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Planning Guide 
Persuasive 

 
 
 
I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 
      M - money (financial) 
      S - safety 
      H - health 
      E - environmental 
      E - educational 
      P – people (social relationships) 
 

*    No set number of ideas or details 
** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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 Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 13 – April 2013 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
Topic or Issue - Better to live in a large city or in a small town 

Choice – While I miss the beauty and peace of country life, comforts afforded by more 
metropolitan area are difficult to ignore. 

 
 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

Convenience and connection 
 
 
 

Things I need and want are at my fingertips 

Range of a call signal 

Feels more connected 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Fun is a short distance away 

 
 

Teens in small towns get bored 

Things start to get old 

Things and places near my house: park,  
library, toy shop, and friend’s houses 

	  
	  

Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Though I have experience with both, I’d have to say that city life is more comfortable and 
interesting for a person my age than living in a rural area. There are many places to go and things 
to see in Austin, and I ma located within arms-reach of all the necessary goods and services.	    
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Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 14 – April 2013 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
 
Topic or Issue - Better to live in a large city or in a small town 

Choice – It is better to live in a small town where you can actually know and love the people and 
places around you.  

 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

The people 
 
 
 

Get to meet and know the people around you 

Everyone cares about each other 

In a big city, people don’t care about going to 
parades or sporting events 
On Friday nights in a small town everyone 
comes out to support the home team. 
Small towns are not as busy. 
People can lay back and really enjoy their 
home 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Comparing city residents to small town 
people 

 
 

City residents don’t realize what they are 
missing 
They don’t know names of people or what 
they do. 
Large class sizes versus small class sizes in 
schools 
Know your teachers personally  

 
 

 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Obviously, it is better to be in a small town where you feel like you’re cared about and loved.  
Maybe you should sell that condo you have in the city and instead move to a nice neighborhood 
in a small town.   
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Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 15 – April 2013 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
 
Topic or Issue - Better to live in a large city or in a small town 

Choice – Big cities provide invaluable opportunities that small towns can’t match to any degree.  

 
 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

Always something to do 
 
 
 

A person is never far away from some sort of 
park/movie/diner 
The mass of things around you is great. 
You can rely on a city to give you what you 
want 
You can barely rely on a small town grocery 
store to supply decent fruit. 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
The people 

 
 

Meet more people than you could ever count  
Each person is different 
They teach you about the world and yourself 

Example - I learned about a new side of life 
from a man on a bus. 

 
 

 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Small towns have this supposed, “charm,” but I think cities have a charm – a better charm – all 
of their own. They’re a place to enjoy yourself and bask in the glory of life and all it entails.  
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Planning Organizer 
Persuasive 16 – April 2013 STAAR EOC II 

 
 
 
 Topic or Issue - Better to live in a large city or in a small town 

Choice – By living in a small town, you experience so many wonders and joys that the city can’t 
offer. 

 
Reasons or Arguments Supporting Details 
 
1st Reason 

 

Comparing what you see in a big city to 
what you see in a small town 
 
 
 

In the city - Skyscaper, traffic jams, people 
rushing by, store signs 
In a small town – awe-striking beauty of 
nature, the sun, fields of grain 
Everything is still and calm 
High school kids greet each other 

 
2nd Reason 

 

 
Shows you the true value of life 

 
 

Presents friendships 

Creates a sense of home and belonging 
Opportunity to create a world that you 
yourself can control 
Allows you to appreciate the natural things 
you cannot create or destroy 

 
 

 
 
Concluding statement and parting thought 
 
Living in a small town benefits you more because it opens up the importance of life unlike the 
city that blinds you into getting wrapped up with unnecessary situations. It gives you a rose in 
your life and takes away the weeds.  

 
 


