
©Fisher Reyna Education, 2014 

 

 

Selection titles with summary paragraphs and new summary questions: 
 
 

 Carl Is on the Case 

 The Toy for All Ages 

 Stage Fright 

 Fear Takes Center Stage 

 Brody’s Challenge 

 An Adventure Through the Human Body 
   
 
Also included in this product: 
 

 Task-analysis and test-taking strategies for summary questions. 
 

 A hands-on activity for comparing words serving as  
  evidence to the formulated summary.  
 

 Answer key 
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This classroom tested product includes a formulated summary and new summary test items for 

the 5th grade, 2013 STAAR released test selections. This product is designed to give specific 

attention to TEKS Figure 19E-Summarize and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning 

and logical order within a text and Common Core Standards CCSS.ELA Literacy.RL.5.2- 

Summarize text. This product also includes an effective, hands-on activity that may be used with 

each summary test item.  This powerful activity will make summary test item analysis engaging, 

meaningful, and effective.  

 

Task Analysis 

 

In order to process summary test items, the student must know: 

 

1. how to write a summary using an outline appropriate to the type of selection. 

2. that summary items focus on a reading selection as a whole. 

3. that a summary is a short paragraph that includes the main idea and most of the important 

details of a text. 

4. how to complete a summary when part is given. 

5. that some summary answer choices may be supported by the selection, but they may be 

too broad or too narrow to be correct. 

6. how to select the best summary. 

 

Test Taking Strategy 

 

1. Since students should formulate a summary for a selection before processing the 

questions, answer the summary questions first. 

2. Read each answer choice checking it for similarity to the formulated summary. 

3. Underline in the formulated summary the words serving as evidence to support the 

answer.  

4. Write the question number by the underlined words. 

 

Hands-On Activity 

 

To show students how to process summary questions, use check marks to compare the answer 

choices to the formulated summary.  

 

1. Read and analyze the selection.  A link to the test selections is provided. 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/testquestions/ 

2. Distribute a small handful of cut-apart check marks to each student or group of students.  

3. Display and read the formulated summary for a selection. Display and compare each 

answer choice to the formulated summary. Place check marks in the answer choices next 

to similarities in the formulated summary.  

4. Determine the correct answer choice by finding the answer choice with the most 

similarities or check marks.  

 

Want to find more teaching and test-connect activities? 

 

Find Solutions for Success: Reading book, Thinking Guides, selection analysis and more 

released test activities at www.fisherreyna.com or at Teachers Pay Teachers 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/FisherReyna-Education# 
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Carl is on the Case 

 
Carl wanted to help Mrs. Watson find her library book, but she was not 

positive about where she had put it. So while retracing her steps, they 

solved the mystery. Then she rewarded Carl and Mike with a plate of 

cookies. 

 
Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 

A. Mike and Carl heard a scream while they watched a mystery 
movie on the television during a rainstorm. Carl realized they had 
a real mystery to solve.  Mike didn’t want to take part and tried to 
convince Carl to ignore the situation so that they wouldn’t miss 
the best part of their movie. 

 
B. Carl and Mike get involved in solving a real mystery when Mrs. 

Watson loses one of the library’s rarest, most expensive books. 
The boys use their detective skills to retrace Mrs. Watson’s steps 
and find her book. Mrs. Watson is grateful and pays the boys with 
a plate of her famous freshly baked cookies. 

 
C. Carl and Mike are enjoying a mystery movie on the television 

when they hear Mrs. Watson scream.  They go over to investigate 
a real mystery. Mrs. Watson lost a rare and expensive library 
book.  In over 30 years as a librarian, she has never lost a book. 
Mrs. Watson owns a cat named Agatha.  

 
D. As Carl and Mike settle in to watch a mystery movie while a real 

thunderstorm rages outside, the two friends hear a scream.  Carl 
goes outside to investigate who is yelling for help.  Mike follows 
reluctantly. The boys find Mrs. Watson upset because she has lost 
a book, and her cat, Agatha, is bothering them as they try to solve 
the case of the missing book.  
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Carl is on the Case – Answer Key 

 

Carl wanted to help Mrs. Watson find her library book, but she was not 

positive about where she had put it. So while retracing her steps, they 

solved the mystery. Then she rewarded Carl and Mike with a plate of 

cookies. 

