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English II Writing  

Persuasive Prompt 
 
 
 

 
 

Read the following quotation. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Some parents at your school have started a campaign to limit the homework 
that teachers can assign to students. Teachers at your school have argued 

that the homework is necessary. What is your position? 
 

Write an essay explaining your position on whether homework is 
necessary or not.   

 
 

 
Be sure to – 

 
 clearly state your thesis 

 organize and develop your ideas effectively 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling  

  

    “I like a teacher who gives you something to take home to think 

about besides homework.” 

                                           ~Lily Tomlin 
              American actress, comedian, writer, producer  
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Planning Guide 

Persuasive Papers 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 

      M - money (financial) 

      S - safety 

      H - health 

      E - environmental 

      E - educational 

      P – people (social relationships) 

 

 

*   No set number of reasons or supporting details 

** Other methods of support can be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Persuasive:  Pro or Con 

 

 

 

Thesis statement 

Homework is a vital part of education because it allows students and teacher an opportunity to 

revisit concepts taught in class. 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments For (Pro) Supporting Details 

Practice what you learned that day Helps your understand concepts further 

Ensures that you will not forget the lesson 

Can help you get ready for a pop quiz 

Ready for the upcoming test  

Teens wouldn’t review voluntarily 

It helps teachers.  Teachers make better instructional decisions 

Teachers can see at what pace you are learning  

Will show teachers what students do not 

understand 

 

Conclusion 

 

Homework is an important part of class because it builds on the concepts taught by the 

instructor. 

 

Strong call to action or solution 
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Thesis statement 

Parents have been complaining about the amount of homework given to their child. I believe that 

the homework is overall unnecessary.  

 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments Against (Con) Supporting Details 

A waste of time 

 

Students should not have homework if they 

understand  

More time in other challenging classes  

Can become repetitive and meaningless Feels as if you are doing the same problem 

over again 

If teachers do a good job in class teaching, 

students would not have to do repetitive 

problems 

Is repetition beneficial? 

Homework becomes a burden.  Students become bored  

Become less interested  

Do not do as well 

This causes the stress to build up 

 

Conclusion 

 

Homework can work as a disadvantage causing stress and less time to focus on subjects that need 

more attention. Worse yet, the burden can have negative effects on students. 

 

Strong call to action or solution 
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Revision Checklist 

Persuasive 

 

 
Introductory  

Paragraph 

Body Paragraphs Summary 

Paragraph 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons  1.___ 

2.___ 

3.___ 

1st Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

2nd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

3rd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons___ 

Solution___ 

Call to Action___ 

Parting Thought___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic or issue and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in 

the introductory paragraph.  The ideas used to support the choice or position may be included in 

the introduction to help the reader preview them. 

Body Paragraphs 

Reasons 

There is no set number of reasons.  The following list provides suggested reasons: 

Money 

Safety 

Health 

Environment 

Education or training 

People relationships 

Summary Paragraphs 

The topic and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in the 

summary paragraph.  The writer may offer an idea for a solution, ask the audience to take action 

to support the idea, and use a parting thought. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Example 

CE – Causes and effects 

PE – Personal experience 

 Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 


