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Planning Guide 
Expository 

 
 
 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic included in the thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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 Thesis statement –   Benefits of modern medicines would not exist without someone being 
willing to take chances. 
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Treatments for ailments Examples of personal ailments  

These medical breakthroughs were discovered because someone 
took a risk. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Example of medical 
research- Imaginary Cancer 
situation 

People in lab mix up a cocktail of compounds based on a 
hypothesis. 
They take a chance and try it in mice. 

FDA approval 

Eventually the medicine cures cancer. 

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
Without anyone taking a similar gamble and going through a similar process, many modern 
medicines would not be in existence and we would not be able to see their benefits.  
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 Thesis statement –  Taking risks was essential to the development of humanity. 
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Columbus example  1400s belief that the world was flat 

Columbus willing to take a risk 
The risk produced a great discovery for our civilization 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Taking risk in science Medical research risk having spent years of work in vain 
The possibility of success has produced numerous 
breakthroughs. 
Physicists devote so much of their life with theories only to be 
proved wrong. 
In almost every field of science, scientists risk devoting their 
time only to have experiments fail or be proven wrong. 
Yet risks produced spectacular results which developed our 
world. 

Third Main Idea Supporting Details 

Taking risk in technology Bill Gates and Steve Jobs 
Flash back to dropping out of school 
Taking risk caused them to be considered godfather of modern 
day technology. 

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
Risks may not always benefit one, yet they are essential to develop our society. Developments in 
our world, from discovering new land, making scientific breakthroughs, to modern-day advances 
in technology, are the results of taking great risks.  
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Thesis statement – Rhetorical question: If you don’t take chances, how will you ever learn 
or gain something new? 
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Joined the debate team Not a very good public speaker 

I joined the Lincoln Douglas debate team 
Slowly, but surely, I gained confidence and became a better 
speaker. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

UIL competition Was scared and nervous on the first round 
By the fourth and final round, I was sure of myself. 
I qualified for regionals! 

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
If I hadn’t taken the chance and joined the team, I wouldn’t have such an accomplishment under 
my belt and a chance to compete at Regionals in April. 
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 Thesis statement –  There will be a time in everyone’s life when taking a risk is the best 
choice because it could end up making all the difference, and potentially change your 
future. 
 
 
Main Ideas of the Thesis 
First Main Idea Supporting Details 

Balance between not taking 
risks and taking risks 

Clear ideas versus not a care in the world 

Shouldn’t be afraid to take risks because of the outcome 
Shouldn’t constantly take huge risks either  

The risk should mean a lot to you.  

Countless instances in history where successful people took a 
risk to get where they are today. 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

Deciding what to do with 
your life 

Example- dream of going to Harvard 
You never know what can happen. You have nothing to lose by 
trying.  

 
 
Concluding Statement 
 
When it comes down to what your future holds, this is an ideal opportunity to take chances.  
Sometimes taking a risk could change the course of your life for the better, and that is when 
taking changes truly pays off.  

 
 


