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The color-coded Occasion Thinking Guide and a cloze activity are provided. The Thinking 

Guide identifies story elements in a narrative without a problem/solution plot.  It provides 

information that helps teachers ask guiding questions for depth of understanding. It helps teach 

GLOBAL meaning of text: whole story comprehension. In addition, the story elements are used 

to develop a meaningful summary. A color-coded summary is also provided. The detailed 

summary elements increase the level of difficulty in this activity. Disclaimer: The statements 

provided in the Thinking Guide serve as only ONE way to paraphrase the story elements for this 

selection. 

 

Occasion Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection   Dear Mrs. LaRue by Mark Teague 
Source: ISBN 0-439-56959-1 Scholastic 

Genre: Humorous Fiction 

 

Occasion 

 

What is the link?  

Idea, setting, series of 

happenings, or situation 

Ike sends guilt inducing letters to his owner, Mrs. 

LaRue, hoping she will come to her senses and take 

him out of obedience school. 

 

Significant Characters 
Ike is a cat-chasing, chicken-pie-eating, clever dog.  

 

Mrs. LaRue is Ike’s owner who has sent Ike to dog 

obedience school. 

 

 

Outcome 
Ike escapes from obedience school and returns 

home just in time to save Mrs. LaRue from an 

oncoming truck.  Then she decided to throw a party 

in his honor and serve his favorite dishes… which 

Ike has already eaten. 

 

 

sending guilt-ridden letters to his Mrs. LaRue,                     Ike                                                        

 

makes his way back home from obedience school only to save her life. She  

 

throws a party with his favorite foods… which he has already eaten. 
 

 

Summary 

While sending guilt-ridden letters to Mrs. LaRue, Ike makes his way back home and 

saves her life. She throws a party with Ike’s favorite foods which he has already 

eaten. 
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Occasion Thinking Guide 

Cloze 1
st
 Letter Activity 

 

 

Title of the Selection   Dear Mrs. LaRue by Mark Teague 
 

Source: ISBN 0-439-56959-1 Scholastic 

Genre: Humorous Fiction 

 

 

Occasion 

 

What is the link?  

Idea, setting, series of 

happenings, or situation 

 

Ike sends guilt inducing l_______ to his owner, Mrs. 

LaRue, hoping she will come to her senses and take 

him out of o_________ school. 

 

Significant Characters 
 

Ike is a cat-chasing, chicken-pie-eating, clever 

d____.  

 

Mrs. LaRue is Ike’s owner who has sent Ike to dog 

obedience sch______. 

 

 

Outcome 
 

Ike escapes from obedience school and returns 

home just in time to save Mrs. LaRue from an 

oncoming t______.  Then she decided to throw a 

party in his honor and serve his favorite d______ 

which Ike has already eaten. 

 

 

 

 


