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English I Writing  

Expository Prompt 
 
 
 

 
 

Read the following quotation. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Think about communication on our society. 
 

 
Write an essay explaining how communication has changed over time.    

  

 

Be sure to – 
 

 clearly state your thesis 

 organize and develop your ideas effectively 

 choose your words carefully 

 edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling  

 

 
 
  

   “I'm a great believer that any tool that enhances 

communication has profound effects in terms of how people can 
learn from each other and how they can achieve the kind of 

freedoms that they're interested in. 
 

‒ Bill Gates 

Business magnate, philanthropist, investor, computer 
programmer, inventor 
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Expository Planning Organizer 

Sample for Guided Writing 

 

 

 

 

Thesis statement: Throughout history communication has always existed; however, the 

way we converse has changed dramatically.  

 

 

Main Ideas of the Thesis 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

In the past, communication 

was slow. 

Sending letters 

communicate over long distance 

Morse code  

Telephones were shared 

Personal conversations 

Second Main Idea  

In the present, 

communication is effective 

and efficient.  

Mobile devices 

Internet instant messages 

Example -Text messaging  

Because it is so easy, Society does not value communication as 

much as in the past  

Personal communication is suffers 

 

Example - people are on their phones during dinnertime 

 

 

 

Concluding Statement: Communication throughout the years is a reflection of how much 

our society has evolved. What someone sent two hundred years ago by post, can now be 

sent in seconds using a click of a button.  
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Planning Guide 

Expository 

 

 

 

I. Introductory paragraph 

A. Topic included in the thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

II. Body paragraphs 

A. Main idea stated in a topic sentence* 

B. Supporting detail** 

1. Examples 

2. Cause and effect 

3. Personal experiences 

III. Concluding paragraph 

A. Thesis statement 

B. Main ideas of the composition 

C. General parting thought 

 

*    No set number of ideas or details 

** Other elaboration methods may be equally effective. 
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Planning Organizer 

Expository 

 

 

Thesis statement    

 

 

Main Ideas of the Thesis 

First Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Second Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

Third Main Idea Supporting Details 

  

 

 

 

 

Concluding Statement 
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Revision Checklist 

Expository 

 

 

 

Introductory 

Paragraph 

 Concluding Paragraph 

Thesis           ___ 

Main Ideas 1.___ 

                   2.___ 

                   3.___ 

Main Ideas Thesis                ___ 

Main Ideas          ___ 

Parting Thought  ___ 

 

 1st Idea ___ 

            E___ 

         CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

2nd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

3rd Idea___ 

           E___ 

        CE___ 

         PE___ 

     Other___ 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

The thesis statement should be included in the introduction.  The main ideas of the 

composition may be included in the introduction to help clarify the thesis. 

Body Paragraphs 

There is no set number of main ideas or paragraphs to include in the body of the 

composition. 

Concluding Paragraph 

Restate the thesis of the composition.  Main ideas of the composition may be included in 

the concluding paragraph to help clarify thesis. 

Elaboration Methods 

   E – Examples     

CE – Cause and effect               

PE – Personal experience   

 

Other methods of elaboration may be equally effective when used as supporting details. 

 


