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Expository Thinking Guide 

Biography 

 

Title of the Selection    My Brother Martin by Christine King Farris 

Genre: Biography 

 

 

Topic of Selection 

Name of the noteworthy person or a phrase to describe the person 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

Main Idea of Selection 

Greatest accomplishments 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaks of his dream 

that children of all races could play together. 

Main Idea of Each Paragraph 
 

Biography Outline 
 

A. Introduction to the 

Noteworthy Person 

 

B. Childhood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
C. Education or Training 

 

 

 

 

Use biography outline to predict the main idea of each paragraph. 

 
 

1. The author introduced Martin and described where 

they were born.  
 

2. Author described the house and where they lived. 

3. M. L.’s brother, A.D., was born. 

4. The Author, Christine, describes how she, M.L., and 

A.D. spent their days.  

5. Christine described growing up under Aunt Ida and 

Grandmother’s care. 

6. The three would always be up to something. 

7. A prank that involved a fur piece 

8. A prank on the piano teacher 

9. Mostly they were good kids. 
 

10. Author begins to describe growing up in a time of 

unfair laws . 

11. Christine’s parents kept children protected from the 

unfair laws of Atlanta, Georgia. 

12. Christine described her neighborhood of Sweet 

Auburn. 

13.  When they were children, all the neighborhood kids 

played together. 

14. White boys played with M.L. and A.D. 
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Education and Training 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Significant Events 

 

E. Greatest Accomplishments 

 

F. Influence 

 

15. The boys never thought about NOT playing together 

because of their skin color. 

16. One day the white boys told M.L. and A.D. they could no 

longer play together because they were Negros. 

17. Shortly after, the white family moved away. 

18. The cruelty seemed like a crushing blow to the kids. 

19. Kids asked Mother Dear to explain the cruelty. 

20. Mother Dear used words to explain. 

21- 24 (page 55) Mother Dear also used words with hope.  

     Then M.L. promised that one day he was going to turn   

     this world upside down. 

25.Over the years Daddy showed the children how to   

      stand up against segregation. 

26.Their daddy’s sermons had more meaning. 

27-30 At the dinner table, their daddy shared stories of 

standing up for what’s right. These stories were just as 

nourishing as the food. 
 

 

Martin Luther King dreamed a dream that turned the world 

upside down.  
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Occasion Thinking Guide 

Biography & Narrative 

 

Title of the Selection    My Brother Martin by Christine King Farris 

 

Genre: Biography written as a narrative 

Level 4, Lesson 2, Pages 46 - 58 

 

Occasion 

 

What is the link?  

Idea, setting, series of 

happenings, or situation 

Christine King Farris, sister to Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., tells what she remembers about 

growing up with her brother and family. 

 

 

Significant Characters 
Christine, M.L. (Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) and 

family: 

A.D. 

Mother Dear  

Daddy (Rev. Martin Luther King) 

 

Outcome 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaks of a dream he 

promised his mother that one day children of all 

races would play together. 

 

 

Occasion: 

While remembering what it was like growing up with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr.,  

 
Significant Characters: 

Christine talks about her brother and family.   

 
Outcome: 

She describes the events that led to the promise Dr. King made his mother about a 

dream that became a famous speech- where one day children of all races would play 

together.  

 
Summary 

 

While remembering what it was like growing up with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., Christine talks about her brother and family.  She describes the events that 

led to the promise he made his mother about a dream that became a famous 

speech- where one day children of all races would play together.  


