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Planning Guide 
Expository 

 
 
 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic and controlling idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Topic and central idea of the composition 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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 Planning Organizer 
Expository 13 – April 2013 STAAR 7th Grade 

 
 
 
 Controlling Idea – To reach difficult goals, perseverance must be shown, and it’s 
important to always keep trying and never give up.   
 
 
Main Ideas about the Controlling Idea 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Obstacles are what give the 
tasks their value. 

What’s the use of completing a challenge if it is easy to 
overcome?  
The overcoming of obstacles is the real learning experience. 
Bruce Lee quote, “Success is the journey, not the destination.” 
If you give up, you will never go anywhere, learn anything, or 
get any better. 

 
Second Main Idea 

Supporting Details 

Masters and Experts Failed along the way 
Came across blockades, but didn’t stop  
Their hard work paid off.  

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
So, even though some things may seem difficult or impossible, they can always be achieved with 
lots of determination. Whenever there’s a task that’s challenging, just remember to keep on 
trying, and eventually success will be found.  
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Planning Organizer 
Expository 14 – April 2013 STAAR 7th Grade 

 
 
 
 Controlling Idea – People are always saying the phrase, never give up. For team players or 
people like the police, giving up would be absurd. 
 
 
Main Ideas about the Central Idea 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

A task, a duty, or a purpose 
to fulfill 

Police office and a football player  
Inventions are the result of people continuing to persevere 
through the hardships  

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Result of giving up and 
Thomas Edison example 

No Super Bowl, criminals in jail, or inventions. 
 
Thomas Edison quote, “I have not failed. I have just found 1000 
ways that didn’t work” 
If he had given up, we would still use candles and oil lamps. 

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Whenever I am about to give up, I can remember his words. I can find encouragement in all the 
people around me who keep trying.  No matter how intimidating and daunting whatever the tasks 
lay before me may be, it is my job to overcome the roadblocks and leap over the hurdles.  I will 
never give up.  
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Planning Organizer 
Expository 15 – April 2013 STAAR 7th Grade  

 
 
 
Controlling Idea – Quitting is the deciding factor of whether you are proud of yourself or 
not. Even though giving up is easy and quick, trying and keeping at it give you confidence 
in yourself and is always best.  
 
 
Main Ideas about the Controlling Idea 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Refuse to quit and gain 
confidence  

Lack humiliation  

Example of running a certain distance 
Ignore the pulse to quit and you feel like a winner  
You have pride and self-esteem that returns again 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Brings rewards  Example of not quitting while learning to play the violin 
Now I am in orchestra with my best friend. 
  
Example of not giving up trying for PACE 
Now I am in a fun class with friends 

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Some people quit when pressured, but some never do. If you compare them side-by-side, the 
overall better person is the one who doesn’t give up. Even though the thought of quitting is 
tempting, ignoring the impulse will make you a better and happier person. 
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Planning Organizer 
Expository 16 – April 2013 STAAR 7th Grade 

 
 
 
 Controlling Idea – No one can achieve success without overcoming obstacles. Michael 
Jordon quote, “If you run into a wall, don’t turn around and give up. Figure out how to 
climb it, go through it, or work around it.”  
 
 
Main Ideas about the Controlling Idea 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

The movie “Holes” Stanley and his best friend have to find his ancestor’s treasure  

They toil until they find the treasure and both become rich.  
They worked through the walls were successful in the end. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Professional basketball 
players 

Have to work through the walls during a game 
Sweat and work through the exhaustion  
Win or lose, the victory is in their heads 

Third Main Idea Supporting Details 

If people always give up Mankind would be nowhere  
People trapped in a metaphorical box 
Where would the world be today? 

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Why is the world where it is today? Because men all around the world toppled their walls and 
made a break through that helped people live and survive. Those people achieve success. 
Everyone can as well if they topple their won wall.  

 


