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Expository Thinking Guide 

Content-Based Topic 

 

  Title of the Selection    Maya Lin, Architect of Memory  
 

Genre: Nonfiction – Informational Text 

 

Topic of 

Selection 
Maya Lin, Architect 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of 

Selection) 

Maya Lin is an architect that designs memorial exhibits with a 

message that honors memories and people from history.  

 

Main Idea of  

Each Paragraph 

1. Introduction to Maya Lin as a designer with a message  

2. Lin’s message can be found in her exhibits like the Civil Rights 

Memorial. 

Remembering Vietnam Veterans 

3. How people reacted to Lin’s winning design for the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial 

4. The design helped the process of healing and made it possible 

for the country to come together and honor those who had 

served. 

A Different Way of Looking 

5. How Lin views herself and her designs 

6. Lin’s skills in math helped with architecture and solving 

problems. 

7. Other projects Lin has designed in her career 

8. Lin’s work shows a thoughtful approach to building design. 

Inspiration from a Great Leader 

 9. Lin’s was inspired by a line from a speech given by Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. for the Civil Rights Memorial. 

 10. Lin used King’s quote as theme for the design.  

 Conclusion Paragraph 

 11. Memories are important to Lin’s designs because you can learn 

from them. 
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Summary 
 

Maya Lin is an architect that designs memorial exhibits with a message that honors 

the memories and people from history. Lin’s winning design for the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial helped the process of healing and made it possible for the 

country to come together and honor those who had served. As an architect and 

artist she has designed many projects in her career that show a thoughtful 

approach to design.  For example, she used a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

as the theme for the Civil Rights Memorial to honor the memories of the past 

because you can learn from them. 

 

 

Cloze Summary Activity: 

 

Maya Lin is an a___________ that designs memorial exhibits with a 

message that honors the m________ and people from h________. 

Lin’s winning design for the V___________ V__________ Memorial 

helped the process of healing and made it possible for the country to 

come together and h__________ those who had served. As an 

architect and artist she has designed many projects in her c________ 

that show a t____________ approach to design.  For example, she 

used a quote from Dr. M__________ L_________ K______ Jr. as 

the theme for the Civil Rights Memorial to honor the memories of the 

past because you can l_________ from them. 
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Cut Apart Main Ideas and Match the main ideas to the correct paragraphs: 

 

 

Topic of Selection Maya Lin, Architect 

Central Idea 

(Main Idea of 

Selection) 

Maya Lin is an architect that designs memorial exhibits with a 

message that honors memories and people from history.  

 

Main Idea of  Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

Remembering Vietnam Veterans 

3.  

4.  

A Different Way of Looking 

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

Inspiration from a Great Leader 

 9.  

 10.  

 Conclusion Paragraph 

 11.  
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Main Ideas by paragraph to make the cut-apart activity 

 

 

  

1. Introduction to Maya Lin as a designer with a message  

2. Lin’s message can be found in her exhibits like the Civil Rights 

Memorial. 

3. How people reacted to Lin’s winning design for the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial 

4. The design helped the process of healing and made it possible 

for the country to come together and honor those who had 

served. 

5. How Lin views herself and her designs 

6. Lin’s skills in math helped with architecture and solving 

problems. 

7. Other projects Lin has designed in her career 

8. Lin’s work shows a thoughtful approach to building design. 

9. Lin’s was inspired by a line from a speech given by Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. for the Civil Rights Memorial. 

10. Lin used King’s quote as theme for the design.  

11. Memories are important to Lin’s designs because you can learn 

from them. 


