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The Persuasive Thinking Guide is used to develop other fun and 
interactive activities. Fisher Reyna Education offers the 
following activities: 
 

 Outline Scramble 
 Matching Activity 
 Thinking Guide Cloze 1st Letter 
 Thinking Guide Cloze Blank 
 Thinking Guide Write Main Ideas 
 Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 
 Selection Analysis 
 Test Item Analysis 

An Persuasive Thinking Guide with selection summary is provided. The Persuasive 
Thinking Guide identifies the topic, central idea of the selection, and the main idea of each 
paragraph. In addition, the main ideas are clustered by color code to develop a meaningful 
summary. 
 

 Think Outside the Litter Box Persuasive Thinking Guide 

 Color-Coded Persuasive Thinking Guide and Summary 

© Fisher Reyna Education 2016Solutions for Success Reading 

Genre – Persuasive 
Thinking Guide and Activities 

 

Teaching Band Grades 4-7 
Reading 

 

Click here for more resources from Fisher Reyna Education 
www.fisherreyna.com 

Title of the Selection:  Think Outside the Litter Box 

 

 
 

http://www.fisherreyna.com/
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Persuasive Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Littler Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 

 

Topic or Issue Chinchillas 

Central Idea 

(Choice or Position) 

Make wonderful pets for the right family 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Intro to Chinchillas 

2. Positive pet behaviors 

3. Social animals that need a lot of attention 

4. Pet care is easy 

5. Pet Chinchilla Ownership: key responsibilities 
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Color-Coded Persuasive Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Litter Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 

 

Topic or Issue Chinchillas 

Central Idea 

(Choice or Position) 

Make wonderful pets for the right family 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Intro to Chinchillas 

2. Positive pet behaviors 

3. Social animals that need a lot of attention 

4. Pet care is easy 

5. Pet Chinchillas Ownership: key responsibilities 

 

 Chinchillas make wonderful pets for the right family.  They have positive pet behaviors 

compared to other pets.  They are social animals who need attention, but are easy to care for.  

Consider key responsibilities to be a responsible pet owner. 
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Outline Scramble 
 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Litter Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 
 

Directions 

Main ideas are arranged in alphabetical order. Article is read and students write the paragraph 

number by the correct main idea. This may be – 

1. teacher guided with individual student recording correct paragraph number. 

2. teacher guided with main ideas projected with teacher marking the correct response from the 

group. 

3. partners working together as they take turns reading and recording correct paragraph number. 
 

Paragraph 
Number 

Paragraph Main Ideas 

 
Social animals that need a lot of attention 

 
Pet care is easy 

 
Intro to Chinchillas 

 
Pet Chinchillas Ownership: key responsibilities 

 
Positive pet behaviors 
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Matching Activity 

 

Directions and Activity Variations 

Students may work individually or with a partner. 

 

1. Cut apart the main ideas and give one main idea to individual student or partners. Teacher 

reads the selection one paragraph at a time. Students identify when they have the 

matching main idea. 

2. Provide the selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students read the selection and match cut-

apart main ideas to paragraphs in the selection. 

3. Provide cut-apart selection and cut-apart main ideas. Students match cut-apart paragraphs 

to the cut-apart main ideas. 

 

Main Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Social animals that need a lot of attention 

Pet care is easy 

Intro to Chinchillas 

Pet Chinchillas Ownership: key responsibilities 

Positive pet behaviors 



 

Matching Activity 

Paragraphs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Are you looking for a small, easy-to-manage pet? Instead 

of choosing a traditional pet, such as a goldfish, cat or dog, you 

might want to get a chinchilla. Chinchillas can make wonderful 

pets for the right family. A chinchilla is a small mammal about 

the size of a guinea pig that is native to Chile or Peru.  They are 

big-eyed rodents that are soft to the touch. These animals are 

delicate and should be handled with care, so they are best for 

kids over the age of ten. Chinchillas, or chins as some people call 

them, have a perfect pet quality combination:  good behavior, 

affection, and easy care. 