 
Which of the following is the best summary? 
 

A. Mike and Carl heard a scream while they watched a mystery 
movie on the television during a rainstorm. Carl realized they had 
a real mystery to solve.  Mike didn’t want to take part and tried to 
convince Carl to ignore the situation so that they wouldn’t miss 
the best part of their movie. 

 
B. Carl and Mike get involved in solving a real mystery when Mrs. 

Watson loses one of the library’s rarest, most expensive books. 
The boys use their detective skills to retrace Mrs. Watson’s steps 
and find her book. Mrs. Watson is grateful and pays the boys with 
a plate of her famous freshly baked cookies.  

 
C. Carl and Mike are enjoying a mystery movie on the television 

when they hear Mrs. Watson scream.  They go over to investigate 
a real mystery. Mrs. Watson lost a rare and expensive library 
book.  In over 30 years as a librarian, she has never lost a book. 
Mrs. Watson owns a cat named Agatha.  

 
D. As Carl and Mike settle in to watch a mystery movie while a real 

thunderstorm rages outside, the two friends hear a scream.  Carl 
goes outside to investigate who is yelling for help.  Mike follows 
reluctantly. The boys find Mrs. Watson upset because she has lost 
a book, and her cat, Agatha, is bothering them as they try to solve 
the case of the missing book.  
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The Toy for All Ages 
 
Legos have been a popular toy for many years. After making wooden 

toys for years, in 1958 Christiansen produced the first plastic Lego 

brick. The company works at a fast pace to keep up with producing good 

products.  All ages enjoy playing with Lego toys and some people have 

made building with them their career.  The appeal of Lego products 

continues to grow.  

Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 

A. Early in the 1930s Kirk Christiansen first made wooden toys for 
children.  By the end of the 1950s he began producing plastic 
LEGO bricks for all ages. The LEGO bricks still hold a wide appeal 
and contain parts that are detailed and challenging to put 
together. The company must work at a fast pace to keep up with 
design and demand.  

 
B. The first plastic LEGOS were the idea of Kirk Christiansen 

developed in the 1950s.  Today, the same idea and care is used to 
create millions of LEGO bricks. The LEGO bricks are made in 
various shapes, sizes, and colors. Both children and adults enjoy 
building with LEGO bricks.  Some people have even made building 
with LEGOS a career.  They remain a favorite toy for people of all 
ages.  

 
C. Legos are designed to be arranged in many different ways.  They 

were first developed by a Danish carpenter named Ole Kirk 
Christiansen.  The LEGO bricks were originally made from wood.  
Today, children play with LEGOS made of melted plastic that is 
pressed into special brick molds. More than two million LEGO 
items are produced every year. 

 
D. LEGO bricks can be arranged into 915,104,756 different ways.  

They are one of the more popular toys created by Danish 
carpenter Ole Kirk Christiansen. Making LEGO bricks remains a 
fairly simple process.  The product is so good, that the company 
must work hard to keep up with the popular demand for video 
games, theme parks, and stores. 
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The Toy for All Ages – Answer Key 
 
Legos have been a popular toy for many years. After making wooden 

toys for years, in 1958 Christiansen produced the first plastic Lego 

brick. The company works at a fast pace to keep up with producing good 

products.  All ages enjoy playing with Lego toys and some people have 

made building with them their career.  The appeal of Lego products 

continues to grow.  

Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 

A. Early in the 1930s Kirk Christiansen first made wooden toys for 
children.  By the end of the 1950s he began producing plastic 
LEGO bricks for all ages. The LEGO bricks still hold a wide appeal 
and contain parts that are detailed and challenging to put 
together. The company must work at a fast pace to keep up with 
design and demand.  

