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Planning Guide 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

I. Introduction 

A. The occasion (idea, setting, series of happenings, or situation) 

B. Significant characters 

C. Set the stage for the story 

II. Events* 

A. Identify the event 

B. Supporting details (usually in chronological order)** 

C. Reflection 

III. Final outcome 

A. Restatement of the occasion 

B. Insight 

C. Parting thought 

*There is no set number of events or details.  Some events may close with a reflection. 

 

**Some elaboration methods 

    Vivid language 

     Dialogue 

     Specific details  

 
Very Dull Story without this! 
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Occasion  

Helping dad build a dresser 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
Dad and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
I was watching television when my dad told me to get up and help him build a dresser. 
“Why?” I asked. Because if you do, you will get a new dog,” answered my dad, and 
that made me jump.  
 
 

First event  
I got a splinter.  
 
 
 
 
 

Second event  
We’ve got half of it done, and dad said, “You’re doing great.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Third event  
Finally we finished it.   
 
 
 
 

Final outcome  
I lay on the couch and started watching television.  
  
Parting thought  
 
Mom tells me, “Get up and help me fix the door, and we’ll – “Get a new dog.” I 
interrupted.  
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Occasion  
Swimming rematch 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My sister and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
Summer heat in Texas when my 15-year-old sister, Haley, walked up to me and asked, 
“Want a rematch for yesterday?” 
 
 
 

First event  
I said, Sure after I finish my popsicle.” Then I started practice laps. 
 
 
 
 
 

Second event  
We both finished warming up and went over the rules.  
 
 
 
 
 

Third event  
On your mark, get set, go!  I won the rematch. 
 
 
 
 

Final outcome Haley said, “Congrats Christine, you did great.” 
 
Parting thought 
 
“Since you won a race against me for the first time, I want a rematch from you after 
we have popsicles. Are you up for it,” she asked. I said, “I’m up for a rematch against 
you anytime!” 
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Occasion  
Wash clothes by myself 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My mom and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
“Okay, what do I do?” I said. I was so excited about being able to wash clothes. 
 
 
 

First event  
After I separated the clothes I realized one problem – I didn’t know how to start it.  
 
 
 
 

Second event  
Mom explained about the buttons, detergent, and the whites.  
 
 
 

Third event  
Next I learned about the drier. I refilled the washer and dryer again.  
 
 
 
 

Final outcome  
I was tired, but I was proud of myself. My mom gave me a hug and told me, “Honey, 
you did a great job!”  
 
Parting thought 
 
I was even more proud than I was earlier. To myself, I thought, “I deserve an ice 
cream pop!”  
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Occasion  

Hit a walk-off grand slam against the snobby Tigers 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My team (the Rangers) and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
I can tell you one thing. It felt awesome.  Here’s how it started.  
 
 
 

First event  
My team was warming up, and coach was telling us some boring stuff.  Then the Ump 
shouted, “play ball.” 
 
 
 

Second event  
We started the game with a strike. Time passed and I was up to bat with bases loaded - 
three balls and two strikes. 
 
 
 

Third event  
I took a swing. I hit a walk off homerun! Everyone stood up and cheered. 
 
 
 

Final outcome  
After the game my team went to Cici’s. 
 
Parting thought 
 
When I arrived home, I felt like I was walking through the Hall of Fame when I was 
actually walking up the stairs to my bed! What an experience! 
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Revision Checklist 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

Occasion  ________ 

Significant   ________ 
characters 

Set the stage  ________ 

First event*  

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Second event 

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Final outcome 

Occasion ________ 

Insight  ________ 

Parting thought________ 

 
Vivid language**  Dialogue  Specific details 
_________________       __________________       ___________________ 
 
The story should include: 

An introduction that focuses attention on the subject and prepares the reader for what is 
to follow 

Supporting details in chronological order 

Transitions to give paragraphs coherence 

Conclusion that restates the occasion in fresh words and states an insight or a lesson 
learned from the experience 

*No set number of events 
**Use tally marks each time vivid language, dialogue and specific details are used. 
 


