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English II Writing  

Persuasive Prompt 
 
 
 

 
 

Read the following quotation. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Elementary and secondary schools around the country are beginning to    
actively address the problem of bullies.  

 

Write an essay convincing others whether schools should address the 

problem of bullies.   
 

 
 

 
Be sure to – 

 
 clearly state your thesis 

 organize and develop your ideas effectively 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling  

 

   "I've been actually really very pleased to see how much awareness 

was raised around bullying, and how deeply it affects everyone. You 
know, you don't have to be the loser kid in high school to be bullied. 

Bullying and being picked on comes in so many different forms.” 

          ~Lady Gaga      

American singer, songwriter, record producer, and actress 
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Planning Guide 

Persuasive Papers 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic 

B. The debate 

C. Position or best choice (thesis) 

D. Reasons or arguments (forecast) 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Reason or argument stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting details** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experience 

III. Summary and conclusion paragraph 

A. Restatement of the position (thesis or claim) or best choice 

B. Restatement of the reasons or arguments (forecast) 

C. Conclusion (one or more of the following) 

1. Call to action 

2. Suggestion for a solution 

3. Parting thought 

 

Types of Reasons 

      M - money (financial) 

      S - safety 

      H - health 

      E - environmental 

      E - educational 

      P – people (social relationships) 

 

 

*   No set number of reasons or supporting details 

** Other methods of support can be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Persuasive:  Pro or Con 

 

 

 

Thesis statement 

Schools around the country are forced to deal with situations where bullying occurs; therefore, it 

is only right that schools should actively address the problem. 

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments For (Pro) Supporting Details 

main setting is schools  Students interact with each other 

See each other daily 

Forced to work together on projects 

Bullies distract students   Students cannot learn comfortably. 

Can lower the grades 

Teachers can’t teach 

Administrators have to handle discipline 

problems 

It is the school’s job to make children feel safe  Students do not want to go to a school where 

they feel threatened  

can reflect badly on the school 

Adults must take charge 

Schools should campaign against bullying 

 

Conclusion: Bullying in school has gotten progressively worse; statistics report a high number of 

teens have seen bullying occur in their own schools. Therefore, it is only right that schools 

intervene and educate students on the implications of bullying.  

 

Strong call to action or solution 
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Thesis statement 

Bullying has become a topic of interest, but it has resulted in a negative approach. Schools 

should not address or try to impose consequences on their students over the problem of bullying.  

 

Possible Reasons or Arguments Against (Con) Supporting Details 

Most bullying happens online Cyber bullying is the emergence of new social 

media websites and apps.  

Cyber bullying does not happen on school 

grounds 

Parent’s responsibility  

Manage devices and social media better 

Many students are often absentminded about 

bullying 

Many students feel that they are not actually 

bullying others. 

Most schools see no change after addressing it 

Most bullying is a result of peer pressure or 

what someone thinks is a joke. 

 

 

Conclusion: Schools should not interfere with issues of bullying because it can occur outside the 

school setting, and students are often lax about the topic when lectured by an authority figure at 

school. 

  

Strong call to action or solution 
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Revision Checklist 

Persuasive 

 

 
Introductory  

Paragraph 

Body Paragraphs Summary 

Paragraph 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons  1.___ 

2.___ 

3.___ 

1st Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

2nd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

3rd Reason___ 

E___ 

CE___ 

PE___ 

     Other___ 

Topic___ 

Choice or Position___ 

Reasons___ 

Solution___ 

Call to Action___ 

Parting Thought___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The topic or issue and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in 

the introductory paragraph.  The ideas used to support the choice or position may be included in 

the introduction to help the reader preview them. 

Body Paragraphs 

Reasons 

There is no set number of reasons.  The following list provides suggested reasons: 

Money 

Safety 

Health 

Environment 

Education or training 

People relationships 

Summary Paragraphs 

The topic and the writer’s choice or position on the topic should be included in the 

summary paragraph.  The writer may offer an idea for a solution, ask the audience to take action 

to support the idea, and use a parting thought. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Example 

CE – Causes and effects 

PE – Personal experience 

 Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 