 
B. The first plastic LEGOS were the idea of Kirk Christiansen 

developed in the 1950s.  Today, the same idea and care is used to 
create millions of LEGO bricks. The LEGO bricks are made in 
various shapes, sizes, and colors. Both children and adults enjoy 
building with LEGO bricks.  Some people have even made building 
with LEGOS a career.  They remain a favorite toy for people of all 
ages.  

 
C. Legos are designed to be arranged in many different ways.  They 

were first developed by a Danish carpenter named Ole Kirk 
Christiansen.  The LEGO bricks were originally made from wood.  
Today, children play with LEGOS made of melted plastic that is 
pressed into special brick molds. More than two million LEGO 
items are produced every year. 

 
D. LEGO bricks can be arranged into 915,104,756 different ways.  

They are one of the more popular toys created by Danish 
carpenter Ole Kirk Christiansen. Making LEGO bricks remains a 
fairly simple process.  The product is so good, that the company 
must work hard to keep up with the popular demand for video 
games, theme parks, and stores. 
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Stage Fright 
 
The speaker wanted the role as the Prince, but when he took center 

stage, he got stage fright. So finally Prince-words popped back in his 

head. Then he got a thrill when his classmates stood up, shouted, and 

clapped.  

 
Which of the following is the best summary of the poem? 
 
 

A. In this poem, the speaker tells of a school play audition for the 
role of the Prince. After the audition his classmates stand up, 
shout, and clap. 

 
 

B. The speaker first practiced then auditioned for the role of the 
Prince in a school play.  During the audition, the speaker 
experiences a classic case of stage fright by forgetting the lines, 
but he completes the audition anyway.  

 
 

C. A student memorized each line needed for a role in a school play.  
Suddenly, the student is struck with stage fright.  He stammered 
throughout the audition, yet he got the part of the Prince. 

 
 

D. The speaker describes the unexpected attack of stage fright as he 
auditions for the role of the Prince in a school play. After some 
time, he recalls the lines and enjoys the support and cheer of his 
classmates when he completes the audition. 
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Stage Fright – Answer Key 
 
The speaker wanted the role as the Prince, but when he took center 

stage, he got stage fright. So finally Prince-words popped back in his 

head. Then he got a thrill when his classmates stood up, shouted, and 

clapped.  

 
Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 
 

A. In this poem, the speaker tells of a school play audition for the 
role of the Prince. After the audition his classmates stand up, 
shout, and clap. 

 
 

B. The speaker first practiced then auditioned for the role of the 
Prince in a school play.  During the audition, the speaker 
experiences a classic case of stage fright by forgetting the lines, 
but he completes the audition anyway.  

 
 

C. A student memorized each line needed for a role in a school play.  
Suddenly, the student is struck with stage fright.  He stammered 
throughout the audition, yet he got the part of the Prince. 

 
 

D. The speaker describes the unexpected attack of stage fright as he 
auditions for the role of the Prince in a school play. After some 
time, he recalls the lines and enjoys the support and cheer of his 
classmates when he completes the audition.  
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Fear Takes Center Stage 
 
Stage fright is one of the most common types of fear and tends to 

strike people when they find themselves at the center of attention. It is 

part of the body‛s reaction to stress, but there are ways to cope. 

Mariah Carey is an example of how stage fright can win only if you let 

it. 

Read the first part of the summary of “Fear Takes Center Stage” to 
answer the next question. 
 

Many people have experienced stage fright as the curtain for 

a performance goes up.  Stage fright is one of the most 

common types of fears.  

 
 
 
Which of the following best completes the summary above? 
 

A. It can strike people when they find themselves the center of 
attention on or off the stage.  Scientists call this the body’s natural 
reaction to stress. Scientists also call stage fright a “flight or fight 
reaction.” This boost of energy will cause symptoms of stage fright 
such as sweaty palms, increased heart rate, or weak knees. 

 
 

B. Mariah Carey is a popular singer who suffers from stage fright. 
She has sold millions of records, but suffers from stage fright 
when she finds herself the center of attention. She now has 
confidence. She is a performer that doesn’t let stage fright ruin her 
shows. 

