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Expository Thinking Guide 
Content-Based Topic 

 
                Title of the Selection               Tricky Tales  - From Time for Kids  

 
 

 
Topic of Selection 

Trickster Tales  

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) Help to explain nature and the world around us 

 
Main Idea of  Each 
Paragraph 

Introduction to Trickster Tales 

Meet the Trickster 

The trickster an ever-changing character in trickster tales that tricks or 
is tricked. 

The trickster in Native American stories 

The Way Things Work 

Robert Greygrass, a Native American storyteller 

Greygrass uses trickster tales to teach, inspire, and entertain. 

Greygrass’s tales are never told in exactly the same way twice 

Ongoing Traditions 

Tchin is a Native American trickster storyteller 

Tchin grew up hearing trickster tales as lessons 

Tchin continues to study trickster folktales from around the world 

Worldwide Tricksters 

Trickster characters are familiar figures in myths from all around the 
world.  

Conclusion - No matter what country the trickster comes from, the he 
makes up for physical weakness with cunning and sharp wit.  
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Color-Coded Expository Thinking Guide 
 

 
Topic of Selection 

Trickster Tales  

Central Idea 
(Main Idea of Selection) Help to explain nature and the world around us 

 
Main Idea of  Each 
Paragraph 

Introduction to Trickster Tales 

Meet the Trickster 

The trickster an ever-changing character in trickster tales that tricks or 
is tricked. 

The trickster in Native American stories 

The Way Things Work 

Robert Greygrass, a Native American storyteller 

Greygrass uses trickster tales to teach, inspire, and entertain. 

Greygrass’s tales are never told in exactly the same way twice 

Ongoing Traditions 

Tchin is a Native American trickster storyteller 

Tchin grew up hearing trickster tales as lessons 

Tchin continues to study trickster folktales from around the world 

Worldwide Tricksters 

Trickster characters are familiar figures in myths from all around the 
world.  
No matter what country the trickster comes from, the he makes up for 
physical weakness with cunning and sharp wit.  
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Summary 
 
Trickster tales help explain nature and the world around us. The 
trickster is an ever-changing character that tricks or is tricked in 
trickster tales. Many are found in Native American stories. 
Robert Greygrass is a Native American storyteller that uses 
trickster tales to teach, inspire, and entertain. Tchin, also a 
Native American storyteller, continues to study trickster 
folktales from around the world. One thing is clear, no matter 
what country the trickster comes from; he makes up for physical 
weaknesses with cunning sharp wit. 
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