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Planning Guide 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

I. Introduction 

A. The occasion (idea, setting, series of happenings, or situation) 

B. Significant characters 

C. Set the stage for the story 

II. Events* 

A. Identify the event 

B. Supporting details (usually in chronological order)** 

C. Reflection 

III. Final outcome 

A. Restatement of the occasion 

B. Insight 

C. Parting thought 

*There is no set number of events or details.  Some events may close with a reflection. 

 

**Some elaboration methods 

    Vivid language 

     Dialogue 

     Specific details  

 
Very Dull Story without this! 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 
 
 
Occasion  

Day at the waterpark  
 

Significant 
characters 

 
James and I 
 

Set the stage  
When would they open the gates?  A few minutes seemed to take hours.  
Finally they opened the gates, and we poured into the waterpark. 
 

First event  
Put on sunscreen and listed to the “responsibilities talk” 
 

Second event  
James and I got to the lazy river and raced down over and over again. 
 

Third event  
We had lunch – pizza. 

Final outcome  
Time flew by, and it was time to leave. 
  
Parting thought 
 
Without James that day, the waterpark would have been average, and 
with him, the day was extraordinary. 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
 

Occasion  
C- Team won its first game 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My team and I 
 
 

Set the stage  
(Flashback) 
The buzzer screamed as the shot clock went to zero.  The Roach Rams 
C-team won its first basketball game. 
 
 

First event  
We were eliminated from the playoffs, so we were just hoping not to lose 
everything.  
 
 

Second event  
We won our first game! We went wild and everyone cheered! 
 
 

Third event  
(Personal Reflection) It was a remarkable moment.  We had put our 
hearts and souls on the line. 
 
 

Final outcome In the end, we learned that instead of being negative towards something, 
we should put it aside and work as a true team.  
 
Parting thought 
 
Our doubt mutated into pure determination. I will never forget the time 
that my teammates and I worked together to win our first basketball 
game.  
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

Valentine’s Day Dance 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My friends and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
Usually I spend my free time in my room. Don’t get me wrong, I have 
my circle of friends, I just like some alone time every now and then. 
However, this was one occasion when that sort of changed.  
 

First event  
I got a call from my friend asking me if I wanted to go to the dance. 
 
 

Second event  
After some persuading, I agreed and we went to the dance. 
 
 

Third event  
At first, I saw exactly what I had pictured, but then I started having a 
good time. 
 
 

Final outcome  
So if this hasn’t proved to you how much one event with friends can 
change someone’s attitude, I don’t know what will.   
 
Parting thought 
 
 
All I know is it really was an awesome night, and honestly, - don’t tell  
anyone – but I think I’d like to do it again sometime! 
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              Planning Organizer 
              Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

Zip lining in Costa Rica 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My friends, my dad and I  
 

Set the stage  
My dad was taking us zip lining so we all were hyped up.  Zooming 
through the trees, hooting like Tarzan, speeding high above the ground 
– zip lining was going to be really fun! 

First event  
Breakfast with dad where he explained some things. 
 

Second event  
The Ecoglide tour bus took us to Ecoglide Zip Line headquarters where 
they strapped on the gear and gave us instructions.  
 

Third event  
Finally a jeep took us up in the jungle. The guide fastened me to the 
cable and I was off! 
 
 

Fourth event  
The zip line experience for me and my friends 

Final outcome  
I can never forget that day of pure awesomeness! It was a great time zip 
lining, but it wouldn’t have been as fun without my friends. They made 
me enjoy the event more. 
 
Parting thought 
 
An activity is more fun with other people. That’s what family and 
friends are for: having fun together.  
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Revision Checklist 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

Occasion  ________ 

Significant   ________ 
characters 

Set the stage  ________ 

First event*  

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Second event 

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Final outcome 

Occasion ________ 

Insight  ________ 

Parting thought________ 

 
Vivid language**  Dialogue  Specific details 
_________________       __________________       ___________________ 
 
The story should include: 

An introduction that focuses attention on the subject and prepares the reader for what is 
to follow 

Supporting details in chronological order 

Transitions to give paragraphs coherence 

Conclusion that restates the occasion in fresh words and states an insight or a lesson 
learned from the experience 

*No set number of events 
**Use tally marks each time vivid language, dialogue and specific details are used. 