 Perhaps the greatest reason to consider a chinchilla for a 

pet is that these adorable creatures are social animals and need 

a lot of interaction. Chinchillas are active, vocal, and entertaining 

to watch. They also enjoy attention and play. Through active play 

chinchillas learn to trust their pet owner. They will make noises 

to get attention and to express their needs and emotions.  They 

enjoy moving their furniture and running on pet wheels to get 

attention too.  As a general rule, with patience and care, 

chinchillas can grow to be very affectionate animals that 

communicate with their pet owners. If you are able to provide 

enough attention, one chin will make a good pet.  Consider two 

pets, if your family spends long periods of time away from home. 

A lone chinchilla requires a great deal of attention and may 

become lonely. If you are unable to devote that much time to 

your pet, it is better to have two chinchillas than one unhappy 

pet as two chinchillas can play and interact together. The care for 

two chins isn’t much more demanding than caring for one. 

 When you consider some common problems with indoor 

pets, hair shedding is at the top of the list. Chins don’t shed the 

way some dogs and cats do.  Also, they don’t bark, scratch the 

furniture, or have to be taken out for a walk on a rainy night. 

Their front legs are a lot shorter than their back legs, so they are 

delightful to watch when active and don’t cause damage to 

furniture. In addition, they are smart, inquisitive animals that 

will seek to explore and be part of the environment instead of 

destroying it. They like to play at night, but they can be trained 

to play in the daytime. More importantly, they can live up to 20 

years and will provide an easy-going, long-time companion to 

loving families. 



 

 Pet Chinchilla Ownership 
 

Be a Responsible Pet Owner 
 

Recently, The American Veterinary Medical Foundation listed six 

key responsibilities that a family should consider as responsible 

pet owners: commitments, investment, obey local ordinances, 

identification, limit, and preparation. When considering a 

chinchilla, it is easy to see why these plush creatures easily meet 

the recommended responsibility level for most families.  If you’re 

in the market for something unusual, this little creature could be 

the perfect pet for you! You might not find one in ordinary pet 

stores as chins are considered specialty pets, so be prepared to 

research or call ahead to ensure availability of this soft bundle of 

cuteness and fun. 

 Pet care for chinchillas is easy too.  They require a medium 

to small wire mesh cage. However, if possible, a large-sized cage 
is always appreciated and necessary if you decide to adopt two 

chinchillas.  Ideally, there should be a raised floor with a tray 
underneath to catch droppings and urine. This tray can be lined 

with newspaper, wood shavings, or wood based cat litter. The 
lining should be changed weekly. Chins enjoy having several 

different levels to be used for climbing and hopping.  Wood 
levels are best because chinchillas like to nibble on the wood to 

keep their teeth from growing too long.  Also, their diet is simple 
to maintain. They eat commercial pellets and require fresh 

water. The best chinchilla food is a pellet blend.  Most pet stores 
carry ready-made formulas designed to maintain a healthy diet. 

Since chins can be picky eaters, a steady diet is recommended 
and easiest to provide. Timothy or alfalfa hay is also an 
important part of a balanced diet for a chinchilla. Best of all, food 

should be available at all times, so a set feeding time isn’t 
necessary. 
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Persuasive Thinking Guide 

Cloze – 1st Letter Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Litter Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, complete the words in the blanks with the first letter given 

 

Topic or Issue C_______________ 

Central Idea 

(Choice or Position) 

Make w_____________ p________ for the r_________ f___________ 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Intro to C________________ 

2. P_____________ pet b_______________ 

3. S___________ animals that need a lot of a______________ 

4. Pet c________ is e__________ 

5. Pet C________________ O_______________: key 

r_____________________ 
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Persuasive Thinking Guide 

Cloze – Blank Activity 

 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Litter Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 

 

Directions 

As selection is read, fill in the blanks. 

