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English II Writing  

Persuasive Prompt 
 
 
 

 
 

Read the following quotation. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Many people believe that television violence has a negative effect on society 
because it promotes violence. Do you agree or disagree? 

Use specific reasons and examples to support your response. 
 

 

 

Write an essay convincing others whether you believe television 
violence has a negative, positive, or neutral effect on society. 

 
 

 
Be sure to – 

 
 clearly state your thesis 

 organize and develop your ideas effectively 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling  

  

   “But, I don't know, the violence, I can't even talk about. We don't do 

a lot of violent shows. When I started in television, breaking a pencil 
was a violent act.” 

 

                                                                 ~Aaron Spelling 

       American film and television producer                
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Planning Guide 

Persuasive Papers 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 

      M - money (financial) 

      S - safety 

      H - health 

      E - environmental 

      E - educational 

      P – people (social relationships) 

 

 

*   No set number of reasons or supporting details 

** Other methods of support can be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Persuasive:  Pro or Con 

 

 

 

Thesis statement 

Many people today question if TV violence has spurred negative effects on society. I think it has 

a negative effect because what children grow up seeing is how they live their lives.  

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments For (Pro) Supporting Details 

Affecting real lives Imitate what is on the screen 

Can encourage similar behaviors  

Research 

Those who play video games use violence over 

safer less violent solutions.  

Seeing violence desensitizes 

  

Become accustomed to violence  

When they see violence, they do not speak up 

Some people refuse to get involved 

No real reaction or feelings for victums 

Children  Cannot tell real from animation 

May contribute to bullying 

Violent tendencies may worsen 

May conclude violent acts are acceptable  

 

Conclusion  

TV violence in the media has hurt both younger and older audiences. Viewing violence 

repetitively may result in a distorted view of reality; this is a damaging effect.  

 

Strong call to action or solution
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Thesis statement 

TV violence has become more and more prevalent in the media. Many people believe that 

violence on TV and gaming devices are negatively affecting people, but I believe that it does not 

negatively effect society.  

 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments Against (Con) Supporting Details 

There is violence everywhere You cannot only blame video games and TV  

Killings and violence occur in schools 

In the news every day 

Unfortunate part of culture 

Example: Sporting events 

Other experiences with violence Violent neighborhoods  

Boys tend to be naturally more aggressive 

Many books deal with violence 

Social media  

 

 

Conclusion 

Video games and TV violence aren’t the only contributors to violence in people; violence is 

everywhere and one thing is not solely responsible. 

 

Strong call to action or solution 
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Revision Checklist 

Persuasive 

 

 
Introductory  

Paragraph 

Body Paragraphs Summary 

Paragraph 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons  1.___ 

2.___ 

3.___ 

1st Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

2nd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

3rd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons___ 

Solution___ 

Call to Action___ 

Parting Thought___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic or issue and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in 

the introductory paragraph.  The ideas used to support the choice or position may be included in 

the introduction to help the reader preview them. 

Body Paragraphs 

Reasons 

There is no set number of reasons.  The following list provides suggested reasons: 

Money 

Safety 

Health 

Environment 

Education or training 

People relationships 

Summary Paragraphs 

The topic and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in the 

summary paragraph.  The writer may offer an idea for a solution, ask the audience to take action 

to support the idea, and use a parting thought. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Example 

CE – Causes and effects 

PE – Personal experience 

 Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 


