of engaging methods used in the introduction of 
an essay. 
Game Objective 
Be the first team to match the introduction text card to the labeled 
“Introduction Method” card.   
 

Materials 

Introduction text cards and “Introduction Method” cards 
 

Set up  
Make copies of both sets of cards for each team. Separate each set of cards. 
 

Student Directions 

1. Distribute and orally review the “Introduction Method” cards by reading each card in that 
set. As you read, have each team place cards across a desk or tabletop.  

2. Next distribute the introduction text cards. At the point, when you say, “Ready, start, engage 
your reader,” each team races to match each sample introduction text card to the 
“Introduction Method” card. 

3. The team to first match the cards correctly wins the game. 
 
Note: Fifteen cards (3 sets) are included in this game.  The level of difficulty may be varied by 
limiting the number of sets included in the game.  
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Introduction Method 

 
Grab your reader with a 

 truism. 
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Introduction Method 

 
  

Grab your reader by 

describing a setting. 
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Introduction Method 

 
 

Grab your reader with a 

Shocking statement. 
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 Introduction Method 
 
 

 Grab your reader by 

Beginning with a problem. 
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 Introduction Method 
 

Grab your reader by 
comparing a common story to your 
unusual experience or your side of the 
story.  
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Sometimes, when you're eight and a 

half, life throws you an unexpected 

curve. In my case, it happened just last 

night. 

From- My Brother Dan’s Delicious by Steven L. Layne       

It all began one morning. Mr. Louis Bleriot, his 

wife, their children, and their pets had just had 

their breakfast. The year was 1901. The place is 

the city of Cabrai, in France.  

  

Adapted from- The Glorious Flight by Alice and Martin 

Provensen 

 

One night Kristen’s mother woke up 

and yelled, “A baby! A baby! I’m having 

a baby!” 

 

From- Alligator Baby by Robert Munsch       

 

 
There once was a dog named Hally, who 

lived with the Tosis family. Hally Tosis was 

a very good dog, but she had a big 

problem. 

From- Dog Breath by Dave Pilkey       

 

 Everybody knows the story of the Three Little Pigs. 

Or at least they think they do. But, I'll let you in on a 

little secret. Nobody knows the real story, because 

nobody has ever heard my side of the story. 

From- The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon 

Scieska       

 



 

 

 

 

Introduction Method 

 
 Grab your reader with a   

question and obvious answer. 
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Introduction Method 

 
 

 Grab your reader with a  
memory. 
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Introduction Method 

 
 Grab your reader with 

short choppy sentences 
or one word sentences. 
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 Introduction Method 
 

 Grab your reader with 

dialog that includes a 
question. 
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 Introduction Method 

 
 

 Grab your reader by 

comparing or stating opposites. 
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Ever seen a jackalope? Probably not, 

because they’re gone. Extinct. Like 

dinosaurs and go-go boots.  
From- Jackalope by Janet Stevens and Susan Stevens 

Crummel 

 
When I was young in the mountains, 

Grandfather came home in the evening 

covered with the black dust of a coal 

mine. Only his lips were clean, and he 

used them to kiss the top of my head.    

From- When I was Young in the Mountains by Cynthia 

Rylant 

 

 
I want them. I need them. I love them. I've 

got to have them. My mom and my dad 

won't let me have them. Earrings. 

Beautiful earrings for Pierced ears. 

 

From- Earrings by Judith Viorst 

"Mom, I found this dog sitting 

all by himself. Can I keep 

him?" 

 

From- Can I Keep Him by Steven Kellogg 
 

Dudley was the kindest elephant you could 

ever hope to meet. He was also the 

clumsiest elephant in the jungle. One day, 

while out for a walk…  

From- Monkey Trouble by Lisl Weil 
 



 

 

aI wanted to catch it for my very own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Introduction Method 

 
 Grab your reader by 

comparing everybody’s 

favorite to your favorite. 
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Introduction Method 

 Grab your reader with a 

one-time intentional run-on 
sentence that end with words in a 

series- series to be repeated 
throughout the paper. 

Introduction Method 

 
Grab your reader with 

a statement that says your 

story is a true story. 

©Fisher Reyna Education 2013 

 
Introduction Method 

 
 Grab your reader with an  

action. 
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 Introduction Method 

 
Grab your reader with 

the usual that leads to the 

unusual. 
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Jedediah Johnson was my 

granddaddy's brother. Everybody has 

their favorite relative. Well, Uncle Jed 

was mine. 

 

From-Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaret King 

Mitchell 

I went to sleep with gum in my mouth and now 

there's gum in my hair and when I got out of bed 

this morning I tripped on the skateboard and by 

mistake I dropped by sweater in the sink while 

the water was running and I could tell it was 

going to be a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad 

day. From- Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No 

Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst 

 

  

 

This book is a true story. I still consider 
it a wonderful experience and privilege 
that I knew not only two grandmothers 
and one grandfather but my Irish 
great-grandmother as well. 

 

From-Nana Upstairs Nana Downstairs by Tomie dePaola 

Today I saw a rainbow. It was so 

beautiful that I wanted to catch it for 

my very own. 

 

From- A Rainbow of My Own by Don Freeman 

 

Friday is errand day. My mom goes on 

boring errands, and I have to go with her. 

And this Friday seemed like every other 

Friday...until we got to the bakery. 

From-When Dinosaurs came with Everything by Elise 

Broach 

 


