
© Fisher Reyna Education 2012  Solutions for Success  Reading 

 

STAR Student Test Questions 

Successful Ballerina 

 

 

1 What evidence from the selection shows that Nelda is selfish? 

A Nelda was confident because she seemed to succeed at 

everything. 

B Nelda asked Laurie about her own performance just after Laurie 

had finished her audition. 

C Nelda seemed to succeed at everything without even trying.  

D Nelda was offered the part as one of the group ballerinas.  

 

 

2 What can the reader infer from the last sentence in paragraph 4? 

A Laurie would like to audition with the other group ballerinas. 

B Laurie knows the other dancers performed their best. 

C Laurie thinks Nelda has not worked hard.  

D Laurie uses her mother’s advice to build her self confidence. 

 

 

3 The story expresses the importance of – 

A being a good friend  

B being loyal    

C trying your best 

D being kind to others   
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4 Read this sentence from paragraph 5. 

 

 

 

The moves described in the sentence represent   

A The way Laurie performed each step of the ballet 

B The prima ballerina dance routine 

C Laurie’s lack of confidence 

D Laurie’s nervousness 

 

 

 

 

5 Which sentence from the story best shows that Laurie and Nelda 

are good friends? 

A “You should have made your ballet moves a little more 

dramatic,” Nelda said. 

B She seemed to succeed at everything without even trying, but 

Laurie had to work hard for the things she wanted. 

C “She said she just wanted to be part of the show with you.” 

D She couldn’t believe that Nelda would be jealous of her success. 

 

At first she felt silly in front of the other students, 

but as she concentrated on her moves, she forgot 

about the people watching.  
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Laurie wanted to be one of the group ballerinas, but she knew she wouldn’t get 

the part. So, during the tryout she remembered what her mother had taught 

her and was made the prima ballerina. Then, Laurie knew her hard work led to 

her success.  

Successful Ballerina 

 
“It’s your turn, Laurie,” Mrs. Powell announced. Laurie walked 

nervously to the stage. To make herself feel better, she whispered 

her mother’s words, “Try your best, and you will be successful.” 

The memory of her mother’s encouraging words calmed her. 

She had spent the weekend practicing to the music used for 

tryouts, but she knew she wouldn’t get the part. It was a small part 

anyway, not like the leading role she just knew her friend, Nelda, 

would get. Nelda always got the leading role as prima ballerina. 

Nelda’s audition had gone well as usual. Now it was Laurie’s turn 

to dance. 

“You’re trying out for one of the group ballerinas?” Mrs. 

Powell asked. “I’ll start the music. Are you ready?” 

Laurie took a deep breath and tried to picture herself as the best 

ballerina in the group, just as her mother had suggested when she 

helped her practice. She began her ballet with uncertainty but 

remembered what her mother had taught her. She said, “Work hard 

and always do your best, and you will be successful.” 

“You are doing great!” encouraged Mrs. Powell, sounding like 

Laurie’s mother. At first she felt silly in front of the other students, 

but as she concentrated on her moves, she forgot about the people 

watching. It was as if she had really become a ballerina in an actual 

ballet. 
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After Laurie finished, she walked over to Nelda. As soon as 

Laurie sat down, Nelda asked, “Do you think I got the role as the 

lead ballerina?” 

Laurie rolled her eyes, sighed, and muttered, “I’m sure you 

did.” Laurie felt frustrated. Nelda was confident and talented. She 

seemed to succeed at everything without even trying, but Laurie 

had to work hard for the things she wanted. Again, Laurie repeated 

her mother’s words, “Just try your best, and you will be 

successful.” 

“You should have made your ballet moves a little more 

dramatic,” Nelda said. 

“I had enough trouble just remembering my dance routine,” 

Laurie replied. “I did my best.” 

The next afternoon Laurie went to Mrs. Powell’s room to see 

who had been selected as the group ballet dancers. Her name 

wasn’t listed. Immediately her head drooped and she muttered, 

“No surprise.” 

Mrs. Powell walked up to Laurie and said, “Rehearsals start 

Monday after school. There’s much to do before opening night.” 

Seeing Laurie’s confused expression, she said, “Oh, you haven’t 

heard.” She pointed to the top of the list. “I decided to make you 

the prima ballerina for the show. It was clear you did the best of 

anyone in tryouts.” 

Laurie felt shocked, excited, and nervous at the same time. 

“Mom was right. Success comes from working hard and doing 

your best,” she thought. “But, what about Nelda?” 

“Nelda was offered a part as one of the group ballerinas,” Mrs. 

Powell said. “She was disappointed, but graciously accepted it. She 

said she just wanted to be part of the show with you.” Then Mrs. 

Powell smiled and said, “Laurie, you’re the best dancer for this 

ballet.” 

Nelda called Laurie that night and said, “I guess you’re happy 

to get the best part. I have to admit I’m jealous, but I am happy for 

you.” Laurie was silent. She couldn’t believe that Nelda would be 

jealous of her success. “But, after all,” Laurie thought, “I had 

worked hard, practiced all weekend, and tried my best!”
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