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Test Passage – Poetry 
 

Title of Selection: Mr. Nobody 
Teaching Band 2-4 

The selection and the Occasion Thinking Guide are provided.  The Occasion 

Thinking Guide identifies the occasion, significant characters, and the outcome of 

the poem.  These summary elements are used to develop a meaningful summary 

paragraph.   

 

This product includes: 

 The Selection: Mr. Nobody by Walter De la Mare  

 The Occasion Thinking Guide 

 Test Questions 

 Answer key with Question and Answer Strategies 

This poem selection is intended to assess how 

students understand, make inferences, and draw 

conclusions about the structure and elements of 

poetry.  The question and answer strategies 

demonstrate how students can provide evidence from 

the text to support their understanding.  

With poetry selections students are required to: 

 Summarize the poem 

 Describe the characteristics of the various  

forms of poetry and how those characteristics 

create imagery (e.g., narrative poetry, lyrical 

poetry, humorous poetry, free verse) 

 Explain how the structural elements of the 

poem relate to the form of the poem (e.g., 

lyrical, free verse) 
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Mr. Nobody 

By Walter De la Mare 

 

I know a funny little man, 

 As quiet as a mouse, 

Who does the mischief that is done 

 In everybody’s house! 

There’s no one ever sees his face, 

 And yet we all agree 

That every plate we break was cracked  

 By Mr. Nobody. 

 

‘Tis he who always tears our books, 

 Who leaves the door ajar, 

He pulls the buttons from our shirts, 

 And scatters pins afar; 

That squeaking door will always squeak, 

 For, prithee, don’t you see, 

We leave the oiling to be done 

 By Mr. Nobody. 

 

The finger marks upon the door 

 By none of us are made; 

We never leave the blinds unclosed, 

 To let the curtains fade. 

The ink we never spill; the boots 

 That lying round you see 

Are not our boots—they all belong 

 To Mr. Nobody.  
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1 What is the poem mostly about? 

 

A a shadow 

B trouble and danger found in a house 

C an imaginary figure blamed for mischief  

D kids who make a lot of trouble 

 

 

 

2 Read this line from the poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

In this line, the word afar means— 

 

F taken far away from home 

G broken buttons from a shirt 

H lost buttons  

J items that are spread about  

He pulls the buttons from our shirts, 

And scatters pins afar. 
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3 Use the diagram to answer the question below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which phrase best fits the empty box? 

 

A Cracked plate 

B Mischief that is done 

C Quiet as a mouse 

D Missing shirt buttons 

 

 

 

4 At the end of the poem, why does the speaker say that the boots belong 

to Mr. Nobody? 

 

F The speaker knows the person who wears the boots.  

G No one wants to claim the boots that were out of place. 

H Mr. Nobody wears boots. 

J The boots belong to the speaker.   

 

 

Mischief in a House 

Broken plates 

 

Torn books 

 

Finger marks upon the door 



Page 5  
©Fisher Reyna Education 2012  Solutions for Success  Reading, Grades 2-4 

5 Which of the following best describes the poem?  

 

A A parent is the speaker.  

B The poem is about children.  

C The poem has five stanzas. 

D The poem has rhyming lines. 
 

 

 

6 Lines 5 through 8 are important to the poem because they show that    

 

A Mr. Nobody lives in the house  

B Mr. Nobody is the name of a family member  

C Mr. Nobody likes to make mischief 

D Mr. Nobody is blamed for the mischief in a home 
 

 

  

7 The poet titled this poem “Mr. Nobody” most likely because     

 

A the poem tells how nobody likes to claim responsibility. 

B Mr. Nobody is a real person. 

C the speaker defends Mr. Nobody when he gets blamed. 

D things in a house can get very messy and untidy. 
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Occasion Thinking Guide 

Fiction, Literary Nonfiction, Poetry or Drama 

 

Title of the Selection    Mr. Nobody by Walter De la Mare      

 

 

Occasion 

 
What is the link?  

idea, setting, series of 
happenings, or situation 

Examples of mischief that happen in 

everybody’s house 

Significant Characters 

 

An imaginary figure named Mr. Nobody 

Outcome 

 

Examples of mischief are stated but always 

blamed on the mysterious Mr. Nobody. 

 

Summary 

While examples of mischief that happen in everybody’s house are stated, 

blame is always given to the imaginary Mr. Nobody. 

 

 

 

Teacher Answer Key: 

1.C 2.J 3.D 4.G  5.D 6.J 7.A 
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Mr. Nobody 

By Walter De la Mare 

 

I know a funny little man, 

 As quiet as a mouse, 

Who does the mischief that is done 

 In everybody’s house! 

There’s no one ever sees his face, 

 And yet we all agree 

That every plate we break was cracked  

 By Mr. Nobody. 

 

‘Tis he who always tears our books, 

 Who leaves the door ajar, 

He pulls the buttons from our shirts, 

 And scatters pins afar; 

That squeaking door will always squeak, 

 For, prithee, don’t you see, 

We leave the oiling to be done 

 By Mr. Nobody. 

 

The finger marks upon the door 

 By none of us are made; 

We never leave the blinds unclosed, 

 To let the curtains fade. 

The ink we never spill; the boots 

 That lying round you see 

Are not our boots—they all belong 

 To Mr. Nobody. 

  

5 

10 

15 

20 
While examples of mischief that 

happen in everybody’s house are 

stated, blame is always given to the 

imaginary Mr. Nobody. 

 

Occasion 

Significant 

Characters 

Outcome 

1 
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1 What is the poem mostly about? 

 

A a shadow 

B trouble and danger found in a house 

C an imaginary figure blamed for mischief  

D kids who make a lot of trouble 

 

 

 

2 Read this line from the poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

In this line, the word afar means— 

 

F taken far away from home 

G broken buttons from a shirt 

H lost buttons  

J items that are spread about  

He pulls the buttons from our shirts, 

And scatters pins afar. 
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3 Use the diagram to answer the question below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which phrase best fits the empty box? 

 

A Cracked plate 

B Mischief that is done 

C Quiet as a mouse 

D Missing shirt buttons 

 

 

 

4 At the end of the poem, why does the speaker say that the boots belong 

to Mr. Nobody? 

 

F The speaker knows the person who wears the boots.  

G No one wants to claim the boots that were out of place. 

H Mr. Nobody wears boots. 

J The boots belong to the speaker.   

 

 

Mischief in a House 

Broken plates 

 

Torn books 

 

Finger marks upon the door 
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5 Which of the following best describes the poem?  

 

A A parent is the speaker.  

B The poem is about children.  

C The poem has five stanzas. 

D The poem has rhyming lines. 
 

 

 

6 Lines 5 through 8 are important to the poem because they show that    

 

F Mr. Nobody lives in the house  

G Mr. Nobody is the name of a family member  

H Mr. Nobody likes to make mischief 

J Mr. Nobody is blamed for the mischief in a home 
 

 

  

7 The poet titled this poem “Mr. Nobody” most likely because     

 

A the poem tells how nobody likes to claim responsibility. 

B Mr. Nobody is a real person. 

C the speaker defends Mr. Nobody when he gets blamed. 

D things in a house can get very messy and untidy. 
 


