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Planning Guide 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

I. Introduction 

A. The occasion (idea, setting, series of happenings, or situation) 

B. Significant characters 

C. Set the stage for the story 

II. Events* 

A. Identify the event 

B. Supporting details (usually in chronological order)** 

C. Reflection 

III. Final outcome 

A. Restatement of the occasion 

B. Insight 

C. Parting thought 

*There is no set number of events or details.  Some events may close with a reflection. 

 

**Some elaboration methods 

    Vivid language 

     Dialogue 

     Specific details  

 
Very Dull Story without this! 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 
 
 
Occasion  

Big volleyball tournament with an injury 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My team and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
At practice, all the sounds of the balls being played and yelling of girls 
bouncing off the walls usually excited me, but today it only brought pure 
frustration. 
 
 

First event  
I pulled a muscle in my right leg and was out for two weeks.  
 
 

Second event  
Not only was I not allowed to play, but also I couldn’t jump, walk long 
distances, or do anything else that involved my leg. 
 
 

Third event  
When the game came, I saw my team soar and also give up. It made me 
realize that everyone has strength and a weakness. 
 
 

Final outcome  
I learned that even though you may not want to, it is best to take time off 
and replenish yourself.  
  
Parting thought 
 
So take a lesson from someone who has lived and learned like me, 
“Don’t do it!” 
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
 

Occasion  
Championship baseball game ruined with a storm 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My team and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
I had been waiting for this game all season, the championship! I was 
ready to play my best and get that homerun I had been waiting for. The 
sky changed from bright and sunny to dim and shady.  
 
 
 

First event  
Rain poured down.  There was thunder and lightning as the coach and 
umpire discussed what to do. 
 
 
 

Second event  
Everyone grouped together to hear the final decision – Umpire 
announced, “The game is off!” 
 
 
 

Third event  
I got my bag and slugged over to my mom. 
 
 
 

Final outcome  
Parting thought 
 
That day I learned that things don’t always go as planned.  
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Planning Organizer 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

Grandma collapsed at the park 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
Grandma and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
My Grandma, always up for an adventure, encouraged me to face my 
fears of public pools.  The park was coming nearer and my anxiety 
wasn’t getting any better.   
 

First event  
I walked ahead and then noticed that I didn’t hear the patter of my 
Grandma’s footsteps anymore. 
 
 

Second event  
I saw her l collapsed on the ground and screamed for help. 
 
 

Third event  
I gripped my grandma’s hand, and she pushed a tear away from my 
face which helped me know things would be okay.  
 
 

Final outcome  
After that incident grandma quickly healed, but she taught me that 
being positive is always necessary in accomplishing many tasks.  
 
Parting thought 
 
My experience at the park was important because my eyes are even 
more open to the world around me. I will never forget that surprising 
day.  
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              Planning Organizer 
              Personal Narrative 

 
 

 
Occasion  

Cancel a trip to the fair because I left the stove on at home 
 
 

Significant 
characters 

 
My family and I  
 
 

Set the stage  
My sister and I quickly finished our chores so my dad would take us to 
the fair. “This is going to be great,” I thought as we drove towards the 
fair grounds. 
 

First event  
I was in a happy mood while driving to the fair. 
 
 
 

Second event  
My mood suddenly changed because I remembered that I forgot to turn 
off the stove! 
 
 

Third event  
When we got home the house was filled with smoke. It was only a small 
fire. 
 
 

Fourth event  
We ended up missing the fair and being grounded for a month. 

Final outcome  
Parting thought 
 
The next year we went to the fair and had a blast.  From that scary day 
on, I was more responsible, and never left the stove on again.  
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Revision Checklist 
Personal Narrative 

 
 

Occasion  ________ 

Significant   ________ 
characters 

Set the stage  ________ 

First event*  

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Second event 

Identify ________ 

Support ________ 

Reflection ________ 

Final outcome 

Occasion ________ 

Insight  ________ 

Parting thought________ 

 
Vivid language**  Dialogue  Specific details 
_________________       __________________       ___________________ 
 
The story should include: 

An introduction that focuses attention on the subject and prepares the reader for what is 
to follow 

Supporting details in chronological order 

Transitions to give paragraphs coherence 

Conclusion that restates the occasion in fresh words and states an insight or a lesson 
learned from the experience 

*No set number of events 
**Use tally marks each time vivid language, dialogue and specific details are used. 


