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Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection   The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch 

 

Genre: Humorous Fiction 

 

 

Elizabeth wanted to chase the dragon that smashed her castle, burned her clothes, and carried off 

her prince, but the dragon was fierce.  So she tricked the dragon and found Prince Ronald. Then 

Prince Ronald insults her and she decides not to marry him after all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SOMEONE Elizabeth  

Main Character 

WANTED to chase the dragon that smashed her castle, burned 

her clothes, and carried off her prince 
Goal 

BUT the dragon was fierce 

Problem 

SO She tricked the dragon and found Prince Ronald. 

Solution 

THEN Prince Ronald insults her and she decides not to marry 

him after all. 

 
Outcome 
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Problem/Solution Thinking Guide 

 

Title of the Selection   The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch 

 

Directions 

After students have read the selection, instruct students to write the missing summary 

elements using their own words. Then provide an opportunity for students to write a 

summary paragraph. 

 

 

 

Summary: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

SOMEONE Elizabeth  

Main Character 

WANTED to chase the dragon that smashed her castle, burned 

her clothes, and carried off her prince 
Goal 

BUT  

Problem 

SO  

Solution 

THEN Prince Ronald insults her and she decides not to marry 

him after all. 

 
Outcome 
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Summarization Extension Activity 
 

After students use the elements of the plot to generate a basic summary, they can use it to 

develop a similar version without using the clue words: someone, wanted, but, so, then. Give 

students an opportunity to rewrite their summary without using the summary clue words.  

 
Sample summary without using someone, wanted, but, so, then: 

 

Elizabeth was a beautiful princess who lived in a castle, wore fancy clothes and was about to 

marry Prince Ronald.  This changed when a horrible dragon burned her castle and clothes and 

went off with her prince. The smart princess used her wit and rescued her prince. Yet, Prince 

Ronald could only insult her appearance. This made Elizabeth decided not to marry him after all!  

 

 

 
Make every student a STAAR student! 

Teach with real depth of 

understanding.  


