
Punctuation Rules 

 

Instructional Objective 

Students review punctuation rules. 

 

Game Objective 

Match punctuation rule to an example 

 

Set up 

Student groups 

Set of cards per group 

 

Student Directions 

1. Students place all cards with bold words face up on desk. 

2. Students take turns reading a rule and finding a matching 
example.  

3. Continue taking turns until all matches are made. 

 

Variations 

The students –  

1. are instructed to develop another example for the rule. 
2. are given only the rules, and they must write an example. 
3. are given only the examples, and they must write the rules. 
4. play Concentration. 



The teacher said, “It is time 

for lunch.” 

Dear Maria, 

 Please ask you mom if 

you can go to the movies with 

us.    

 Please ask you mom if you 
can go to the movies with us. We 
are going to a Disney show. I 
think you will enjoy it. 

Yours truly, 
Sara  

 

 
I could hear the bog’s bark. 

The business’ letter was 

delivered today. 

Comma before a direct quote 

Comma after the opening of a 

friendly letter 

Comma after the closing of a 

letter 

The possessive form of 

singular nouns is usually 

made by adding an 

apostrophe and s.  

 

 

When a singular noun ends with an 

s or z sound, the possessive may be 

formed by adding just an 

apostrophe.  

 



The bus’s stop sign sprang 

open. 

 

Please clean the dogs’ pen. 

The children’s books were on 

the shelf. 

Lisa and Ray’s mother made 

cookies for us. 

We played in the park, swam 

in the pool, and walked in the 

paths. 

When a singular noun is a one-

syllable word ending with s, add 

both an apostrophe and s.  

The possessive form of plural 

nouns ending in s is usually made 

by adding just an apostrophe.  

For plural nouns not ending in s, an 

apostrophe and s must be added.  

When possession is shared by 

more than one noun, add an 

apostrophe and s to the last noun.  

Comma between words in a series 

 

 



I started school on August 19, 

2008.  

I live in San Antonio, Texas. 

Bobby went to the store, but 

he forgot to get a newspaper. 

Mark said, “Call me later.” 

She asked, “Will you be my 

friend?” 

Comma between the day and the 
year in a date 

 

Comma between city and state 
 

Use a comma in compound 
sentences when independent 
clauses are joined by these 
conjunctions: and, but, for, nor, 
yet, or so. 

 

Periods are always placed inside 
quotation marks. 

 

A question mark or an exclamation 
point is placed inside the 
quotation marks when it 
punctuates the quotation. 



Do you agree with the saying, 

“Practice makes perfect”? 

He was a smart, determined 

child. 

My friend, who is thirteen, 

walks to school with me.  

Jesse, our class president, 

offered to represent us at the 

next meeting. 

Anne, you are my best friend. 

A question mark or an exclamation 
point is placed outside the 
quotation marks when it 
punctuates the main sentence. 

 

Comma to separate coordinate 

adjectives  

Comma to set off nonessential 

clauses and phrases 

Comma to set off appositives and 

their modifiers 

Comma to set off a noun of direct 

address 



Call me tomorrow; I will give 

you my answer. 

He finally answered (after 

taking five minutes to think) 

that he did not understand the 

question. 

Dear Sir: 

 It is with confidence that I 

recommend Mr. Brown…  

While preparing for the field 

trip, remember to bring the 

following: blanket, pillow, 

flashlight, and snacks. 

Tomorrow is the end of sum-

mer vacation. 

Semicolon to separate closely 
related independent clauses not 
joined by a coordinating 
conjunction 

Parentheses to indicate and 

interruptions 

Colon after the opening (salutation) 

of a formal business letter 

Colon after a complete thought 

that introduces a list of items that 

ends a sentence  

Use a hyphen to divide a word at 

the end of a line 



There are thirty-one students 

in our class. 

A two-thirds vote by the class 

elected Sara as president. 

You are the friend—the only 

friend—who offered to help 

me. 

“Maybe we can build the 

stage…before Saturday,” he 

explained. 

Without understanding why, 

Amanda was called to answer 

the question.   

 

Use a hyphen when writing out the 
numbers twenty-one through 
ninety-nine. 

Use a hyphen when writing out a 

fraction used as an adjective. 

Use a dash to replace commas, 

semicolons, colons, and 

parentheses to indicate added 

emphasis, an interruption or an 

abrupt change of thought. 

An ellipsis is used to indicate that 

words have been omitted. 

Commas after introductory 
phrases 

 



Suddenly, the angry cat 

jumped out of the dark. 

The teacher directed the 

students to finish (math) 

assignments. 

As the child was walking to 

school, he was thinking about 

his spelling words. 

 

 

Commas after introductory words 

Use brackets to indicate that words 

have been added to a quote. 

Commas after introductory clause 

 

 

 

 

 

 


