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A Boatload of Stuff 
By Rocky Charles 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene 1 

(Setting:  Friday night at the Ahrens’ house. The  

family is packing for their move to a new  

house because their mother has gotten a job 

in another city. Kevin is packing his shark tooth 

collection and is worried about his shark posters. 

He and his brother Tanner will have to share a 

bedroom in their new home.) 

 

Kevin:  I can’t have a bedroom without my shark  

  posters! (Shouting) Tanner, can I talk to  

  you? 

Tanner:  What? (Kevin enters Tanner’s bedroom.) 

Kevin:  All my shark posters are going into our new bedroom. 

Tanner:  Ugh, no way! I plan on hanging my posters of sailboats and  

displaying my sailboat models! There isn’t enough room for your 

stuff and my stuff. I put a lot of work into my model boats.  (Grabs 

and hugs one of his sailboat models.)  

Kevin:  (Angry and frustrated) That’s no fair! Just because you have model  

sailboats that match your posters doesn’t make your things more 

important.  I have real shark teeth, toy sharks, and shark books! 

Let’s ask Mom.  

  

Cast of Characters 

Kevin Ahrens 

Tanner Ahrens  

Mom 
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Scene 2 

(Setting:  Mom is in the kitchen. She is tired. The kitchen counters are 

messy and full of pots, pans, dishes, cooking utensils, and food 

Kevin:  Mom, Tanner says I can’t decorate our new bedroom with my shark  

posters. He thinks his sailboat stuff is more important than my stuff. 

Tanner:  I didn’t say that. But I was planning on decorating our new room  

with my sailboat I’ve been collecting sailboats for a long time, and 

my sailboat models match my posters. It’s not my fault we don’t 

like the same things. 

Kevin:  Well, it’s not my fault Mom got a new job! 

Mom:  (Looks shocked and hurt) Kevin! That’s not a nice thing to say. My  

new job pays well, and I am working to provide for you and Tanner. 

We are a family. We have to all work together. (Stands up straighter 

and speaks firmly) Now, you two have to work together to find a 

solution. I don’t have time to argue with you; I have a lot to do and 

so do you! 

Scene 3 

(Setting: Kevin and Tanner sit on a small space in the corner of the kitchen 

floor. Kevin looks defeated.) 

Tanner:  Kevin, we have to find a way to decorate our room so that we are  

both happy. Mom’s right. We have to work together as a family. 

She works hard for us. Let’s work hard for her. 

Kevin:  But how? (Speaks in a sad, soft voice) I want my shark stuff in       

the room. 

Tanner:  (Puts one arm gently on Kevin’s shoulder) I know…an ocean! Let’s  

decorate our new bedroom like a scene from the ocean!  
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Kevin:  That’s cool! (Looking excited) Sharks and sail boats both exist in the  

ocean! Your sailboats and my sharks can cover the walls, the ceiling, 

and the shelves. We can even place some of my toy sharks near 

your models to make it look like a shark attack! 

Tanner:  That sounds exciting! Mom will be happy. Let’s go. We have a  

 boatload of stuff to pack! 

(The boys get up quickly. They are walking fast and talking about other ways 

to display their collections. Mom turns her head slightly, smiles, and looks at 

the boys for a moment as they walk out of the kitchen. Then she turns back 

and continues packing the kitchen items.) 

 

Curtain 
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Test Questions 

 

1 What is the theme of the play? 

A Courage 

B Friendship 

C Family 

D Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

2 When do Kevin and Tanner find a solution to their problem? 

A before Scene 1 ends 

B in the middle of Scene 2 

C before Scene 3 begins 

D at the end of Scene 3 

 

 

3 Which of these events resolves Kevin’s conflict the in the play? 

A Kevin and Tanner agree to disagree. 

B Mom helps them decide. 

C Tanner helps Kevin change his mind. 

D Tanner and Kevin decide to work together. 
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4 Which of the following characteristics is the best clue that “A Boatload of 

Stuff” is a drama?   

A The plot is shown mainly through dialogue. 

