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Planning Guide 
Expository 

 
 
 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic included in the thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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 Thesis statement –  Failure is not a negative aspect of life. It strengthens and propels you 
to achieve success. 
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Wright Brothers On more than one occasion they crashed prototypes. 

Known to quarrel 
Rose above their failures and learned from mistakes 
Their failures ultimately strengthened them. 
In 1903 they build and flew the world’s first aircraft.  

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

What the Wright Brothers 
demonstrated  

Demonstrated that failure leads to success and strengthens you 
Achieved incomprehensible idea of flying. 

They found the capabilities to learn and adapt. 

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
This message they left behind in their legacy urges all of us to not use our short coming as 
excuses, but to be strengthened by them and overcome challenges.   
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 Thesis statement – Failure can actually make a person stronger.  
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Personal experience – 
Algebra I  

My weakest subject 

Quiz grades were ghastly. Test grades were horrific. 
I couldn’t do the daily warm-ups. 

Lunch time tutorials 

By the end of the year, I had an “A” and earned an award for 
being the most determined student.  
Showed that despite failures, I still pulled through in the end. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Naruto – cartoon character Considered a loser by fellow ninjas 
Naruto trained for hours and ignored his reputation as a failure. 
One day, he got acknowledgement as a worthy rival by Sasuke. 

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
When you believe in a dream hare enough, failure won’t be enough to stop you from realizing 
that dream. In fact, failure will only add more fuel to the fire of your determination.   
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Thesis statement – Failure only makes success that much sweeter when it happens.  
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Apartheid  Existed in South Africa  

Blacks were treated cruelly and unfairly. 
Riots and protests occurred.  
People taken into custody or killed would strengthen resolve. 
Eventually led to end of Apartheid 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Analogy for failure Failure is armor or sword that can either shield you or stab you.  
You make it yours, and it cannot hurt you.  
Once accepted, it only makes failures sting less, and triumphs 
greater.  
Evident theme in history – countless rebellions  

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
Failure is still failure. You shouldn’t always strive to succeed. If others have failed before, learn 
from their mistakes. Failure is not a loss, just a delayed success.  
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 Thesis statement – Failure can strengthen a person by showing them how to rise when they 
have fallen.  
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Inevitable process of life  Hypothetical experience of babies learning to walk - 

One baby takes a few steps, falls, and learns to get back up. 
Another baby falls and has a mother there to always catch him. 
That baby may learn to walk, but not how to fall.  

Real strength isn’t how many times you have fallen, it’s how 
many times you fallen and gotten up again.  
Failure is hard, but it is harder to learn from it.  
If you have the strength to recognize imperfections and change, 
that is what learning from your mistakes is about.  

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
Don’t be ashamed of the chances you took that might not have turned out so well. Push yourself 
to take away a lesson from those chances, do it better next time, and try to live the phrase, “live 
and learn.” 

 