 
 

C. Scientists believe that stage fright is part of the body’s natural 
reaction to stress. The good news is that there are ways to cope.  
Even world-famous singers like Mariah Carey can suffer from 
stage fright.  However, she has shown that with practice, she 
learned to overcome this condition. 
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Fear Takes Center Stage – Answer Key 
 
Stage fright is one of the most common types of fear and tends to 

strike people when they find themselves at the center of attention. It is 

part of the body‛s reaction to stress, but there are ways to cope. 

Mariah Carey is an example of how stage fright can win only if you let 

it. 

Read the first part of the summary of “Fear Takes Center Stage” to 
answer the next question. 
 

Many people have experienced stage fright as the curtain for 

a performance goes up.  Stage fright is one of the most 

common types of fears.  

 
 
 
Which of the following best completes the summary above? 
 

A. It can strike people when they find themselves the center of 
attention on or off the stage.  Scientists call this the body’s natural 
reaction to stress. Scientists also call stage fright a “flight or fight 
reaction.” This boost of energy will cause symptoms of stage fright 
such as sweaty palms, increased heart rate, or weak knees. 

 
B. Mariah Carey is a popular singer who suffers from stage fright. 

She has sold millions of records, but suffers from stage fright 
when she finds herself the center of attention. She now has 
confidence. She is a performer that doesn’t let stage fright ruin her 
shows. 

 
C. Scientists believe that stage fright is part of the body’s natural 

reaction to stress. The good news is that there are ways to cope.  
Even world-famous singers like Mariah Carey can suffer from 
stage fright.  However, she has shown that with practice, she 
learned to overcome this condition. 
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Brody’s Challenge 
 
Brody wanted a break from school and its endless rules by going to a 

summer camp on the USS Lexington. But the captain made him a team 

leader, and they did not respond quickly enough to participate in the 

fire drill because of his irresponsibility. So he pleaded with the Captain 

to give his team a second chance, and he finally agreed. Then Brody‛s 

team successfully completed the task and was ready to put on their 

firefighting gear. 

 
Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 

A. At first Brody was not sure about spending his summer vacation 
on the USS Lexington. After spending some time with his new 
team, he started to feel irresponsible because he disappointed 
them. Brody pleads with the Captain for another chance. The 
Captain tells Brody a team suffers if their leader is irresponsible.  

 
B. All Brody wanted was to get a break from the demands of school.  

During his summer camp on the USS Lexington, the Captain makes 
him a team leader. After disappointing his team, Brody rises to the 
challenge and prepares them for any task the Captain assigns.  
Body and his team earn the privilege to participate in the 
firefighting drill because of his leadership. 

 
C. Brody must attend a summer camp on the USS Lexington.  The 

Captain of the ship is strict.  At first, Brody wants to relax and 
enjoy his time away from school.  He soon learns the Captain is 
serious about the team activities.  His teammate, Cynthia, is 
disappointed because she is not made the team leader. 

 
D. Brody attends a summer camp on the USS Lexington.  The camp is 

designed to build teamwork.  The Captain makes Brody the team 
leader.  His friend Cynthia is disappointed because she wanted to 
be the team leader.  Brody learns Cynthia is even more 
disappointed when he fails to prepare the team for the activities.  
The Captain tells Brody his team must suffer because he was not 
responsible. 
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Brody’s Challenge – Answer Key 
 
Brody wanted a break from school and its endless rules by going to a 

summer camp on the USS Lexington. But the captain made him a team 

leader, and they did not respond quickly enough to participate in the 

fire drill because of his irresponsibility. So he pleaded with the Captain 

to give his team a second chance and, he finally agreed. Then Brody‛s 

team successfully completed the task and was ready to put on their 

firefighting gear. 

 
Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 
 

A. At first Brody was not sure about spending his summer vacation 
on the USS Lexington. After spending some time with his new 
team, he started to feel irresponsible because he disappointed 
them. Brody pleads with the Captain for another chance. The 
Captain tells Brody a team suffers if their leader is irresponsible.  