B There is a problem that is eventually solved. 

C The characters are created by the author. 

D The characters speak with feelings and emotion. 

 

 

 

5 What form of text is “A Boatload of Stuff”? 

A Poem 

B Story 

C Drama 

D Biography 

 

 

 

6 What is the purpose of the stage directions in this play? 

A to give background information 

B to describe the narrator 

C to tell what the characters say 

D to describe what the characters do  
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7 Which sentence best summarizes Scene 3? 

A Kevin feels hopeless until Tanner puts his arm around Kevin’s shoulder 

to make him feel better.  

B When Tanner suggests they decorate their room as an ocean scene, 

mom is pleased to see the boys’ excitement and cooperation. 

C Tanner and Kevin run off to decorate their room together and are 

excited to get started. 

D  Tanner puts his arm around Kevin and the boys discuss how to 

decorate their new bedroom. 

 

 

8 Tanner could best be described as— 

A Brave 

B Foolish 

C Kind 

D Cruel  

 

 

 

9 Read the setting from Scene 3. 

(Setting:  Kevin and Tanner sit on a small space in the corner of the 

kitchen floor. Kevin looks defeated.) 

 

What does the word defeated mean? 

A Lonely 

B Angry 

C Beaten 

D Tough 
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Title of the Selection   A Boatload of Stuff 
Teaching Band Grade 4 - Grade 5 

Genre: Drama, Realistic Fiction 

 

The Problem/Solution Thinking Guide is provided. The Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

identifies the story elements in a selection with a problem/solution plot. In addition, the story 

elements are used to develop a meaningful summary. A color-coded Thinking Guide and 

summary are provided.  

 A Boatload of Stuff Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

 A Boatload of Stuff Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 
 

Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

 
Teacher Answer Key: 
1. C 2.D 3.D 4.A 5.C 6.D 7.B 8.C  9. C 

 

 

SOMEONE Kevin 

Main Character 

WANTED to use his shark toys and posters to decorate the 
bedroom he was going to share with his brother, 
Tanner 

Goal 

BUT Tanner wanted to decorate their new bedroom with 
his sailboat models and posters. 
 

Problem 

SO Mom asked them to work together to solve the 
problem, and the boys decided to decorate their 
room like an ocean scene using both sharks and 
sailboats.  
 

Solution 

THEN The boys worked together as a family, and Mom 
was happy. 
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Color-Coded Thinking Guide and Summary 

 

Kevin wanted to decorate the new bedroom with his shark toys and posters, but Tanner wanted to 

decorate with his sailboat models and posters.  So, mom asked them to work together, and the boys 

decided to decorate their room like an ocean scene using both sharks and sailboats. Then the boys worked 

as a family and mom was happy. 

 

 

SOMEONE Kevin 

Main Character 

WANTED to use his shark toys and posters to decorate the 
bedroom he was going to share with his brother, 
Tanner 

Goal 

BUT Tanner wanted to decorate their new bedroom with 
his sailboat models and posters. 
 

Problem 

SO Mom asked them to work together to solve the 
problem, and the boys decided to decorate their 

room like an ocean scene using both sharks and 
sailboats.  
 

Solution 

THEN The boys worked together as a family, and Mom 
was happy. 
 

Outcome 
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Summarization Extension Activity 
 

After students use the elements of the plot to generate a basic summary, they can use it to 

develop a similar version without using the clue words: someone, wanted, but, so, then. Give 

students an opportunity to rewrite their summary without using the summary clue words.  

 

A Boatload of Stuff 

Sample summary without using someone, wanted, but, so, then: 

 

In this drama, Kevin and Tanner each have their own ideas about decorating the new bedroom 

they will have to share.  Kevin insists he has to decorate with his shark stuff.  Tanner insists he 

has to decorate with his sailboat stuff. Mom insists they work together as family should.  The 

boys decide to decorate their bedroom using both sharks and sailboats in an ocean scene, and 

mom is happy to see them act like brothers. 

 

 

 

 

 
Make every student a STAAR student! 

Teach with real depth of understanding.  


