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English II Writing  

Persuasive Prompt 
 
 
 

 

Read the following quotation. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Medical researchers, cosmetic companies, and others often perform 
experiments on animals. Many people feel that experimentation on animals 

is wrong and should be stopped immediately because animals feel pain, and 
there are other alternatives. How do you feel? 
 

 

Write an essay convincing others of your position.   

 
 

 
Be sure to – 

 
 clearly state your thesis 

 organize and develop your ideas effectively 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling  

  

      “New drugs and surgical techniques offer promise in the fight 

against cancer, Alzheimer's, tuberculosis, AIDS, and a host of other 

life-threatening diseases. Animal research has been, and continues 

to be, fundamental to advancements in medicine.” 

 

                                                           ~Daniel Kahikina Akaka 
              American politician who was a US Senator from Hawaii  
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Planning Guide 

Persuasive Papers 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 

      M - money (financial) 

      S - safety 

      H - health 

      E - environmental 

      E - educational 

      P – people (social relationships) 

 

 

*   No set number of reasons or supporting details 

** Other methods of support can be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Persuasive:  Pro or Con 

 

 

 

Thesis statement 

Animal experimentation is a controversial topic. I believe that animal experimentation has 

advantages for humans in health and cost. 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments For (Pro) Supporting Details 

Safer and ethical than experimentation on 

humans  

 Negative side effects of drugs 

 

Because of the unknown outcomes, scientific 

testing on humans would be unethical 

Laws against experimentation on humans 

Animal deaths vs human deaths 

Contributions to cures which have saved 

human lives  

Example: Monkeys serve as first animal model 

for smallpox 

Monkeys died, but experimentation was 

beneficial to humans  

Helped scientists thwart smallpox 

Scientists saved millions of human lives 

More cost effective Australian government use of mice in their 

small pox experiments in the early 2000’s 

Mice are very accessible 

Mice are cost effective to obtain for 

experimentation 

 

 

Conclusion 

Animal experimentation is financially advantageous for humans; more importantly, it has an 

undeniable impact on finding cures for diseases that can benefit the health and lives of millions 

of people.    

 

Strong call to action or solution 
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Thesis statement 

Animal experimentation has been a controversial topic. I do not believe the benefits to animal 

experimentation outweigh the immoral and inhumane treatment of animals, especially given the 

modern advances in research today.  

 

 

Conclusion 

Animal experimentation has been doing more bad than good – unnecessarily!  

 

Strong call to action 

With that said, it should be stopped immediately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments Against (Con) Supporting Details 

Unethical for animals to be taken from their 

home environments. 

Animals genetically produced in labs  

Animals taken put into captivity 

Animal experimentation is inhumane.  Animals are like humans.  

They feel the pain, fright 

If laws protect against human experimentation, 

they should also protect against animal 

experimentation.  

Discoveries for alternative testing  Ability to test the same viruses on human cells 

in labs 

This is not considered human experimentation  
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Revision Checklist 

Persuasive 

 

 
Introductory  

Paragraph 

Body Paragraphs Summary 

Paragraph 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons  1.___ 

2.___ 

3.___ 

1st Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

2nd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

3rd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons___ 

Solution___ 

Call to Action___ 

Parting Thought___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic or issue and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in 

the introductory paragraph.  The ideas used to support the choice or position may be included in 

the introduction to help the reader preview them. 

Body Paragraphs 

Reasons 

There is no set number of reasons.  The following list provides suggested reasons: 

Money 

Safety 

Health 

Environment 

Education or training 

People relationships 

Summary Paragraphs 

The topic and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in the 

summary paragraph.  The writer may offer an idea for a solution, ask the audience to take action 

to support the idea, and use a parting thought. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Example 

CE – Causes and effects 

PE – Personal experience 

 Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 