 

Topic or Issue _______________ 

Central Idea 

(Choice or Position) 

Make _____________ ________ for the _________ ___________ 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1. Intro to ________________ 

2. _____________ pet _______________ 

3. ___________ animals that need a lot of ______________ 

4. Pet ________ is __________ 

5. Pet ________________ _______________: key 

_____________________ 
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Persuasive Thinking Guide 

Write Main Ideas 

 

Title of the Selection   Think Outside the Litter Box 

Genre: Informational - Persuasive 

 

Directions 

Students take notes that include topic, central idea of the selection, and main idea of each 

paragraph. Paragraphs with implied main ideas increase the level of difficulty with this activity. 

 

Topic or Issue  

Central Idea 

(Choice or Position) 

 

Main Idea of Each 

Paragraph 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  
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Think Outside the Litter Box 

Vocabulary – Using Context Clues 
 

Note: This vocabulary activity should be used after students have read the article. 

 

Directions: Display the following vocabulary list. Ask the students to define the words they 

recognize. Then reread the selection as the students listen for these words. After hearing one 

of the listed words in context, ask students to give its definition. The words are listed in the 

order in which they appear in the article. 

 

1. rodents 

2. inquisitive 

3. interaction 

4. devote 

5. mesh 

6. alfalfa 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

Think Outside the Litter Box 
 

1  Are you looking for a small, easy-to-manage pet? Instead of 

choosing a traditional pet, such as a goldfish, cat or dog, you might want 
to get a chinchilla. Chinchillas can make wonderful pets for the right 

family. A chinchilla is a small mammal about the size of a guinea pig that 
is native to Chile or Peru.  They are big-eyed rodents that are soft to the 

touch. These animals are delicate and should be handled with care, so 
they are best for kids over the age of ten. Chinchillas, or chins as some 

people call them, have a perfect pet quality combination:  good 
behavior, affection, and easy care. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2  When you consider some common problems with indoor pets, hair 
shedding is at the top of the list. Chins don’t shed the way some dogs 
and cats do.  Also, they don’t bark, scratch the furniture, or have to be 

taken out for a walk on a rainy night. Their front legs are a lot shorter 
than their back legs, so they are delightful to watch when active and 

don’t cause damage to furniture. In addition, they are smart, inquisitive 
animals that will seek to explore and be part of the environment instead 

of destroying it. They like to play at night, but they can be trained to 
play in the daytime. More importantly, they can live up to 20 years and 

will provide an easy-going, long-time companion to loving families. 

Marco the Chinchilla 

Chinchilla love at first sight 

Persuasive 

Topic 
Central Idea 

Chinchillas make wonderful pets for the right family.  They have positive pet 

behaviors compared to other pets.  They are social animals who need attention, 

but are easy to care for.  Consider key responsibilities to be a responsible pet 

owner. 

Positive 

Pet 

Behaviors 

THIS 

photograph 

 

SHOWED 

the reader 

 

HOW TO 

See what a real 

Chinchilla looks like 

 

BECAUSE 

a person might fall 

in love a first sight 
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3  Perhaps the greatest reason to consider a chinchilla for a pet is that 
these adorable creatures are social animals and need a lot of interaction. 

Chinchillas are active, vocal, and entertaining to watch. They also enjoy 
attention and play. Through active play chinchillas learn to trust their pet 

owner. They will make noises to get attention and to express their needs 
and emotions.  They enjoy moving their furniture and running on pet 

wheels to get attention too.  As a general rule, with patience and care, 
chinchillas can grow to be very affectionate animals that communicate 

with their pet owners. If you are able to provide enough attention, one 
chin will make a good pet.  Consider two pets, if your family spends long 

periods of time away from home. A lone chinchilla requires a great deal 
of attention and may become lonely. If you are unable to devote that 
much time to your pet, it is better to have two chinchillas than one 

unhappy pet as two chinchillas can play and interact together. The care 
for two chins isn’t much more demanding than caring for one. 

 
4  Pet care for chinchillas is easy too.  They require a medium to small 

wire mesh cage. However, if possible, a large-sized cage is always 
appreciated and necessary if you decide to adopt two chinchillas.  