 
B. All Brody wanted was to get a break from the demands of school.  

During his summer camp on the USS Lexington, the Captain makes 
him a team leader. After disappointing his team, Brody rises to the 
challenge and prepares them for any task the Captain assigns.  
Body and his team earn the privilege to participate in the 
firefighting drill because of his leadership. 

 
C. Brody must attend a summer camp on the USS Lexington.  The 

Captain of the ship is strict.  At first, Brody wants to relax and 
enjoy his time away from school.  He soon learns the Captain is 
serious about the team activities.  His teammate, Cynthia, is 
disappointed because she is not made the team leader. 

 
D. Brody attends a summer camp on the USS Lexington.  The camp is 

designed to build teamwork.  The Captain makes Brody the team 
leader.  His friend Cynthia is disappointed because she wanted to 
be the team leader.  Brody learns Cynthia is even more 
disappointed when he fails to prepare the team for the activities.  
The Captain tells Brody his team must suffer because he was not 
responsible. 
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An Adventure Through the Human Body 
 
The Health Museum is a place to experience exhibits to learn about the 

human body and understand how it works. Visitors are allowed to walk 

through models of the human body or explore stations to learn about 

diet and exercise or inherited traits. Movies about different science 

topics are shown in the 4D-theater. The museum allows visitors to gain 

a new understanding of how the body works. 

 
A. Many people enjoy the Health Museum located in Houston, Texas. 

The museum has human body exhibits that let visitors experience 
how the human body actually works.  Some exhibits are designed 
to teach visitors about important aspects of good health like diet 
and exercise. While other exhibits teach about inherited traits.  
There is even a theater that shows movies about a variety of 
science topics. 

 
B. The Health Museum located in Houston, Texas is a popular tourist 

attraction.  The museum’s models are larger than life. The inside 
of a human body is large enough for visitors to walk through. 
Visitors can learn about how the eye works by taking a walk 
through the inside of a giant eyeball.  

 
C. Visitors to the Health Museum are amazed at the unique exhibits.  

The museum is located in Houston, Texas.  One exhibit allows 
people to actually walk through a giant eyeball.  Another exhibit 
allows people to walk through a giant mouth and sit on giant-size 
teeth.  Visitors learn about the inside of the human eye.  They 
learn about how humans use their teeth. 

 
D. The Health Museum is a unique place where visitors can learn 

about the human body.  Visitors are allowed to touch, walk 
through, and explore a giant eyeball or giant teeth. Visitors are 
encouraged to use a flyer with information when planning a trip 
to the museum. 
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An Adventure Through the Human Body – Answer Key 
 
The Health Museum is a place to experience exhibits to learn about the 

human body and understand how it works. Visitors are allowed to walk 

through models of the human body or explore stations to learn about 

diet and exercise or inherited traits. Movies about different science 

topics are shown in the 4D-theater. The museum allows visitors to gain 

a new understanding of how the body works. 

 
A. Many people enjoy the Health Museum located in Houston, Texas. 

The museum has human body exhibits that let visitors experience 
how the human body actually works.  Some exhibits are designed 
to teach visitors about important aspects of good health like diet 
and exercise. While other exhibits teach about inherited traits.  
There is even a theater that shows movies about a variety of 
science topics. 

 
B. The Health Museum located in Houston, Texas is a popular tourist 

attraction.  The museum’s models are larger than life. The inside 
of a human body is large enough for visitors to walk through. 
Visitors can learn about how the eye works by taking a walk 
through the inside of a giant eyeball.  

 
C. Visitors to the Health Museum are amazed at the unique exhibits.  

The museum is located in Houston, Texas.  One exhibit allows 
people to actually walk through a giant eyeball.  Another exhibit 
allows people to walk through a giant mouth and sit on giant-size 
teeth.  Visitors learn about the inside of the human eye.  They 
learn about how humans use their teeth. 

 
D. The Health Museum is a unique place where visitors can learn 

about the human body.  Visitors are allowed to touch, walk 
through, and explore a giant eyeball or giant teeth. Visitors are 
encouraged to use a flyer with information when planning a trip 
to the museum.  
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Check Marks for Hands-On Summary Activity  
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