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STAR Student Test Questions 

Home to the North 

 

 

1 What can the reader infer from the last sentence of paragraph 7? 

A When Jeremy is older he will do wonderful things like his Uncle 

Joe 

B Jeremy will live with his Uncle Joe in the Inupiaq village of        

Nome. 

C Jeremy’s Uncle Joe is well liked by the people in his village.  

D Aunt Mira likes Uncle Joe’s wonderful smile.  

 

 

2 The picture next to paragraph 6 is included to ― 

A explain how Inupiaq people built their house  

B show the physical appearance of Inupiaq houses of the past  

C show the difference between Jeremy’s  home and the home of 

his aunt and uncle in Nome 

D provide information about how Aunt Mira and Uncle Joe live   

 

 

3 The italicized words in the selection are included to ― 

A show which words are most important  

B distinguish the name of the village 

C highlight important events in Jeremy’s trip 

D help readers recognize foreign words  
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4 Read this sentence from paragraph 11. 

 

 

 

The author uses this sentence to ― 

A help the reader understand that Jeremy values his aunt and 

uncle’s way of life 

B offer a reason for Jeremy visiting his aunt and uncle again 

C help the reader understand the Inupiaq culture 

D argue that Jeremy enjoyed his visit, but was happy to go home 

 

 

 

 

5 Read this sentence from paragraph 9. 

 

 

 

The imagery in these lines appeals most to the reader’s sense of ― 

A sight 

B sound 

C smell 

D taste  

Now I understood why my aunt and uncle left San 

Benito and returned to their home in the north. 

She taught me to shape the basket and make 
small butterfly designs with colored dye. 
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6 Which of these sources does Jeremy use to understand the Inupiaq 

way of life? 

A Facts collected from books he read 

B Information from the Alaska Native Heritage Center 

C Personal experiences during his Alaskan adventure 

D Facts about Alaska and the Inupiaq culture 
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A Home to the North 
 

Last winter break I went to visit my Uncle Joe and Aunt Mira. 

When I was younger, they lived with us in San Benito. However, 

they moved back to Alaska because they missed their special way 

of life. Mom thought this trip would be a wonderful opportunity 

for me to learn about my Native American Inupiaq culture. 

At first I was afraid to ride in the plane by myself. But my 

parents reassured me. They told me I did not need to worry 

because airline employees would take care of me until I met Uncle 

Joe in Anchorage, Alaska. 

When I got off the plane, Uncle Joe was there waiting for me. 

It was very cold, and snow covered the ground. He said I would 

never forget this Alaskan adventure. We drove to the Alaska 

Native Heritage Center to pick up Aunt Mira. Sometimes she 

volunteers at the center to help teach people about Alaskan 

cultures.  

While driving to the center, Uncle Joe explained that Inupiaq 

means “real people.” He said that many in his village still rely on 

natural resources such as whale, walrus, polar bear, fish, and 

caribou for survival. He said that I would notice a difference in the 

way the Inupiaq people live. I had already noticed how different 

this area of Alaska was from San Benito.  

As Uncle Joe parked the truck near the entrance to the heritage 

center, I saw a strange sight. It was an area with two long bones 

protruding from the ground in front of a large doorway. I wondered 

how we would get in because the house also looked partially 

buried in the ground. The door was framed and covered with dirt 

and grass. Uncle Joe led me past the large bones and in the door. It 

seemed like we were climbing into a large hole. 
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Read this selection. Then answer the questions that follow it. 

Occasion 
Significant 

Character 

Mixed 
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Finally my aunt appeared, 

and we hugged. The 

underground house felt warm. 

Aunt Mira said that seal-oil 

lamps were used for light and 

warmth. The rooms were made 

from sod blocks and sometimes 

lined with whale or walrus 

bones. “In the past, this is how 

many of our people lived 

during the winter, Jeremy,” she 

explained. “The ground helped 

keep the house warm during the long cold months. We live in a 

modern house today, but we wanted you to see how many Alaskan 

cultures worked with the land to help them live.” 

After we toured the center, we had to take another short plane 

ride. My aunt and uncle actually live in the settlement of Nome. 

That evening, Aunt Mira made a dinner of smoked salmon, berries 

and native roots. After dinner we visited an area in town where the 

villagers gathered. I met many more Inupiaq people. Almost 

everyone said how much I resembled my Uncle Joe. “You have his 

eyes and nose,” they told me, “and his wonderful smile.” 

During my visit I helped Uncle Joe and other men in the village 

when they went fishing. One day, one of the fishermen showed me 

how to make a carving from a small piece of walrus tusk. We 

engraved a fish design on the ivory with a sharp tool. “This will be 

for Dad,” I decided. 

Another afternoon a woman from the village showed me how 

to weave a basket from grasses. She taught me to shape the basket 

and make small butterfly designs with colored dye. “Mom will like 

this,” I said to myself. 
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When the children in the village had fun and played games, I 

joined them. One day an older boy led a group in a game called 

Haku. The group of children separated into two teams and sat at 

opposite sides of the room. The goal was to make the other team 

laugh first as team members took turns making silly gestures. “We 

race so each person can do his or her best to make the other team 

laugh,” he explained. 

When it was time to go back to San Benito, part of me did not 

want to leave. Uncle Joe was right. It was different here. Now I 

understood why my aunt and uncle left San Benito and returned to 

their home in the north. 

Photo courtesy of © Alaska Native Heritage Center 

 

While visiting his aunt and uncle in Alaska, Jeremy 

learned why the Inupiaq culture is special. 

10 

11 Outcome – 

Jeremy 

learned 

why the 

Inupiaq 

culture is 

special. 6 
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STAR Student Test Questions 

Home to the North 

 

 

1 What can the reader infer from the last sentence of paragraph 7? 

A When Jeremy is older he will do wonderful things like his Uncle 

Joe 

B Jeremy will live with his Uncle Joe in the Inupiaq village of        

Nome. 

C Jeremy’s Uncle Joe is well liked by the people in his village.  

D Aunt Mira likes Uncle Joe’s wonderful smile.  

 

 

2 The picture next to paragraph 6 is included to ― 

A explain how Inupiaq people built their house  

B show the physical appearance of Inupiaq houses of the past  

C show the difference between Jeremy’s  home and the home of 

his aunt and uncle in Nome 

D provide information about how Aunt Mira and Uncle Joe live   

 

 

3 The italicized words in the selection are included to ― 

A show which words are most important  

B distinguish the name of the village 

C highlight important events in Jeremy’s trip 

D help readers recognize foreign words  
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4 Read this sentence from paragraph 11. 

 

 

 

The author uses this sentence to ― 

A help the reader understand that Jeremy values his aunt and 

uncle’s way of life 

B offer a reason for Jeremy visiting his aunt and uncle again 

C help the reader understand the Inupiaq culture 

D argue that Jeremy enjoyed his visit, but was happy to go home 

 

 

 

 

5 Read this sentence from paragraph 9. 

 

 

 

The imagery in these lines appeals most to the reader’s sense of ― 

A sight 

B sound 

C smell 

D taste  

Now I understood why my aunt and uncle left San 

Benito and returned to their home in the north. 

She taught me to shape the basket and make 
small butterfly designs with colored dye. 
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6 Which of these sources does Jeremy use to understand the Inupiaq 

way of life? 

A Facts collected from books he read 

B Information from the Alaska Native Heritage Center 

C Personal experiences during his Alaskan adventure 

D Facts about Alaska and the Inupiaq culture 