Ideally, there should be a raised floor with a tray underneath to catch 
droppings and urine. This tray can be lined with newspaper, wood 

shavings, or wood based cat litter. The lining should be changed weekly. 
Chins enjoy having several different levels to be used for climbing and 

hopping.  Wood levels are best because chinchillas like to nibble on the 
wood to keep their teeth from growing too long.  Also, their diet is 

simple to maintain. They eat commercial pellets and require fresh water. 
The best chinchilla food is a pellet blend.  Most pet stores carry ready-

made formulas designed to maintain a healthy diet. Since chins can be 
picky eaters, a steady diet is recommended and easiest to provide. 
Timothy or alfalfa hay is also an important part of a balanced diet for a 

chinchilla. Best of all, food should be available at all times, so a set 
feeding time isn’t necessary. 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

 
 

 
 

 

Pet Chinchilla Ownership 
 

Be a Responsible Pet Owner 
 
Recently, The American Veterinary Medical Foundation listed six 

key responsibilities that a family should consider as responsible 
pet owners: commitments, investment, obey local ordinances, 

identification, limit, and preparation. When considering a 
chinchilla, it is easy to see why these plush creatures easily meet 

the recommended responsibility level for most families.  If you’re 
in the market for something unusual, this little creature could be 

the perfect pet for you! You might not find one in ordinary pet 
stores as chins are considered specialty pets, so be prepared to 
research or call ahead to ensure availability of this soft bundle 

of cuteness and fun. 

 

THIS 

insert 

 

SHOWED 

readers 

 

HOW TO 

decide if a 

Chinchilla 

is right as 

a pet. 

 

BECAUSE 

Pet owners 

should be 

responsible 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

Think Outside the Litter Box 
 

1  Are you looking for a small, easy-to-manage pet? Instead of 

choosing a traditional pet, such as a goldfish, cat or dog, you might want 
to get a chinchilla. Chinchillas can make wonderful pets for the right 

family. A chinchilla is a small mammal about the size of a guinea pig that 
is native to Chile or Peru.  They are big-eyed rodents that are soft to the 

touch. These animals are delicate and should be handled with care, so 
they are best for kids over the age of ten. Chinchillas, or chins as some 

people call them, have a perfect pet quality combination:  good 
behavior, affection, and easy care. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2  When you consider some common problems with indoor pets, hair 
shedding is at the top of the list. Chins don’t shed the way some dogs 
and cats do.  Also, they don’t bark, scratch the furniture, or have to be 

taken out for a walk on a rainy night. Their front legs are a lot shorter 
than their back legs, so they are delightful to watch when active and 

don’t cause damage to furniture. In addition, they are smart, inquisitive 
animals that will seek to explore and be part of the environment instead 

of destroying it. They like to play at night, but they can be trained to 
play in the daytime. More importantly, they can live up to 20 years and 

will provide an easy-going, long-time companion to loving families. 

Marco the Chinchilla 

Chinchilla love at first sight 

Persuasive 

Topic 
Central Idea 

2 

1 

5 

3 

Positive 

Pet 

Behaviors 

THIS 

photograph 

 

SHOWED 

the reader 

 

HOW TO 

See what a real 

Chinchilla looks like 

 

BECAUSE 

a person might fall 

in love a first sight 

Chinchillas make wonderful pets for the right family.  They have positive pet 

behaviors compared to other pets.  They are social animals who need attention, 

but are easy to care for.  Consider key responsibilities to be a responsible pet 

owner. 



© Fisher Reyna Education 2016  Solutions for Success  Reading 2 
 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

3  Perhaps the greatest reason to consider a chinchilla for a pet is that 
these adorable creatures are social animals and need a lot of interaction. 
Chinchillas are active, vocal, and entertaining to watch. They also enjoy 

attention and play. Through active play chinchillas learn to trust their pet 
owner. They will make noises to get attention and to express their needs 

and emotions.  They enjoy moving their furniture and running on pet 
wheels to get attention too.  As a general rule, with patience and care, 

chinchillas can grow to be very affectionate animals that communicate 
with their pet owners. If you are able to provide enough attention, one 

chin will make a good pet.  Consider two pets, if your family spends long 
periods of time away from home. A lone chinchilla requires a great deal 

of attention and may become lonely. If you are unable to devote that 
much time to your pet, it is better to have two chinchillas than one 

unhappy pet as two chinchillas can play and interact together. The care 
for two chins isn’t much more demanding than caring for one. 

