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―Nest Eggs‖ from A CHILD’S GARDEN OF VERSES by Robert Louis Stevenson, illustrated by Catherine Garant.

 

Nest Eggs 
 

Birds all the sunny day 

        Flutter and quarrel 

Here in the arbour-like 

        Tent of the laurel. 

   

Here in the fork 

        The brown nest is seated;  

Four little blue eggs 

        The mother keeps heated. 

   
While we stand watching her 

        Staring like gabies,  

Safe in each egg are the 

        Bird's little babies. 

   

Soon the frail eggs they shall 

        Chip, and up springing 

Make all the April woods 

        Merry with singing. 

   

Younger than we are, 

        O children, and frailer,  

Soon in the blue air they'll be, 
        Singer and sailor. 

  

 

 
 

We, so much older, 

        Taller and stronger,  

We shall look down on the 

        Birdies no longer. 

   

 

 

They shall go flying 

        With musical speeches 

High overhead in the 

        Tops of the beeches. 

   

In spite of our wisdom 

        And sensible talking,  

We on our feet must go 

        Plodding and walking. 

 

 

Read this poem about birds. Then answer questions 1-6. Some questions may ask you 

about certain lines in this poem. The numbers are found on the left side of the poem. 

1 

5 

9 

13 

17 

21 

25 

29 
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1 Based on the poem, the four 

little blue eggs probably 

 

A feel hot. 

B are cardinals. 

C will hatch soon. 

D belong to another bird. 

 

 

2 Read lines 21 – 24 of the 

poem. 

 

We, so much older, 

        Taller and stronger,  

We shall look down on the 

        Birdies no longer. 

 

An important idea in these lines 

is that— 

 

F the birds will fly too high to 

be seen. 

G the children are growing. 

H the birds will no longer live 

in the nest. 

J the birds will look down on 

the children. 

3 What is the most likely reason 

the poet indented two lines of 

each stanza? 

 

A to suggest movements of 

the words   

B to signal the rhyme in the 

lines of the stanza 

C to suggest a new idea  

D to suggest a change in 

alliteration 

 

 

4 What is the main idea of the 

poem? 

 

F Children enjoy bird watching 

G Birds hatch from eggs 

H A mother bird feeds her 

babies  

J Birds change and grow 

quickly 
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5 In the last stanza, the children  

 

A must walk while birds fly off. 

B enjoy watching the birds 

grow. 

C run off to play. 

D feed the birds. 

 

 

6 Lines 7 and 8 state,  

Four little blue eggs 

        The mother keeps heated. 

 

Which of the following lines 

support this image?  

 

F Soon the frail eggs they 

shall 

        Chip, and upspringing  

G Here in the fork 

        The brown nest is 

seated; 

H Make all the April woods 

        Merry with singing. 

J Safe in each egg are the 

        Bird's little babies. 
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Occasion Thinking Guide 

Fiction, Literary Nonfiction, Poetry or Drama 

 

Occasion 

 

What is the link?  

idea, setting, series of 

happenings, or situation 

Bird eggs in a nest on a tree 

 

Significant Characters 

The four bird eggs, children, and hatchlings 

 

Outcome 

The eggs hatch and the young  birds fly off while the 

children must go on walking 

 

 

 

Teacher Answer Key: 

1.C 2.G 3.B 4.J 5. A 6.J 


