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―The Triantiwontigongolope‖ from ROUNDABOUT by C.J. Dennis, illustrated by Catherine Garant. 

 

The Triantiwontigongolope 
 

There's a very funny insect that you 

do not often spy, 

And it isn't quite a spider, and it isn't 
quite a fly; 

It is something like a beetle, and a 

little like a bee, 

But nothing like a wooly grub that 

climbs upon a tree. 

Its name is quite a hard one, but 

you'll learn it soon, I hope. 

So try: 

   Tri- 

      Tri-anti-wonti- 

         Triantiwontigongolope. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It lives on weeds and wattle-gum, 

and has a funny face; 

Its appetite is hearty, and its 

manners a disgrace. 

When first you come upon it, it will 

give you quite a scare, 

But when you look for it again, you 
find it isn't there. 

And unless you call it softly it will 

stay away and mope. 

So try: 

   Tri- 

      Tri-anti-wonti- 

         Triantiwontigongolope. 

It trembles if you tickle it or tread 

upon its toes; 

It is not an early riser, but it has a 
snubbish nose. 

If you snear at it, or scold it, it will 

scuttle off in shame, 

But it purrs and purrs quite proudly if 

you call it by its name, 

And offer it some sandwiches of 

sealing-wax and soap. 

So try: 

   Tri- 

      Tri-anti-wonti- 

         Triantiwontigongolope . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

But of course you haven't seen it; 

and I truthfully confess 

That I haven't seen it either, and I 

don't know its address. 

For there isn't such an insect, though 

there really might have been 

If the trees and grass were purple, 
and the sky was bottle green. 

It's just a little joke of mine, which 

you'll forgive, I hope. 

Oh, try! 

   Tri- 

      Tri-anti-wonti- 

         Triantiwontigongolope. 

 

Read this poem about a funny insect. Then answer questions 1-5. Some questions may ask 

you about certain lines in this poem. The numbers are found on the left side of the poem. 

1 

4 

8 
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1 Based on the poem, the four 

stanzas describe— 

A the fictitious 

triantiwontigongolope 

B how the 

triantiwontigongolope looks 

C where to find the 

triantiwontigongolope  

D how to find the 

triantiwontigongolope. 

 

 

2 Read lines 1 – 8 of the poem. 

There's a very funny insect that 

you do not often spy, 

And it isn't quite a spider, and it 

isn't quite a fly; 

It is something like a beetle, and a 

little like a bee, 

But nothing like a wooly grub that 

climbs upon a tree. 

An idea in these lines is that— 

F the insect is make-believe. 

G insects are harmful. 

H the insect looks odd. 

J the insect climbs upon a 

tree. 

3 What is the most likely reason 

the poet indented three lines at 

the end of each stanza? 

 

A to show movements of the 

words 

B to signal the rhyme in the 

lines of the stanza 

C to show the pronunciation of 

the insect’s name  

D to suggest a change in 

alliteration  
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4 In the last stanza, the speaker 

of the poem— 

A tells the reader more about 

the insect. 

B confesses about the fantasy 

insect. 

C describes where to find the 

insect. 

D wants the insect to be real. 

 

 

5 Read these lines from the 

poem.  

   So try: 

   Tri- 

      Tri-anti-wonti- 

         Triantiwontigongolope. 

Using these words several 

times in the poem helps the 

reader understand that— 

F the name is difficult to 

pronounce. 

G the reader should speak 

softly to the insect. 

H the poet uses strong 

imagery. 

J the speaker’s voice is 

shaking. 



Page 4  
©Fisher Reyna Education 2011  Solutions for Success  Reading, Grade 5 

 

Occasion Thinking Guide 

Fiction, Literary Nonfiction, Poetry or Drama 

 

Occasion 

 

What is the link?  

idea, setting, series of 

happenings, or situation 

An unusual insect with a strange name – Triantiwontigongolope 

 

Significant Characters 

The speaker 

 

Outcome 

The speaker describes a strange insect and requests the reader to 

pronounce its difficult name.  At the end, the speaker confesses 

the insect is make-believe, but its unusual name is still difficult to 

pronounce. 

 

 

 

Teacher Answer Key: 

1.A 2.H 3.C 4.B 5. F  

 


