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Poetry Matching Activity

Download copies of the poem from the TEA Website, which offers 
released reading tests. Search under “STAAR Released Test 
Questions.” Scroll to the year identified for the poem title. Read and 
enjoy the poem. Teach, discuss, and annotate the poem with 
meaningful reflections for the message, poetic structures, 
organization, etc. Students must read the poem before using this
activity. Click here for TEA Website https://tea.texas.gov/

Matching Cards: Make copies as needed. 
Cut the cards apart and allow students to match the words in bold to 
the example of text from the poem on the titled cards. In some cases,
words or phrases may be highlighted to give a stronger clue to 
students.  At other times, students must use process of elimination 
to determine the BEST matching card.

This matching activity is a doorway to reaching higher-level 
discussions with academic vocabulary in a natural, game-like way.  
Students are challenged to apply academic vocabulary with
comprehension while using critical thinking skills such as 
inferencing. As students match the cards, monitor the progress and 
redirect as needed.
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Bartholomew just wasn’t able to 
choose. 
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His suit became smellier day after day 
His shoelaces frayed and his socks turned to gray. 
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Soon cobwebs began to appear here and there 
And one day, a bird built a nest in his hair. 
Before poor Bartholomew knew what to do, 
Another bird parked on his head, and then two! 
Cardinals, blue jays, and sparrows galore ‒ 
Followed by chickadees, finches, and more. 
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Bartholomew’s actions that create 

worse effects as time goes by 
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Each hour would bring yet another decision… 
What program to watch on today’s television? 
What method of transport to travel to work? 
Bartholomew worried he might go berserk! 

 

 

A line that helps the 
reader know the 

meaning of the word 
confounded 
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Imagery used to show the 
reader that 

Bartholomew’s routine 
has been repeated for a 

long time 
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Lines that show 

a description of how 
Bartholomew had become 

very inactive 
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Organization  
of the poem 
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Rhyming pattern 
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Line 10      And try to decide what to put in his belly. 
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He spouted with branches and leaves, and he bloomed! 
Bartholomew Blue is a tree to this day… 
But at least now he gives off a fragrant bouquet.  
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personification 
rhyme scheme 
rhythm 
imagery 
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As he’d try to decide what to wear for the day. 
Which trousers? What shirt? And which socks, and what shoes? 
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Line 9 of the poem 

 
Figurative Language  

to highlight  
Bartholomew’s decisions 

over what to eat for breakfast 
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The outcome  

of the poem showing Bartholomew 
finally became useful as a tree 
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Poetic elements 

found in the poem- 
Bartholomew Blue 
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Use of repetition to  
emphasize the idea that 

Bartholomew believes 
he has too many choices 

to make 
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Use of parenthesis to describe 

Bartholomew 
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