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Planning Guide 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

I. Introduction 

A. The occasion (idea, setting, series of happenings, or situation) 

B. Significant characters 

C. Set the stage for the story 

II. Events* 

A. Identify the event 

B. Supporting details (usually in chronological order)** 

C. Reflection 

III. Final outcome 

A. Restatement of the occasion 

B. Insight 

C. Parting thought 

*There is no set number of events or details.  Some events may close with a reflection. 

 

**Some elaboration methods 

    Vivid language 

     Dialogue 

     Specific details  

 
Very Dull Story without this! 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 
 
 
Occasion  

Lost in a grocery store  
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My mom and I 
 

Set the stage  
The grocery store looked as busy as ever.  I could see people in every 
aisle, every section, bustling about.  Of course, I was used to this because 
I had been here many times before with my mom.  
 

First event  
Mom explained the items were getting at the grocery. 
 

Second event  
As I was admiring the ice cream, I noticed I didn’t see my mom.  I was 
lost. 
 

Third event  
I remembered the items from the grocery list and went to see if my mom 
was in the produce area.  
 

Final outcome  
Five seconds after I got there, Mom appeared. 
  
Parting thought 
 
So from then on, when we went to the store, we looked out for each 
other more carefully. We also always followed the order of the items on 
the list. So if I ever got lost again, I could do what I did that day.  
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
 

Occasion  
Stuck in a tree house  
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My friend Isabel and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
We were super excited to explore the big background of my wonderful 
and new house.  We hadn’t been in the tree house yet, so we decided to 
take a look inside.  
 
 

First event  
We were enjoying the tree house, and we started to get hungry. 
 
 

Second event  
Isabel yelled, “STOP.” There was a massive wasp nest by the door.  
 

Third event  
Luckily my trampoline was right next to the tree house, and I jumped 
and landed on it.  Isabel followed.  
 
 

Final outcome Parting thought 
 
When I jumped out of the tree house, I was scared because of the height, 
but I’m more afraid of wasps.  Although, I also felt very courageous 
because even though I was scared, I still found a way to get Isabel and I 
safely out of the tree house. 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

Lemonade stand to raise money for St. Jude’s Hospital 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
Myself  
 
 

Set the stage  
This really touched my heart.  I knew I had to do something about it. 

First event  
I decided to set up a lemonade stand and have fun doing it. 
 

Second event  
I set up the stand.  Customers came.  
 
 

Third event  
Night came. I picked up the stand and counted the money. I made $25!  
 

Final outcome  
I put the money in an envelope and mailed it.   
 
Parting thought 
 
It felt wonderful to do something for someone else who needed it. I will 
definitely do it again! 
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              Planning Organizer 
              Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

When I wasn’t prepared for an upcoming piano recital 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
Myself 
 
 

Set the stage  
Normally, I wouldn’t be the least bit fazed by a recital, except for the 
small petty fact that I had absolutely no idea how to play my song.  

First event  
I walked into the house and stared at the piano. It seemed as if the keys 
chanted, “practice, practice, practice.” 
 
 

Second event  
I set a goal to practice just one hour each day. I followed through each 
day for a month. 
 

Third event  
The day of the recital came, and I worried I would forget. I played 
perfectly. 
 

Final outcome  
After I played, I felt proud.   
 
Parting thought 
 
The problem was solved by me and me alone. I didn’t rely on anyone 
else to help me get out of the hole I dug myself, and that made me feel 
proud.  
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Revision Checklist 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

Occasion  ________ 

Significant   ________ 
characters 

Set the stage  ________ 

First event*  

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Second event 

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Final outcome 

Occasion ________ 

Insight  ________ 

Parting thought________ 

 
Vivid language**  Dialogue  Specific details 
_________________       __________________       ___________________ 
 
The story should include: 

An introduction that focuses attention on the subject and prepares the reader for what is 
to follow 

Supporting details in chronological order 

Transitions to give paragraphs coherence 

Conclusion that restates the occasion in fresh words and states an insight or a lesson 
learned from the experience 

*No set number of events 
**Use tally marks each time vivid language, dialogue and specific details are used. 