 
4  Pet care for chinchillas is easy too.  They require a medium to small 

wire mesh cage. However, if possible, a large-sized cage is always 

appreciated and necessary if you decide to adopt two chinchillas.  
Ideally, there should be a raised floor with a tray underneath to catch 

droppings and urine. This tray can be lined with newspaper, wood 
shavings, or wood based cat litter. The lining should be changed weekly. 

Chins enjoy having several different levels to be used for climbing and 
hopping.  Wood levels are best because chinchillas like to nibble on the 

wood to keep their teeth from growing too long.  Also, their diet is 
simple to maintain. They eat commercial pellets and require fresh water. 

The best chinchilla food is a pellet blend.  Most pet stores carry ready-
made formulas designed to maintain a healthy diet. Since chins can be 

picky eaters, a steady diet is recommended and easiest to provide. 
Timothy or alfalfa hay is also an important part of a balanced diet for a 

chinchilla. Best of all, food should be available at all times, so a set 
feeding time isn’t necessary. 

 
 
 

 
 

Pet Chinchilla Ownership 
 

Be a Responsible Pet Owner 
 

Recently, The American Veterinary Medical Foundation listed six 
key responsibilities that a family should consider as responsible 

pet owners: commitments, investment, obey local ordinances, 
identification, limit, and preparation. When considering a 

chinchilla, it is easy to see why these plush creatures easily meet 
the recommended responsibility level for most families.  If you’re 

in the market for something unusual, this little creature could be 
the perfect pet for you! You might not find one in ordinary pet 

stores as chins are considered specialty pets, so be prepared to 
research or call ahead to ensure availability of this soft bundle 

of cuteness and fun. 

 

3 

3 

3 
4 

THIS 

insert 

 

SHOWED 

readers 

 

HOW TO 

decide if a 

Chinchilla 

is right as 

a pet. 

 

BECAUSE 

Pet owners 

should be 

responsible 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

1 The author included paragraph 2 in this article most likely to – 
 

A persuade the reader to think carefully about their pet choices 
 

B explain specific chinchilla pet care information 
 

C outline the good natured temperament of chinchillas 
 

D share details about the type of fur chinchillas grow 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2 What is the author’s main goal in writing this article? 
 

A To relate important pet care information to pet owners 
 

B To convince the reader that they should consider chinchillas as pets 
 

C To discuss the benefits of good pet care 
 

D To describe how veterinarians care for chinchillas 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
3 The primary method the author uses to express the message is to – 

 
A clarify how pet owners can expect to care for a pet chinchilla 

 

B highlight the benefits of social activity for pet chinchillas 
 

C review how pet owners have cared for chinchillas in the past 
 

D list the reasons chinchillas require simple diets 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

4 The author appeals to the reader by – 
 

A presenting enthusiastic opinions about prior experiences with this unusual 
animal 

 

B describing the active lifestyle of chinchillas 
 

C making the reader believe chinchillas are a perfect pet for all family 
 

D explaining how pet owners can easily care for a pet chinchilla  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
5 Which idea from the article does the photograph emphasize? 

 
A How The American Veterinary Medical Foundation cares for chinchillas 

 

B Which role a responsible pet owner should take 
 

C How chinchillas are easy to care for as pets 
 

D Why chinchillas are considered to be small, plush attractive animals 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

6 Which sentence from the article best explains the reason chinchillas need 
daily interaction with their owners? 

 
A They like to play at night, but they can be trained to play in the daytime. 

 

B They enjoy moving their furniture and running on pet wheels to get 
attention too. 

 

C A lone chinchilla requires a great deal of attention and may become 
lonely. 

 

D Two chinchillas can play and interact together. 
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 Analysis by Fisher Reyna Education 

7 In paragraph 4, the word balanced means – 
 

A difficult 
 

B healthy 
 

C challenging 
 

D inexpensive 
 

 


